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“God Created Man And Woman”
Lady Minister Is No ‘Femlnlst’

Although she's stepping into
a profession that is predemi-
nently man's,Lydia M. Saran-
dan is no proponent of the
women's liberation movement.

~The feminist movement is
anti-feminine,” said the dar}
haired former Thurston High
School teacher who will
ordained a minister .in tl
United Presbyterian Churcl
Sunday evening.

“There is a definite role for
women. and the Bible has a lot
to say about it. I think Ged
calls us first to be responsible
people~he created man and
woman and our responsibility
is to be feminine.

MISS SARADAN, who will
receive a bachelor of divinity
degree from Princeton Univer-
sity June 2. said she realizes
there is a restlessness among
woman and there is much that
is good in the ideas of the fem-
inist leaders.

“But are we going to throw
aside what we’ve been created
to be?"" she asked. “We need
wisdom to decide what is
valid.”

The new minister will pi
some of these ideas mln a
sermon she is preparing for
Mother's Day. May 10. The ti-
tle, she said. will be ““The
Feminine Mlslake

MISS SARANDAN'S ordina-
tion will take place Sunday at 7
p.m. in Ward United Presby-
terian Church, Farmington
Road at Six Mile, Livonia.
Giving the charge will be
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess, Ward
minister_ and a long-time
friend.

Also taking part in the serv-
ice, will be the Rev. David D.
Owen, pastor of Ward Memo-
rial Church in Detroit, presid-
ing and propounding the consti-
tutional questtons, and the
Rev. Lloyd G. Brasure of
Northville United Presby-
terisn Church reading the
scripture.

Two elders. Dr. Murray
Deighton of the Livonia church
and Dean Thurmond of De-
troit, also will participate.

THE SERMON will be
preached by the Rev. James
Tozer, pastor of Covenant
Presbyterian Church in West
Lafayette. Ind.. where Miss

-andan has been called to be
asslslam minister.

“I don’t aim particularly to
bave o church of my own,”
she said.

“I feel the leadership of a
church is primarily for a man,
As a staff member, T can take
care of areas where a woman
is néeded -- working with
youth and women’s groups.

She said she also would be
preaching about once in six
weeks.

e

MISS SARANDAN -grew up in
Highland Park and belonged to
the Highland Park Baptist
Church until it moved to
Southfield. It was then she
began attending Ward Memo-
rial Presbyterian in Detroit,
the parent church of Ward in
Livonia, and met Dr. Hess.

He was the one who urged
her to go into the ministry.

Miss Sarandan, a graduate
of Wayne State University,
was enjoying her work as a
social studies teacher at Thur-
ston, where she was on the
faculty from 1962 to 1966.

But she also had long been
involved in Sunday school
teaching and church youth
work and one day
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that was what she most liked
to do.

“Dr. Hess picked up that
statement, ' she recalled.
“and suggested that [ go to
seminary. The timing was just
right, and I did.”

HER COURSE at Princeton
took 3'z years and her major
study was Old Testament. She
chose that course over the
two-year program for religious
education directors because
she wanted the advanced theo-
fogical study.

“But I really had no idea
when I began that 1 would go
on to be ordained,”” Miss Sar-
andan said.

She is one of two women in
her graduting class of about
160. .\bcul a dozen women are
completing the religious educa-
tion course.

LYDIA SARANDAN finds it
an exciting challenge to go into
the ministry~particularly the
vouth ministry--at this point of
history.

“It's true the church has
been in a state of crisis for
abont 15 or 20 years.” she
said. "But | also feel there’s a
renewal. and people are begin-
ning to sense something new is
happening. God is building his
church.”

She added that at a time
when evervone is urged to
speak up for his ideals. “it's a
good time for the church to
manifest boldness, because it
has a message and the power
to back it.”

MISS SARANDAN feels
strongly that Christian educa-
tion-beginning at the cradle--
can solve the problems of
youth.

“Today's young people are
the offspring of the many who
turned away from the church
after World War 1. she said.
“And kids who are empty in-
side turn to crutches like
drugs.

“Of course 1 don’t say no
kids in the church are in trou-
ble. But [ believe that when
spiritual needs are met these
crutches are not needed. And I
think we must be exposed to a
life style in the Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition to survive in the
world today.”

A third mission-
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ary heads a list of guest speak-
ers for the annual missionary
conference cantmuing through
Sunday, May 3. in the Plym-
outh Wesleyan Méthodist
Church, 42290 Five Mile.

He is Dr. Edwin W. Kil-
bourne, field director in Korea
for the Oriental Missionary
Society.

Dr. Kilbourne delivered the
keynote address for the con-
ference Thursday. He also will
speak at 7:30 p.m. Saturday
and for morning and evening
worship on Sunday.

