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Borrowed buses bring
hundreds to Mercy ngh
for musical night out

By Loraine McClish
sttt writer

production, he suspects most groups
that could do this haven't taken [t un-

When Mercy High School students
stoged thelr production of *The King
and 1" last weekend, blocks of seats
bad been partitioned ‘off for audiences
coming from the inner city and a host
of “schipols and homes for senlors and
the handlcapped.

Larry Teevens, head of the school's

. music department, estimated that any-

wrhere (rom 400-800 persons who might
not otherwise have been able to get out
for a night of mualc saw the dress re-
hea e showa last weekend, or
will be seelng one of the two shows set
for thls coming weekend,

Teevens raltled off names such as
Community Living Center’s group
homes, St. Francis Boys Home, Vista
Mariz School for Girls, the Jelfreys
Projeet and Sacred Heart Rehabllita-
tion ter as among those In the
growing list he contacts each time the
schoo[ puta on 2 performance.

school that puts on a play can
do this. Any play group, any little the-
ater group should be dolng this for
thoseZwho are conflned or just can't
flod gotertalnment money,” Teevens

said. v

S betleves that while a glft

TEEVEN!
of 80-100 seals would not cripple any

der because the gift, in
most cascs, bas to be accompanied
wllh transportation.

“And that is not as difficult as you
might suspect,” he sald.

“When we started Inviting people
{rom the inner ity Lo see our shows we

the school buses. As the Invita-
tions started to apiral we started beg.
ging from any one arcund who had a
bus, They are easy to spot, you know.
And we found thosc bus owners to be
extraordinarlly responslve when we
told them why we wanted to borrow
thelr busea,

"Some nursing homes have thelr own
buses and all they ask Is what time
should they be there, .

“Now if we run out of buscs and the
agency or home docsn't have one, we
Just ask and we always find one with
not too many phone calls," hesald,

“And if we run out of seats, we set up
extra chalrs,

“It turns out to be a very little work
gx(‘h recelved with great apprecia-

on.”

TEEVENS [3 known throughout the
state as director of the Mercyaires, a
sclect group of singers and dancers
from the school who give 40-50 perfor-
mances a year,

The search begins for
n,i,aw Miss F_armingtpn

Ap lluum are now

local omen intereated In entering the
1983 2 Miss Farmington Sche
Pqent.

‘ha Juth Annual Scholarship
Pagednt Is open to women from 17-28
yunx( 2ge who have been residents of

gton or Farmington Hilis since
Jnmxry 1, 1983 and have never been
married. One of the most popular
umu of the annual Farmington and

glon Hills Founders Festival,
t.he winper of the Mlss l-‘lnnlngton
Scholarship Pageant will advance to
the }984 Mlss Michigan Scholarship
Pageant, and possibly even go on o
compete in the Miss Ametica Pageant.

Coutestants will be judged on person-
lllty polse, talent, :‘wim;ult and el'vel

ning gown presentations by a panel of
quallfied judges.

Tha women entering the contest will
partidipate in speclal workshops and

for own exp in the
geant.
olarahip “Note the emphasls on Scholarship,”

sald Director Patricia Fallan. “Mias
Farmington 1983 will recefve scholar-
shlp money and wardrobo allowance,
as well as an assortment of other flne
gifts. The first and second n

"“The Mercyaires are more than just
music,” Teevens sald, “Thelr perfor-
mances reflect & giving act that is all
part of the school's ph.llusaphy "

He stressed thai

{F¥B

outreach-giving is nnl -omﬁ.hlng unUs
merély encouraged, but a requirement
of all students n the school.

"It's part of thelr growing up, a
of their education, a part of their belng
aware of what's going on with the eld-
:;:z and with the less fortunate," he

It was this outreach Teevens was
cattying on with the Mercyaires’ per-
formances In nursing homes and in the
inner city that brought him to St. Pa-
triek's Center in the Cass Corridor.

“An Intricslc part of our perform-
ance is after the formal show when the
glrls go down Into the audlence and
personally visit,” he sald.

“When we talked with the ataff at St.
Pat's we asked If there was anything
more we could do for them. Our answer
way: Find a way Lo take some of these
people, even for a short time, to a mare
positive environment.”

While Teevens had been inviting
small groups from Sarah Fisher Home,
or group homes, or Oakland Training
Institute to his performances ever
since he formed the Merciaires, it was
after that answer that he sald he got
Into the “bus-begging business.”

‘Any school that puts on a play can do
this. Any play group, any little theater
‘group should be doing this for those

who are confined or just can’t find
entertainment money.’

Larry Teevens

Mercy High School
A FEW DAYS before dress get they wlll  “The impartant u:lng, whether or not
wa3 scheduled for “The King and I" a rlde on the bus with them coming and  they are comprehendlng what Is golng
cal! went out over Merey High School's . going !f that's possible.” on, on stage, Is that they are introduced

publle address system for students to
slgn np 23 hostesses for their expected
gueu

“With two dress reh and four

Scheduling guests for the dress re-
hearsals is Important to Teevens,

shows, we try very hard to have one
hostess for each guest becauss we want
our girls to get to know these people,”
Teevens sald,

“They cacort them, buy them a pop,
3eo the show with them, talk to them,

t

events that are always reserved for the
2

“Some have very little attentlon
spans and very often there (s a lot of
noise from those audiences which
doesn't bother me. We keep right on
whether they are moving about or com-
ing or going or leaving,” Teevens sald.

to something different, enjoylng the
lights, enjoylng Lhe color, getlng as
much enjoyment out of it as they can.”

"The King and I” continues at 8 p.m.
Friday and at 3 pm. Sunday in the
school on the corner of 11 Mile and
Middlebelt,

Ticketa are $3.50, or $2 for those un-
der 12 years, at the box office. Special
rates are offered to senlors.

