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McDonald-Eddy iigg-alikes

Dishing up a bit of nostalgia

By Shirlee Rose Iden
stalf wrlter

Someone once asked Nelson Eddy,
film star and singer, why he never
married hls co-star, Jeanette Mac.
Donald.

“But I did, elght llmes,” hompl!ed

Nostalglc trivia of this sort is a di-
rect turn-on lor fans of those stars of
days gone by, and the musical thrills
they endowed.

Plecolo Reglonal Opera Soclety of
Southfleld founders Marjorle Gordon
and Jonathan Swift will take faos back
to those days when the company pre-
sents a concert of musle of Nelson
Eddy and Jeanette MacDonald.

“Evening of Nostalgla® marks 50
years of the songs of the great film art-
ists. It will open ot 8 p.m. Saturday,
May 21, at Mercy High School Audl!nd-
um, Farmingtan Hllls,

“Nostalgia” s cxpect:d to begin a'se-

Nelson Eddy and Junollo MacDonatd were romantic singing idols

rles ol p y the pon-
sorv.'d by the Soullmeld Cultural Arts

of lay. M of Piccolo Opera Company come to
Farmington Hlils to parform the songs from flima they made and

invnlvemenl. ln opera, to help area per-
formers develop talent and ta support
public opera productlons,

In addition, the soclety will introduce
opera to chitdren through It's “Opera in
the Schools” program.

PICCOLO OPERA came Into exis.
tence in 1951, formed by Gordon, who
atrived in Detrolt with her husband,
Nathan, a first violinlst, 25 years ago,

Gordon's collaboration with Swift be-
gan when she came here,

A New York native, she sang with
the New York City Opera, has done
tours abroad, radio, records and televl.
sion.

Swift was born in Scotland, lhullgh
his parents lived In this cou.nl.ry
turned there and then came back to De-
trolt. He refers to himself as “a New
York reproductlon.”

P In which they performed.

He grew up In Detroit galning his
musieal education here and at the Par-
is conservatory, A teacher, he decided
to do hls musle full time in the 1960s
and with work in radio, television and
recordings, he went to ubanon Egypt,
and many places around Lhe world,

A resident' of Blrmingham, Swift
teaches at the School of Global Educa-
tion In Livonla, considered one of 16
mode] programs in the country. “It's an
alternative school of International
studies for ninth to 12th grade,” be sajd.
Tho school will have 170 students in
September, he added.

“Those of us who formed the Plecolo
Opera were professional artlsts
here who travel the U.S. and Canada,”
Gordon sald.

“It's a unique repertory company.
We've helped singers debut as well as

composers. We've brought English op-
era to places It's never been, We do
tours of schoals as well.”

FOR SWIFT and Gordon, the “Nos-
talgla™ cvening is speclal. First, be-
cause it celebrates the 50 year tradi-
tlon of Nelson Eddy and Jeanettc Mac-

d whose movles and recordlngs
once topped the popularity list for mil-
lons of people.

Secondiy, because both of them knew
the old-time movie starz.

Gordon worked with Nelson Eddy in
New York and remembers his helping
her with concert technique.

“He died In 1967 In Miaml, just
dropped dead,” Swift said, “Just a week
or two before, someone had asked him
if be would retire ard he said ‘Il alng
until I deop'

Swift sald be was raised on Jeanette |

MacDonald-Nelson Eddy and once cor-
responded with MacDonald and her
husband, Gene Raymond.

*I was invited to their home and my
mother was with me, too. She was
thrilled to death,” ba aaid,

Gordon sald llstening to MacDonald
sing In a concert inspired her to slng.
Later, 3inging with Eddy, ahe sald “He
was a lovely guy, cvery feniale on the
sét, young and old, would cluster
around him.”

Swilt described him as “having a
speclal talent for putting people at ease
— he waa like the guy next door.”

GORDON AND SWIFT will give 2
sample of just about all the films and
operettas for which MacDonald and
Eddy are known.

Accompanying the duo wlll be pia-
nist Wllliam Jones.

In 1961, the Plecolo Qpera Company
was the flrst company to perform with
the Detroit Symphony. Gordon said
they've innovated many programs and
this one will start off a new metro area
focus.

“People who know our work would
1ike us to concentrate more on this area
than on touring,” she sald, *“We'd like to

encourage local singers and composers -

and give them the opportunity to work
with experienced pml&loub and to
get a chance to perform.”

