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Amnng‘nbout 500 child survivors of World Wnr‘ll concentration

camps is this group photographed by Ausaian liberators at Aus-
chwitz. Marc Berkowliz, now of New City, Now York, Is third from
the right in front and Ruth Wobber of West Bloomlield is fourth
{rom the left at the rear. Recently, the two met In Southfield.

Red Wing to chair
special sports meet

The Association for Re-
tarded Citlzens/Oakland
County will present its
fourth annual “Civic
Stars™ competition at 2
p.m. Sunday at the South-
fleld Sports Arcna. Reed
Larson, defenseman for
the Detroit Red Wings,
and hls wife, Kathy, are
the Honorary Chalrper-
sons for this year's event.

Many Knights of Co-
lumbus teams {rom Mil-
ford, South Lyon, Walled
Lake, Menoghah and

Mooney Councils, along
with the Ferndale Rotary
Club, Birmingham Rota-
ry Club, Troy Exchange,
the Christ Child Soclety
and the Birmlngham-
Bloomfield Jayceess will
be competing.

Teams wil) consist of
three people from cach
civic organization and
one mentally retarded

rson. Twenty teams
will purilcipate in games
such as scooter race, pil-
low polo, wheelchair

POTOMAC CLUB
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race, bean bag toss and
an obstacle course, Pla-
ques will be awarded to
the {lrst-, second- and
third-place teams. Each
person with mental retar-
dation wlll recelve a par-
ticipation ribbon.

‘The public may attend.

Civic Stars Is the ARC/
QOakland County's major
fund-raising cvent. Dona-
tions received from the
participating clvic organ-
{zatiens will be used to
support the programs and
services of the Assoclia-
tion for Retarded Citl-
zens/Oakland County.

The ARC/Oakiand
County is a mln-prolﬂl

Auschwitz survivors reunited

By Bhirles Ross lden
otatf wrllor

“The eyes of the dead were so beautl-
{ul. They didn't bave to be afrald any-
more.”

Marc Berkowitz, for whom the Holo-
caust began at age 8, reflected on his
hldeous experience. He had journeyed
to speak at an Israel Bond dinner
honoring Southflelder Morman Adels-
berg.

Rulh Webber, who may be the young-

est child to survive the Nax terror,”

came to try once again to speak of that
which for ber has been unspeakable,
the story of death through which she
somehow llved.

They sat In the Michigan Inn lobby,
slpping julce and coffee, and remem-
bering.

Just days before, thh  wo had met at
the Washington, D.C., tolocaust Re-
vnlon. They stood beside a blow-up of
12 young chlldren, behlnd barbed wire,
and dressed In prison stripes and caps.

“The pleture was taken one day aiter
we were liberated in January 1945,
Berkowitz recalls. “The first day they
spent trylng to clear the camp (Aus.
chwltz) of mines and booby traps. When
this pleture was mapped, there were
almost 100 photographers clicking
away.”

RUTH SAYS: *The plcture was taken
by the Russlans soon after they cntered
the camp, 1 was told about it by a
{riend who saw It at Yad Vashem (Is-
raell Memorlal). She recognlized me
and wrote to me.

“Each of us who dldn’t know what we
looked lke then could recognlze each
other. 1 can recognize seven of the 12,
Five of them I know personally.”

Webber, who came to llve In West
Bloomfle!d from Toronto 13 years ago
with her survivor husband, Mark, and
thelr three children, doesn’t speak at
bond dinners. .

=For me It was easler to spcak of the
Holocaust then, than 27 years later,”
she says.

A child of 4 when the Nazls marched
into Ostrowlec, the Polish cily where
she was born in 1939, she remembers
{hat the Jowlsh people were put Into a
ghetto, *Our ghetlo absorbed Jews
{rom other cities and even German
Jews, Iatayed until 1942.7

With her mother, father, sister and
three grandparents, she lived in the
ghetto until it was ilguldated. “My fa-
for my mother and I to

of interested individuals,

ther
work In a factory. I was just 7 but I was
into a work camp.”

or family
members and groups who
are dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of life for
retarded citizens.

HER MOTHER kept her allve by
sending ber into the forest each time a

selection was scheduled. “There was al-
ways an argument with the Germans
about whether they should allow chil-
dren in the camp.”