OTHER MISSIONARY visi-
tars to the conference are Es-
. ther Hill, missionary in the
Orient and Latin America who
is women's retreat leader Sat-
urday, and Pat Ike, children's
worker missionary to Japan.
The Derrick Harrison fami-
Iy, British candidates to Indo-
nesia, and Wesley Haines,
OMS Tregional director and
convention coordinator also
are participating.

R e

BY LOUIS B.GERHARDTY

North Congregational
Charch

The merger proposal of the
Consultation on Church Union
as reported in the news media
has substantiated my convic-
tion of several years that the
unprofitable result of the ar-
duous efforts of these dedi-
cated churchmen would be the
almost worthless creation of

- an “ecclesiastical Edsel.”

The plan is nol truly ecu-
menical: it does not recognize
new concepts in theology and
its "'deal” with the Negro
churches smacks of something
out of a political convention.

My basic criticisms are four
in number:

1. THERE IS a mistaken
notion of what the ecumenical
spirit is. A proper definition of
ecumenism insists that all men
demonstrate a genuine re-
spect and complete acceptance
of the sincerely held religious
views of all other men.

Obviousty, the Consultation
on Church Union is not acting
in harmeny with the greater
meaning of this precious con-
cept.

In fact, the more fervently
C.0.C.U. leaders proclaim
their outmoded interpretation
of Christianity’s goals in the
world, the moresunacceptable
their movement is to millions
of thinking people.

The real need of our time is
for a modern interpretation of
the nature and teachings of

Christianity so that its follow-
ers will be able to enthusiasti-
cally work in concert with
Jews, Buddhists, Confucianists
and other great religlons in an
intellectually responsible man-
ner for the development of a
better world.

2..IT IS EVIDENT that
within the Christian commun-
ity itself, millions -of .devout
and intelligent Christians are
distressed by the necessity of
using the trinitarian formula
and the traditional creeds. Yet
the merger plan requires a
restrictive orthodoxy in the
vital areas of faith and morals,

Already there Is a trend
toward uniformlty of “suggest-
ed” liturgy and statements of
falth io unlon-minded denomi-
nations.

I am convinced that the
free-thinking and truth-seeking
people of today will ultimately
reject this stultifying and
backward step and will insist
on continuing their exciting
explorations into new worlds of
theology and philosophy in
which they have been discov-
ering dramatic new ways to
express their concepts and
ideas.

3. THE ANNOUNCEMENT

that the plan “promises’* that
the first presiding bishop of
the new church will be a Negro
is extremely disturbing to m

To bave to make such *
greements” on a racial basis
to maintain the interest of cer-
tain denominations is a most
unchristian way to create a
Christian institution.

God help us all when even

ecclesiastical leadership be-
comes corrupted by this pecul-
iar means of expressing the
equality of all men'

4, EVEN IF some of the
organizationa! goals of the
Consultation on Church Union
are temporarily achieved
many splinter groups will de-
velop. Different individuals
need different churches and
humans, being what they are.
will have them.

In his book, “‘Systematic
Theology,” Dr. Paul Tillich
wrote, “But even if it (the
ecumenical movement) were
able to produce the United
Churclies of the World. and
even if all the Jatent churches
were converted to this unit.
new divisions would appear...

Prophetic criticism and a
demand for a reformation
would bring new. and in many
cases, spiritually justfied dy
visions. The unity of the
churches has a paradoxic.i!
character. It is the divided
church which is the umted
church.”

My point of view 1s shired
by millions of people through
out the nation. The fellowship
of which I amn a mymber his
had a remarkable crowir dur-
ing the last several vears.

1 believe wo eroving
because we have tot Lilaved
our passionate con
spiritual unity of
dominate that pre
of individual iber:
person’s free vir
encouraged and i
freedom of the local
assured.

Eieligion Update

Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

The current proposal to
merge nine major Protestant
denominations into a single
“Church of Christ Uniting”
(COCU) is admittedly a moun-
tainous undertaking.

For the past eight years,
representatives of the Presby-
terian iboth Northern and
Southern), Methodist, Episco-
pal. United Church of Christ,
Disciples of Christ, African
Methodist Episcopal, African
Methodist Episcopal Zion, and
Christian Methodist Episcopal
churches have been meeting
regularly to formulate a spe-
ciftc set of plans for the giant
merger.

But the 124-page plan that
was presented to the planning
organization (The "Consulta-
tion on Church Union''-also
abbreviated as COCU), at the
ninth plenary session meeting
here. might well be described
as the mountain laboring and
bringing forth a mousetrap.

