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Bruce Campbell struggles 1o desiroy the Book of the Dead in this

gory acene from “The Evll Dead.”

“‘The Evil

Dead’

deserves to rest

By Tom Panzanhagen
staff wrlter

“The Evil Dead"” represents a (lnl
cffort. It's the fitm

review

p
screenwrlter-director Sam Raiml.

It was made on 8 budget. The most
expenslve item on the lst of production
costs must have been the Karo corn
syrup used to simulate blood.

1t was shot, In part, in the backyard
and basement of the fllmmaker's par-
ents’ home in Birmingham. In one
seene the walls ace, In fact, paper thin,
because they are made of paper,

‘The acting is amateurlsh, the charac-
ters hackneyed, the dtalogue trite and
the camera work clumsy. But It's the
tirst effort of a 20-year-old flimmaker.

Does that fact excuse the film's
many shorteomings? Not when tickets
are $4 a pop.

As a student elfort, “The Evll Dead”
would be commendable. It might take
home first prize in a campus fllm festi-
val. But “The Evil Dead" s not a stu-
dent [llm, although it was concelved by
Ralmi while he was a Michigan State
University student.

It's a professional cffort that com-
mands top dollar at the box office. It'y
a film that's belng shopped around the

Cannes Fllm Festival this week. But,
foremost, It's a film to be avolded.

‘“THE EVIL DEAD” Is about flve
college students who vacatlon at a dlla-
pidated cabln in the Tenncssec hills.
There they encounter “The Book of the
Dead," an ancient tome that ¥¢rves as
catalyst in the resurrectlon of evil de-
mons.

They also encounter creaking floors,
creaking doors, creaking trap doors,
creaking stairs, creaking windows,
creaking bridges, creaking trees and
creaking shower curtains. The only
thing that doesnt creak ls the chaln
saw, which roars like a dependable
chaln saw In a creaky hortor film
should,

At the direst moments of dread and
distress, with characters decapltated
ar transformed into helllsh fiends, lines
itke “Everything will be OK” or “You'll
be OK" spew out with the detested re-
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TOPINKA’S PRESENTS:

THE MOST ELEGANT
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

(AT THE ALMOST UNBELIEVABLE PRICE:)

ONLY °6.95

Congratulations, Every Sunday trom 10-2 pm you will experi-
ence a brunch unlike any othor: Brunch a-la-Topinka. An .
extraordinary presentation of the froshest of truit and julces;
exquisitely prepared omelels and blintzes; hot rolls and
bagels; meats and fishes; and a sweel 1able 1o tempt your

SSi 10 resist.

$4.95 if they're under 10.

And this is merely a sampling of our all-you-can- -enjoy
brunch, Children are welcome.

AND....

And their brunch is only
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Young filmmaker succeeds
with low-budget horror movie|

By Tom Panzenhagen
atatt writar

AM RAIMI HAS ONE film
playing at a theater near
you and another scripted
and awalting a buyer,

This week lie's at the Cannes Film
Festival, showing the flrst {lim,
“The Evll Dead,” selling the second,
titled for now “The XYZ Murders,”
and, more than llkely, hobnobbing
with frlend Stephen King, “Carrie”
author and “Crecpshow” creaior,
who pralses Ralmi in a recent Issue
of Twllight Zone Magazine,

Sam Raiml, a Frankiln resident
out of Groves High Schoot class of
*77, Is 23 years old.

He was 20 when he completed
“The Evil Dead” with the help of
Groves classmates Bruce Campbell
and Ellen Sandwelss, who co-star In
the film that opened Iln New York
last month, in Detroit May 6 and In
Atlanta thls week,

FILMING WAS FINISHED In
19230, but Ralmi spent three ycars
financlng and packaging the plcture,
during whlch time the final product
“evolved, lmi sald. Total pro-
ductfon cnau, or, as Ralmi called It,
“out-af-pocket Indebiedness,” to-
taled one-half milllon dollars.

Ralmi convineed Investors (o buy
shares in the flim by showing them
8mm previews of the pleture. “They
Ilked It and invested in it," Ralml
said, “becausc they reallzed it was
good and that kids can make R {(a
horror fiim) one-tenth as cheap.”

But backers didn’t come knocking
on Raiml’s door. According to the
filmmaker, “I must have aged 10
extra years in my life getting the
flnanelng," most of which, Raimi
said, came from small investors.

However, locking qulte boylsh in
his Ferndale offices of Renalssance
Pletures last week, Ralmi sald,
“Seeing the name of the film on a
marquee glves me a great sense of
accomplishment."

And, he adds with some modesty,
“Right now I think we've got o pret-
ty good thing going.” The “we" he
refers to are Campbell and producer
Robert G. Tapert, whom Ralmi met

while a student at Michigan State
University.