In 1944, the Germans declded to dis-
mante the camp and Webber wound up

* in Auschwltz, missing another selection

because she had come from a work
camp.

“That transport was one of a very
fow that were allowed into Auschwlitz
‘alth children. I was there untll liber-
atlon though my mother was sent out ln
August 1944, she says.

*We were put in a children's bar-
racks and [ said to my mother, ‘your
being here won't prevent my going up
insmoke,”

“For years we llved with [ndescrib-
able fear, never knowing wbich
moment would be our Jast, We were al-
ways trealed llke catite. We were lke
scaled, algned and delivered. I felt like
a mouse in a maze — never knowing
which way to go.”

One recent night, Webber woke with
a shiver. *I haven't had that since
camp,” she says, "I seem not ready to
speak of it all.”

Berkowitz's personal Holocaust be-
gan In 1841 in Czcchoslavakia, He was
Jjust 8 years old when the Germans sent
hlm with his parents, brother, sister,
and twin slster, Francesca to Galiela.

“WE STAYED In a Pollsh ghetto
called Kolomal unill 1942 when the
Germans did a publlc executlon. My fa-
ther and brother were murdered. We
tried to run away and we did.”

For nine months the refugees strug-
gled through an attrition march, with-
out food or adequate clothing, cating
refuse and anlmal feed.

“We tried to get back to Czechosta.
vakia,” Berkowltz cxplains. *We al-
ways entered towns at night and were
carcful. Then we went where we
thought we could safcly croas the bor-
der. A Gestapo man on a bike captured
s

After interrogatlon, they were: sent
to a prison In a larger tawn, then to
thelr home town where they were
guaranttned.

I was the only one healthy,” Ber-
kowltz recalls. “My sister was 50 thin
and weak she couldn't even walk.”

They were kept in flelds and in a
hangar for a {ew days, then put into
rallrond cars, *The doors banged in and
you could feel you were sealed in,” he
says. .

“We trled to make (he elderly and
the slck comfortable, but we were in
those cattle cars for four days. Through

the Cracks we could sce some lamilar
countryside.”

INFAMOUS AUSCHWITZ was the

last stop, “The name meant a resort
place to a Jewish speaking person,”
Berkowltz pointa out.

“The constant, sweet smell of bodles
burning was all around us. Stlll, we
were kept En the cars unt!l late at night,
then taken to a selection sits.”

Berkowits' mother began to scream
to God; "You've killed my f{amily al-
ready. Kill me, but don’t kill my twins.”

The Germans who heard her crles
quickly called for Dr. Jose! Mengele
knowing that ho waa looking for twins
for hia dlabollcal experimenta, When he
arrived, he had Marc and Francesca
taken away.

Within a few days, the experiments
began. “They're difficult to describe,
but they did everything you could to a
human belng,” Berkowllz says.

For cight months, the experiments
wet on. The twins didn't have to stand
in Une for food and could walk from
barrack to barrack. Mengele hinted at
albling incest, but Berkowitz was ada-
ment agalnst thisaln,

On July 11, 1944, Berkowits' molher
was Lo die In the gas chamber, She told
him “You're needed — I'm going to my
husband, my other chlldren. If you lose
{alth in God, or are bitter against hu-
manlty, I'll tell God to bring you to
me.”
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THE LAST thing she told him was
that he was always & good boy and he
should be a good boy.

*1 was pleking brussel sprouts for Dr.
Mengele when 1 saw & large group of
women walking loward the gas cham-
ber. I knew my mother was among
them. She was wearing a blue polka dot
dress and waved to me, then covered
her eyes. .

*I saw her walk into gas chamber no.
3 and in an hour I saw smoke come out
and satd Kaddlsh (prayer for the dead).

Following lberation In January
1945, Berkowltz and Francesca spent
time in displaced persons camps, tried
unsuccessfully to go to Palestine, then
Immigrated here. *We were alinost
adopted by & Detroit family, but we
wouldn't give up our name,” he says,

the Lower East Slde of New York,
be worked and sent his sister to school,
foregaing the music education he would
bave liked. Now married with a grow.
ing family, he lves ln New City, N.Y.

“I conslder us from the other world,”
he says, referring to all surviving chil-
dren. “Not even 500 children were
saved from all the camps, only 167
from Auschwitz.

“From one to two mlillion children
died In the Holocaust.”
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