INDIVIDUAL CONGREGA-
TIONS of the nine denomina-
tions will no doubt take special
note of one provision of the
plan. For if their denomination
joins COCU. their parishes,
some of which have charters
antedating the American Rev-
olution can be dissolved.

Then what may be substan-
tial financial endowments can
be expropriated simply after
*‘consultation”--not mutual
consent--by a COCU district.

There is a provision
whereby any parish may with-
draw from COCU within one
year after the new church is
established. And while it is
impossible 1o estimate just

Other leaders for the confer-
ence were to have been the
Rev. Wallace D. Rehoer and
his wife, Betty Jean, who had
worked with the Rev. Keith
Somers, Plymouth Wesleyan
pastor, in Colombia.

They were Killed April 19
when their private plane
crashed near Fowler, Mich.
Rev. Rehner had been study-
ing at Michigan State Univer-
sity and living in East Lan-
sing.

Rev. Somers said the public
is invited to attend the confer-
ence.
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DR. KILBOURNE was born
in Japan and has lived 42
years of his life in the far
East. Twenty-iwo of these
years have been spent in ac-
tive missionary service; two
in North China and 20 in Ko-

rea.

Forced to evacuate from
Peking-~when the city came
under ICommunist siege, Dr.
Kitbourne with his family went
directly to Korea to resume

!

how many local congregatons
would pull out, such withdraw-
als have almost invariably
accompanied  denominational
mergers.

_ IT IS DIFFICULT indeed to

the trustees (vestey)
ty Church, Wall Street.
subjecting their assels (an es-
timated $400 million) to any
possibility of a COCU expro-
priation to relieve, for inst-
ance, the sort of budgetary
shortage presently afflicting
the National Council of
Churches.

Such withdrawals of a pum-
ber of local congregations
would mean the creation of a
number of new denominations,
the COCU plan thus working
against itself, in holding that
“Christlan diversity s abused
by the separateness of denomi-
nations”.

Perhaps the most deplorable
aspect of the plan for the pro-
posed chureh is its built-in rac-
ism~if vacism can be defined
as the selection or rejection of
leaders on the basis of race
alone.

. WHILE REPEATEDLY and
vehemently promising *‘to
radically overcome distinction
and division between races”
and promising **full access and
participation of all minorities
in all policy-making groups
and at every level of minis-
ry”, the COCU plan, when
originally unveiled. stipulated
that *'the first Presiding
Bishop of the United Church
shall be a black bishop.™

This incredible contradiction
of the promise of “"overcoming
distinction and division be-

PlymouthW esleyan Hosts
Orient Missionaries

the missionary work inter-
rupted in 1941 by World War
i

When the Korean conflict
broke out inm 1950, Dr. Kil-
bourne's famlly was evacu-
ated to Japan.

tween races” was. however.
fully justified by the secre
tary of COCC. the Rev
Charles S. Spivey Jr.. who 1+
also executive director of the
National Council of Churches’
department of social justice

“Sure it's discrimination”,
he conceded, regarding this
proposal to disqualify all other
races from the election of
©COCU’s first ranking prelate.
“I got no faith in whites on
that score."

Then why, as an African
Methodist Episcopal minister.
does he work towards unity
with denominations containing
s0 many whites?

I work with this outfit be-
cause there's some hope that
some of them may be saved”
he replied, solemniy.

Yet this compulsory black
bishop proposal was voted
down overwhelmingly by the
Plenary assembly. after a
number of black clergy at-
tacked it

“This is revers: racism
charged the Hev. Loms Wiite
of Beebe CME Church 1n Oak-
land. “If this assembly
broad enough and has reason
and grace enuugh W have a
black leader. 1 thiok it should
be done wi uhou( coercion.

ANOTHER  CHRISTIAN
Methodist Episcopal mumister.
the Rev. Orthal Lakey of Dul-
las, charged that ““this creates
the impression that it is prov-
ided merely for same sort of
incentive to keep the black
churches in this Consultation

“We want bishops on the
basis of merif and just des-
serts™, he went on to affirm.

lIlIIllllllHIIIlIIIHIfl[IIIIIHHIIlllIIUIIIlﬁ
HEARING
PROBLEM?

Do you think you
should have o hear-
ing aid?

Dial 272-2986
for o speciol recorded
messago 24 hours.

COOPERATIVE
HEARIRG AID CENTER

16551 W. McHichols
lllllllllllllll[l\llllllllHHIIII(IIHIIII|IIH[li

Name

Address

City.

State.

O Patron
O Sustaining—$25

maif to:

Please check membership desired:

{50 & vp D Supporting—$15

OActive—$10 0O Donation —
S

All contributions fo the society are deductible for
income tax purposes. Make check payable and

THE PLYMOUTH SYMPHONY SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 467
PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 48170




