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The cover

The cover of this section deplcis the Marshall Fredericks sculp-
ture, “Freedom of the Human Spirit,” superimposed over a pholo-
graph of Shain Park, Fredericks is donating the arlwork The city
is rolsing $150,000 to pay for the ti g from
the New York foundry and erectlon in the park. Those who wish to
make contributlons to the fund drive for the cliy’s birthday pres.
ent may make checks payable to the City of Birmingham Anniver-
sary Gill. The money should be malled o C ica Bank, atten-
tion E. Kelley, Hamilton and Woodward, Birmingham 48011,

From the editor

HIS SECTION celcbrates Bir.
ghom's 50th sary as
acity.

You'll find a variety of sto-
ries looking at the city yesterday, today
and tomorraw.

Here's a guide to the contents:
® The beginning of the section is dev
voted to the Birminghom of yesterdoy.

what Birmingham is doing to celebrate
its golden anniversary.

You'll meet the duo who headed the
celebration on Page 22. On Page 24, we
profile internationally-reknowned sculp.
tor Marahall Fredericks, who ia donating
o sculpture which will become a center.
plece in Shain Park.

You'll also find out about the

On Page 6, you'll meet Milton Mallend
who was o young Jnwyer when Birming.
ham became a city in 1933. A candidate
for the first Birminghom City Commis.
sion, hie is still practicing law in the city
todoy.

On Page 8. you'll discover the busi.
nesses that were attracting customers in
the Birminghom of S0 yecars ogo and
which ore still doing so todny.

On Page 12 is a comprehensive historic
cal review of the events which surround.
ed and led to the successful cityhood
vote in 1933, The movement began in
the 19203 and suffered sctbacks along
the way. The text is based an a review of
editions of The Eccentric published in
the 1920s and 1930s.

On Page 19 is nn ensy-to-read yeview
of the !nat S0 years of Birmingham's his-
tory.

THEN WE swing you back to 1983.
The stories beginning on Page 22 detail

ics, {ree p ice ¢ream so-
cinl, parade and art fair which are ex.
pected ta attract thousands to down.
town Birmingham during the celebra.
tion.

Wrapping up that section is an inter-
view with the city's mayor Burbaru
Jeske. Just as the Great Depression was
a backdrop for city politics in 1933, so
the celebration today occurs during o
municipal fiscal crisis,

The final picec in the section looks
ahead te Birmingham's tomorrow. Bir.
mingham City Planner Bonnie Cook pre.
dicts the city’s future growth and health.

I hope you enjoy this edition. As al-
ways, feel free to comment an this sec-
tion or anything in the newspaper, You
can send a letter to The Eccentric, edito-
rinl department, P.O. Box 503, Birming.
ham 48012,

Happy birthday, Birmingham.

— Mary Connelly Szczesny
Editor
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Jacobson'’s

OUR VERY BEST TO YOU, BIRMINGHAM

You have good reason lo celebrate!l Fifty golden years of growing
and thriving, and conlinually displaying the fine traditlon and
beauly for which Birmingham Is known...like the Community House,
the Birmingham Theatre, your own Village Players. Jacobson’s is
proud to have been part of that traditlon since 1950, constantly
reflecting your standards for quality in our Apparel Store,
our Store for Llhe Home, and our Children's Shop.