Swift and Gordon belleve (here's
enaugh talent in this area to put on op-
era without reaching out to New York
and elsewhere to fill the casts,

Tickets for “Evening of Nostalgla®
are $5.for general admission, $10 re-
served, and $25 inner elrele which In-
cludes a reception with the artists,

They can be obtalned by malllog a

“cheek to "Plccolo Opera Company —

An Evenl.na of Nostalgia®, City of
Southfleld, Cultural Arts Division,

26000 Evergreen, Southfteld 48037, For
more information, eall 334-4717.

The Iwo blue ribbons nlnn in the Farm-
ington Art| Club spring exhibit ware at-

tached to “Old Man"” by Nency Hurd (at

2 take'blue ribbons

-8y Loraine McClish
. stal writer

Nancy Hurd and Elcanor Nelf took the flrat.
*place awards after judging for Farmington Artists
: Club's spring exhlhit, Both are residenta of Livonla,
+ Hurd teok ber win for “Old Man,” which juror
$Carol Shier-Goodale said bad “a masterful com-
. mand of the med!a with conviction and understand-
- Ing vislon."
- * Nelf's “Race” won for its "beautlful design, color
.lnd draftsmanship,” the juror sald.
Second prizes weat to Carolyn Dunphy from
+ Northyille lm- “Iris" and to Joan Welsh of Dearborn
. Helghu for “S2a Denizens.”
Third-place awards were given o Barbara Tur-
‘ney of Farmington, Annetta Lind of Farmington
+ and Jane Rocbeleau of Warren.
< Of the 190 entries, 108 were accepted for mm

+ hiblt by the juror, who Is asalstant director of

< tlac Art Center.
I Club members estimated that 1,900 persons saw
H tho lhow. staged in Mercy Center.
! Y0 SETS of baloing are traditioual o the
cluhc annual uhiblu. Club members honor thelr
own by voting for their favorite work in the show,

left) and to "ﬁuca" by Eleanor Nelf. Both
are Livonis residents,

and they also offer the show-goers a vote for thelr
favorite work.

In the vote taken by the club membm Tom
Hale, who bad just been mamed “Artlst-in-Resi-
dence for 1983" by Farmington Area Arta Commls.
alon, got the largest number of votes for his work
called “Pler, Puget Sound.”

Welsh followed Hale for “Sea Denlzens Edee
Joppich came In I.h.lrd for "'Ode to April.”

In the popular voting by the show-goers, Hale
won the top spot agaln lor “Pler, Puget Sound.” His
work called “Mascot" was voted fourth most popu-
lar.

SECOND FAVORITE IN the popular vote cate-

gory was “Taking Over” by Martha Barnes, and
third was “Butterfly and Thistles” by Jeanne Oz-
ment.

Under the directlon of Gladys McMlllan and her
co-chairman Wynne Garlow, about 100 Farmington
Artists Club members gave a (otal of 1,000 volun-
teer hours to plan and set up the exhibit, which is
repmed as one of the largest and moat prestigioua

m uhlbll is made pomible lhmuwh a grant
from Michigan Counchi (or the Arts and Farming-

iChildbirth film to be shown -

: hmxu
ZUvonhlhmf.hulllm."nnCa Erped
ence” at 7 nuonay.myu,mnoomw.sc.
Matthew's United Methodist Church, 30900 Bix Mile
R«d.mmmhdalpd fot expoctant parents
ho know or suspect they will need a Caesarean

dol!
A fee of n per grovp s pnylble at the door.
The film will bo followed by &

swer- period eondncted

tered and Caesarean mother, who will
‘:muwm, Involved Ina Cy

Namz\'lﬂl--mih .

lllhhlnxlonwlll]jnlhehlh[rum
cerilficate required by Providence Hospllal/ to be
. ptennt atthe Caesarean dnllvu-y. \ ‘»
moumy th
also s cf] by Lamaze Childbirth Educatlon As-
sod.luou of Livoals, , antRN and
mother, covers such aspects g nutrl-
tlon, fetal testing, anesthetics, surgical ures,
breastfeoding and coplng with Caesarean
For further Information oa the Ca class
classes, coal

ar the Lamase
Bouchard st 464-1218,

iFsB

Jonathan Switt and Marjorie Gordon have collaborated for 25
years, are familiar with the music of Jeanette MacDonald and Net-
san Eddy and knew the asingers before their deaths, Songs the iwo
stars made famous wlli make up the “Evening of Nostalgla”Satur-
day in Mercy Conterence Center,

AAUW hosts

film showing

of ‘The Dinner Party’

“The Dinner Party,” the flim which
shows the creatlon of an artwork that
celebrates the achlevement of women
past and present, will be shown at 7:43
p.m. Wednesday, May 18, in Farming-
ton ‘Hllls Branch Library on 12 Mile,
enst of Farmington road.

The program Is hosted by Farming-
ton Branch of Amerlcan Assoclatlon of
Unlverslty Women {AAUW)} and Is pre-
sented by Dr, Grace Stewart of Henry
Ford Community College.

Guests are welcome without charge.

Judy Chicago and 400 artists crealed
30 place settings for The Dinner Party
that has toured the United States and

Europe over the past few years. The
{iIm tells about thelr work nad pbifaso-
phy in putting the massive dl.lphy to-
ether.

Stewart Is the dircctor of tbe Focus
on Women program at Henry Ford. She
is presencly involvea in the Michigan
Women's Studies Association and
serves on tbe board of Detroft Women's
Forum,

Sho wilt be teaching a new course
thls fall at the college called “Introduce
tlon to Women's Studies,” which fea.
tures a new perspective on all tradi-
tlonal courses. It will be the first time
a course of this nature bas been offered
at the community college level.
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