Romance writer named adviser

blisher for two more books. In , of RWA bolds it meetings in the audito-

Farmington resident Marlanne Will-
man has been appolnted reglonal
adviser for Romance Writera of Ameri-
ca (RWA} by president Bobbie Jolly.
Willman, who is the president and or-

ganizer of the Greater Detrolt Chapter,
wlll fill the adviser role for members
In the statas nf Michigan, Ohin, Kentun.
ky, Nlinols, Indlana and Wisconsin.

The reglonal adviser is responsible
for recrulting and asslating members,

in addltlon to the winner of the talent
competition, also will recelve cash
prizes and gifts.”

MI5S FARMINGTON 1832 Roxanne
D'Ascenzo, who was selected during
last year's festival, will be competing
In th

reglonal elections and
judging of one category In the Golden
Heart-Golden Medallfon Awards pre-
sented to deserving published and un.
published writers at the annual nnt.lonA
al conference.
Last year the RWA members held
their leminar aboard the Queen Mary,
docked in Long Beach,

o
Pageant June 11 in Muskegon. The
Mliss Farmin| Scholarship Pageant
is an official franchise of the Miss
Michigan and Miss America Scholar-
ship Pageants.

Entry forma for the 1983 Mlss Farm-

7 in Viadl-

semigars prior to psgeant

ington Scholarship Paaean! which will
be ataged

mic's in

recelying instruction in
grooming,

tatent prﬁenuum and
modd!.u and interview!

Sevezal former Miss anlugtom and
Miss Michigans will be on hand to offer
Uips and personal advice based on their

lmn the Farmlnzloa Area Crumber of

23715 F Road at
Grnnd River (474-3440). The deadllne
for entering the Scholarahip Pageant is
W y, June 1, 1083,

Y lists summer offerings

The 1933 “Summer Recreatlon™ for
6-12-year-old boys and girls begins

Factory atarting July 5, meeting on
‘Tuesdays and including movles, games

June 20 in Northwest Branch YWCA, and swimming for 1,50 per session:
I:?:Vﬂmd lyll::'. ‘md wﬂl be uvull~ . Drlwinlnd palnting ] 'm_ s8-
n Aug. 2. for three weeh bea.lnnlnu Aug‘
& program s divided Into two Gymnastics and tumbling runs for
plaTt:: Pian A designed for those need-  six-week terms on Thursday late after-
inga meets 9 a.m, until nommrﬂng-lunqﬁlnd.lnlrsl

program

$ p.m. mvlvluh parents baving the option
of leaving thelr chlld as early as 7 a.m.
and picking them up as lato &1 8 p.m.
Plan B meets threa days a week 10
am. yatl} 4 p.m. for two-week seaslons
whick- begin Juns 30, July 5, July 18,
Au| Land Aug. 15.

l’llﬂ five days & week) accepls
enmlmgt(on a n’:kly The fee
for both plans Is $48 plu a yearly
YouthMembership of 411.

Olhor youth programs offered
t the summer Includa a Fun

e

? Fam-
Tol-umwn;;ﬂplmuu-

Adult classes at the YWCA beginnlng
1he flrat week In June inciude such sub-

kd.‘ as aeroblcs, physical fitness, pre- .
reise,

natal exercise, dance

ula for both youth and adults begins the
Iatter part of June.

YWCA yearly membershlp, $11
year for youth and $22 lor ldn!h ]
necessary before enroliment in any
YWCA program. For Information on all
YW rograms, call §37-8500. The
YWCA Is a Torch Drive agency.

Parentmg classes. offered

a'u“lmdlodll
dm-wwtb

-capabllities and
stimulata thelr chile
enhance their own

mmufm.mnnmum-

nu-iuubuulcnnllld!ululo.ﬂm

-§38at the

top.
Redﬂnu:n Inlmdnn b :lm
calling 84 b

Calif,, and thls year's conference s set
for Washington, D.C. June 17 In the
Mayflower Hotel.

Membershlp In Romance Writers of
America is open to bolh unpublished
and published writers who are Interest-
ed In writing romantic fictlon. Agents

Marianne Willman
Volunteers

‘are honored
Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield
honored

soven Farmington and
Farmington Hills cesldents for volunteer
service at an annual volunteer award
dinner this

Helen
Dennls Fraver, Anne Ml

32 area communities recogolzd for vo-
l::ln;{ngnmlhlnlomolm
W
Volunteers psfwmlmmﬁerwl
teer program, Including working with
curators, staifing ooe of the natlon’s old-

[od offices and manning
Hoatk powesed oo 8 10 oo

Ford Noseam and Greenfleld Village is
Invited {0 confact the Volunteer Pro-

- gram, 371-1620, ext. 318,

4

and editors from the major phhuxhlng
bhouses participate in seminars and
workshops during the three day confer-
ence.

WRITTEN UNDER the name Mari-
anne Clark, “Apache Tears,” Willman's

ldﬂl?l“m ‘Willman is also on the current  rium of Woodland Medical Center,

ballat for a position of the national cated at 41935 12 Mile, adjacent to 12

board of d.lru'lon of the 1,800 member Qaks

Mall, The facllitles are provided
by Woodiand Medical Center as part of

A
Romnm Writers of America ls a thelr oogolog commiitment to public

pext release is due out In for

P

to service. ‘.I'hou interested In jolning the
fieting and

v findlng ant mors ahaut

Sigmat-Nals new Baptuse

line.
She has also algned a contract with

tha of

the luppart of other writers engaged In the group are lnviled ‘to phone chapter
the field. The Greater Detroit Chapter secretary Dorothy Renko, 563-5789.

sparldmghmn of a beauti
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