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oncert

draws large crowd

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal writar

Music s a universal tangunge that
can unite people from different ethnlc
and national backgrounds.

On the other hond, it can also be used
as a powerful medium lo serve o par-
ticular cause. These functions, which
seem contradictory, in fact comple-
ment cach other. Any medlum that
falls to address itsell to exisiting condl-
tlons and sltuations tends to weaken its
{oundation,

The recent Freedom Concert, pre-
sented at the Adat Shalom Synagogue
in Farmington Hills, waa ope event
that was directed toward a specifle po-
Titlca! problem, but its message can be
viewed as universal.

It was organized by the Petroit Sovl-
et Jewry Commlittee, and the money
from this event is earmarked toward
helping Sovlet Jews.

Among the main organizers of thls
event werc Detrolt Symphony Orches-
tra (DSO) timpanist, Robert Pangborn,
and his wife Brenda. The forces that
comblned for the performance might
well prove to be more formidable than
professlonal politlelans.

The of the

review

mulke to hear Davld Bar-Tilan, which s
an appropriate tribute to hls masterful
talent. Origlnally, he was scheduled to
perform Mendelssohn’s G minor Plano
Concerto, but due to a severe back-
ache he had to change the plan and
gave a recital instead.

This conslated of the famillar Intro-
duction and Rondo Capricloso by Men-
delssohn and the Rakoczy March by
Llszt, as well as some less famillar
picces by the Israeli composer Paul
Ben-Halm and a segment from the
“Age of Anxicty” by Bernsteln.

This was a rare opportunity o note
my own change of taste since my life in
Isracl, At that time, Ben-Haim was
tooked down upon by myself and sever-
al other classical purlsts. His works are
seldom performed outside Isracl. On
this occasion, however, [ found his Toc-
cata, based on a famillar Israell Hora
dance, very listenable and well written.

THE OPENING selectlon, *The
Walllng Wall™ by David Finko, is an

i written for this

o

DSO and conductor, Semyon Bychkov,
musle director of the Grand Raplds
Symphony Orchestra, and the cclebrat.
ed Istaeli pianist, Davld Bar-Illan.

ANOTHER contributing force was
the Savlet-bom Jewlsh composer, Da-
vld Finko, whose composlilon, “The
Walllng Watl® was the openlng selec-
tlon In the program. Other warks on the
program consisted of short plano plee-
es by Bar-Illan and Beethoven's Sym-
pheny No. 3, *Eroica.”

The event drew a large crowd, with
many (amlliar faces. One distingulsh-
ing feature of this event was that all
men both In the sudicnce and orchestra
were wearlng yarmulkes, or skull-caps,
which is the Jewish custom In Orthodox
and Conservative synagogues.

An ironle colncidence is the fact that
there exists a Bar-Nlan University In
Isract, unrelated to our pianist, but
very religous in character and it re-
qulres all lis studenis and faculty to
wear yarmulkes.

Now, at last, one has to wear a yar-

occaslon. The composition refers to the
‘Western Wall,' the surviving trace of
the second Jewish Temple In
Jerusalem, which was destroyed by the
Remans n the year 70 A.D.

It ts considered the most holy shrine
for Jews and jt served as a symbol and
reminder for almost 2,000 years. It is
located in Old Jerusalem and untll the
Six-Day War [n 1967 wasn't accessible
to Jews.

The composltion Is based on lhree
main elements. It opens with trills
from the entire orchestra that symbol-
ize flaming fires, suffering and death.
Then, the maln theme, based on canto-
rlal Idloms, symbolizes Jewlsh courage
and suffering.

The third thematle material forms a
“Choral Anthem,” representlng Jewlsh
pawer, grandeur and strength. (These
descriptions are based on notes by the
composer).

Finke, who was present at the event,
is a prolitic composer whose composl-
tlons were played In the Soviet Unlon
until his departure,

Colorful
coverup

Quilis galore would be a good
titte for the oxhibit being
planned for Sunday and Mon-
day, May 22 and 23 at the
Northwest YWCA, 25940
Grand River, More than 200
handmade beauties will be on
display. Many have been
made by tirst-year students in
ihe class laught by Nancy
Pryor {center), including Elly
Shiller (left) and lleana Line.
Pryor, who has boen teaching
for 13 years, sald there is o
reaurgence of interest in the
handwork ‘“especially when
they learn they can do it by
hand rather than machine.”
Machine qullts, Peyor said, are
not regarded as valuable as
the handmade quilts. “More
and more people want to do it
the ofd-fashioned way,” she
added. Anyone wishing to dis-
play thelr favorite quilt in the
show, or anyonc wanting &
booth at the cvent, should
contact Karen Drake at 537-
8500 as aoon as possible.
Show hours are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. boih days. Admission is
$1.50 with children under 12

free it ied
by a parent. For more informa-
tion, call 537-8500.

Applications

Deadline for young women aged 17-
26 to cnter the Miss Farmington Schol-
arshlp Pageant Is Wednesday, June 1.

Applicatlons can be pleked up in
Farminglon Arca Chamber of Com-

merce, in Its new offlce at 33201 Grand
Rlver.

Contestants wlll be judged on person-
ality, poise, talent, swimsult and eve-
ning gown presentatlons in the pageant,
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available for ‘Miss Farmington’

set for July 27 in Viadlmir's,

Contestants will be Invited to partlci-
pate In a serles of workshops and semi-
nars where they will receive instrue-
tions tn grooming, modeling and inter-
viewlng technlgues by members of the
pageant commlttee.

SEVERAL FORMER PAGEANT
winners will meet the conteatants to of-
fer tips and advice based on thelr exe-
perlences In the pageant.

=
matleally advances to the state compeT
tition. -
I she wins the title of Miss Michl-
gan, she earns herself the opportunity.
to compete In the Miss America,,
Pageant, held ezch September in At:,
lantie Clty. .
Miss Farmington 1982, Roxanne
D'Ascenzo, who wlll relinquish her.,,
crawn at the 1983 pageant, will reprey,,,
sent-the two nelghboring cltics at the
1983 Miss Mlichigan Pageant Saturd;

The Miss ¥
Pageant is a franchise of the Miss
Michigan and Miss Amerlca Pageants,
so the winner of the local pageant auto-

June 11,4z

She was selected at last year’s
pageant, which i3 part of the annua
Foundera Festival.
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