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New airline
in town iromns

out the kinks

B2ARD CONTINENTAL Airlines Flight

770 from Houston: I have just flown

to Houston, Jacksonville and Savan-

nah as the guest of Continental Alr-

Iines, Continental Ia & new alrline in town, hav-

i. started service in and out of Detroft May 1,

anc 1t is using all its promotlonal skills to let us
know that it's here.

You may have become aware of Continental
during the recent apate of promotional fares,
espt {ally the Mother's Day speclal that of-
fered $99 round-trip fare to any r * the Ameri-
€an cltley on ita route map.

‘The fare announcement jammed thelr phone
lines, was quicklv sold out, and left a number
of angry potenual ticket buyers standing in
line after the last seat was sold.

The number of seats way limlted, 50 some
people bought tickets but weren't able to re-
serve space; there was nothing left before the
Dec. 11 deadline. That jammed the phone lines
agaln, this time with enraged ticket holders
who couldn't use their tickets.

TO RECTIFY this, the afrline opencd two
addltlonal days and added another weekly
{light to the schedule, sald Denny Bertell of
Contlnental. The origlnal rules of the Mother's
Day promotion were that women could buy the
tickets, fiy Saturday or Sunday to any clty on
the system before Dec. 11, 1983,

The new rules are that such a ticket holder
can {ly Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday or Sun-
day. One additional Night per week has been
added between Houston and Detrolt; It flles to
Detrolt Saturday and back to Houston Sunday.
That has opened up seats throughout the sys-
tem to those who were fast and lucky enough
to buy the tickets by the May 8 deadline.,

Continental flies three flights a day out of
Metro alrport, two to Houston and one to Bul-
falo, N.Y. Any connections out ol Detroit must
be made in Houston. Like Eastern and Delta,
Continental is 2 hub alrline, Al of It Rights
converge on elther Houston or Dallas.

CONTINENTAL OFFERS ONE unusual
feature: an on-board stand-up bar called The
Pub. Half 2 dozen nearby seats are usually
available for passengers who prefer to drink in
this arce of the plane rather than at thelr as-
signed seats,

Unfortunately, the pub Is only available on
DC-103 in the system, and nona of tham Ny aut
of Detrolt. To enfoy that unusual feature, you
will have to be aboard a flight from Houston to
Washington, D.C,, Los Angeles, Las Vegas, or
some other major Western destination.

My experience aboard the four flights I have
taken on this trip was the usual good-news,
bad-news experience famillar to any regular
traveler, Three of the four flighta left and ar-
rived on time. The fourth was an hour late,
part of a one-hour delay that ran llke a ripple
through the system,

The planes are DC-93. The on-board service
is good. The food is edlble, but not wonderful; it
never is on domestlc flights any more, la [t?

THERE ARE STILL a few kinks |n the bag-
gage handling system. We always seemed to ba
standing around wailing for baggage, and in
one case it arrived late on some other airllne's
conveyer.

‘The bad news for me was that my luggage
did not arrive in Savannah when I did; the good
news was that Contincntal sent it promptly on
another alrline rather than walting until their
next regularly scheduled fight, 8o I bad It the
next morning.

By the way, Continental is definitely not the
direct route from Detrolt to Savannah; both
Eastern and Delta fly more directly through
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Stratford’s

Cranbrook P.M. wlll offer lectures of
Interest to anyone planning a trip to
Stratford, Ontario this summer. The
Shakespeare iectures, (o bo held at 8
p.m. Tuesday, June 14, and Thursday,
June 18, origlnally were scheduled for
Cranbrook's own Stratford tour, which
will be Friday, June 17, and Saturday,
June 18.

According to Margot Snyder, pro-
gram dlrector of Cranbrook P.M., any-
one can slgn up for the two lectures.
They are led by Charles Shaw of the
Cranbrook School Englisk department
who will read and talk about “Mac-
beth” and “As You Like It,” two of the
plays by Shakespeare bighlighted at

MarCon Tours in Troy has formed a
Lelsure Travel Club for Individuals
who wish to travel with a group,

The club wlil kave it first meeting/
party 24 pm. Sonday at MarCon

Shakespearean treat

O&E Thuraday, May 19,1963

1

Lecture to preview

offerings

Stratford this season.

The Cranbrook (rip includes both
plays, plus an overaight at the Victorl-
an Inn and dinner at Elm Hurst, a Vie-
torian mansion In Ingersoll. The trip
costs $135 per person. The deadline la
May 31, .

Other trips to Stratford are being led
by the Village Club of Blrmingham, the
Birmin Community House and
the newly established Stratford Festl.
va) America, .

If you would like to attend the two
Shakespeare fectures, it will cost you
$6 for ono or $10 for both. Call Cran-
braook Schoola in Bloomfield Hills at
645-3635.

New club to offer group trdvel : :

Tours, $11 W, Big Beaver, Sulte 105 In
Troy. The public fa invited, and there
will be refreshments, films, free
memberships, a2 drawing and time to
chat and get acqualnted, .
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Atlanta, It only makes sense to go any on
the system If you can comnfortably fly through
Houston,

It Houston i3 a logical gateway for you,
check Continental for any still-avallable pro-
motlon fares.

1t's amazing how much you can learn about’
travel by just walking through an airilne ter-
minal from one flight to another. We had just
disembarked from an Alr Canada flight Wind-
sor-Toronto and were lugging our eras
through the Toronto

§3-seat prop-jet Convair out of Cleveland, 8ar-
i, Londoa, Toronto and Ottaws. -, -,
interest to
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