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Birm. 50th Annlversary

Thursday, May 12, 1883

- We're Growing

With Birmingham!
Come celebrate Birmingham's 50th
Birthday with us during our annual

SUPER SANDAL SALE

PICTURED BELOW ARE JUST A FEW, SHOP

EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION.
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77-year love
He was there when

ILTON F. MALLENDER was

there when the vote was cnst

M on April 3, 1933 that finally

brought cityhood to Birming-

ham. The young lawyer was olsa a condi-
date for the first ¢ity commission.

He hos grown with the city from the
time of dirt rosds and sewers that ran
uphill to the completion of its tallest
building — a 15-atory high-rise.

Now he toa sits in an office above the
street, tucked away on the third floor
amongst thase of the Dahlberg, Mallen.
der and Gawne law firm in the Great
A ¢ Co. Building. But
even there, suspended above the plnce
that he has served and loved for 77
years, the memories he shares with the
city arc anly a thought away,

“THE IMPORTANT thing is thnt
you have to remember what the devil
was going on, on April 3,1933."

The act of approving cityhood for Bir-
minghnm cunnot be pro(mly interprelcd
without X the
in which it hnppencd Mallender anid.
Unfortunatcly, o large part of that con-
text s the Great Depression.

“It was immaterial how much you had
in the bank; it was immaterin) how much
rea) estate you owned; it was immaterial
because you had nothing te hand to the
grocer.

*“There were a few familics that need-
ed help: they gat it without publicity
and without stamps or anything clse. We
had a different attitude then, the world
didn't owe ua a living, the government
didn't have to teke care of cverything.
The local people took care of local
needs.”

THE DEPRESSION began with the
ltock market crash in October 1929, and
3w Lause tnaicta
Birmlnzhom until the beglnn!ng of
World War 1T in 1941. It's effects were
felt in several ways, but few were on nc-
cute an the closing of local and state
banks in the middle of 1931. It suprised
almost everyone,

“I was caught, I had five dollars on me
and had just gotten back from a fishing
trip. My peor wife had $7.50, I think it
was, in the house.”

But the idea of tuming Birmingham
into & city started in the mid-20s during
a time of growth and prosperity, before
the banks were closed ot script had to be
issued to pay employees.

“People started trying to make Bir.
mlnchnm a wburb of Decroit. {nstead of
a d village,
Something had to be done. So & number
of people — George Averill fs the fellow
that in my opinion got things started —

Harry Allen, Charles Shain and several
other fellows who were heavily invalved
in local politics, started thinking of n
home rule charter.”

CITYHOOD was {inolly approved ina
1932 election, and nine men were chosen
to seeve an the charter commission.

"The charter commission did a lot of
investigating and did it pretty much on
their own. At that time the leading city
in the United States that had & commis.
tlon form of government with a city
manager was Cincinnoti, Another was
Milwaukee."

Mallender's  involvement with the
charter commission, and his latec candi-
dacy for the first city commission in
1933, came about initinlly through his
riendship with Horry Allen.

“I used to ride out occasionally from
Detroit with Harry Allen, who was a
lawyer in Detroit ond who [ had known
afl of my life. I would occasionally ride
with him and chew the fat on the way
out. He got me interested in this move.
ment. The result was that George Averill
found a young guy who would do o lot of
footwork for them {the chorter commis.
sion), like running to Lansing on occa.
sion to look something up, and I was it.

“So our charter commission built on
the private corporation theory . . . in
other worda, the citizens are the share
helders and the commission would be
the board of directors. The commiasion,
nlso like a private corporation board af
directors, would elect officcrs and they
would employ a president, who is like
the city manager, who would run the cor-
poration . . . it has worked out beauti.
fully.

“FOR THE first 10 years of the city
ion's cxistence, these fellows®
3 dewsted very Inraely tn getting
the city on a sound financia) baais. Then
the next big problem that came up was
to get rid of a lot of junk, like all-dirt
rouda and sewers that ran uphill.”

Mallender ran again for the commis.
sion in 1943 ond 1946 and won easily
both times. He served Birmingham as
mayor {rom 1946-49,

A first-hand witness to the cvents that
helped shope Birmingham, Mallender
will never forget the strength of grip the
Great Depression had on the throat of
his city or the satisfaction in finally see-
ing that grip weaken and wither,

“It was really o very intcresting time

. how the city refinanced snd peid
every bond in full, pald every bit of deli- |
quent Interest — the school did the same -
thing — and in the meantime continued
to expand the services and turn Birming-
ham into a city of 22,000 people.”

‘The important thing is that you have to
remember what the devil was going on

on April 3, 1933,
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