RAIMI BEGAN making home
movies at 13. He's had little class-
room Instruction in film technique
but has been involved, with Camp-
bell and Sandwelss, in school pro-
ductions at Groves and a flim soci-
cty at M5U.

He credits youthful excurslons to
the movies with his Interest in {(lms,
citlng such horror classlcs as "The
Hauntlng" and "Night of the Living
Dead" as inspiratlons.

He pleaded gullty when asked If
"The Evil Dead" was intended par-
tally to resemble Gearge Romero’s
“Nlght of the Living Dead," and
added: “That was really a poweriul
film that scared the heck out of
mer

Ralmi also compared the form of
hls first tilm with the campy, Andy
Warhol verslons of “Dracula” and
“Frankenstein.” “I'm not comparing
the films,” Raimli sald, “but that Is
the closest genre to *Evil Dead.” "

tml expressed some concern
over the impact that ultraviolent
horror films may have on viewers.
“So long as kids are old enough to
knaw the difference between fitms
and real life," Raiml sald, “I don't
think what they sce In a movie al-
fects them outside the movie.

“The same holds true for adults,”
he added. “Anything can set some-
one off. ‘Superman’ could make
them want to jump off a bullding.
But ‘Evil Dead' Is a monster pleture
— iU's nol behavior that someone
could emulate."

IT'S APPARENT (rom talking to
Raimi that he's proud of his first ef-
fort, but he also malntains a sense of
humor about its limitations. About

juarters of the picture was
filmed In Tennessec and the remaln-
ing portlon at a cabin near Mar-
shaill, Mich,, and in the backyard
and basement of Raiml's parents’
home in Blrmingham,

Asked how many people are In the
cast, he sald, "There arc five actors
in the film . ., . then four . . .
three. .nthen. .. "

He also is qulck to share credit
for the film's success, ang he credits
Bart Pierce with creatlng the spe-

then

Sam falmi locks

for “The Evll

pixy
Dead,” the hnckyard film that he has taken to the Cannes Film

ih.on‘

and to

cial effects, which define the film.
“'Bart bullt replicas that were an-
atomically correct, working inslde
out from the bone outward, and fl-
natly palnting on the makeup for
what I call the

movie

tho world.

Reviews of “The Evil Dead" have

n mixed. The film has drawn
raves from such quarters as
Twllight Zone Magazine and Fango-
ria, another scl-fi publlcation, while
more r have

Mlduw end of the movie” Raimi
said.

The replicas were filmed ane
frame at a time, as Plerce brought
about their decomposition, the end
result being the ultimate destruc-
tion of the demons that haunt the
film’s hero.

been less kind.

Raiml's reaction to eriticlsm typl-
flea his feelings about himself and
his work. I read every single thing
that's printed about the fllm, and
naturally I hope it's pasitive, but it
Just kills me that it’s ln the paper in
the first place,” he sald.
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THE SUCCULENT
LOBSTER TAIL DINNER

POTATO PANCAKES (3) 178
{1erved with 1our eream and opplesauce)
(WITH THE EXCEPTIONAL PRICE:) WELSHMAN 250

12 paached eggs. Enghith muffin, ham topped with
American cheere?

ONLY °10.95

STRAWBERRY PANCAKES 250
Al churing May, you will be served our gigantic: lobsler tail WAF'":L;E' 195
dmier in o way thal can only be described on “Topinka's sirawderry 2%
exclusive luxury.” Your dinner includes our baked polalo pecan 195
lopped with melted butler. But that's not all. — our own FRESH MUSHROOM OMELETTE 0

3.
Swits cherse. served with Aaih browns and bagel)
POTATO SKINS (4} 150
tropped with cheddor, jacl cheese and bacon, served
with 2 eggs of your choice and discvits)
BAGEL BASKET
(served with lox, dogel, cream eheese, sliced
tomataes & onions)
POTATO SKINS (4)
(10pped with country gravy, served with
2 exgs of your cholce and biscuits)

LARGE ORANGE OR GRAPEFRUIT JUICE 50

PANCAKES

House Salacd wilth its unlque secret dressing; our homemade
bread and buller; plus all the “extras™ you expect from
Topinka's like: Valet Parking, personable, very aitentive
service, while linen cloths and lingerbowls, too. A dinner here

ial expericnce buecause Topinkas is the place
sare about you.

Celebraie weddings and
graduations in styfe with
colorful room decorations,
cake decorations and party
supplios. You'll tind it al) at
DETROIT POPCORN CO.,

whcrz‘ poopl
: 330

Inctuding bulk paper and
ptastic plates, cups,
disposable tablo covars and
napkins — all in bright
coordlnating colors.
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