Colleges to raise tuition

despite state fund increase|

By Tim Richard
siaf writer

Slate Rep. Wilired Webb, a man who chooses his
words carefully, confessed he was “in a state of
shock” last week when univensity presidents told
hiriy they plan (o increase student tuitlon.

The Incréases are coming despite Gov. James
‘Blanchard’s new budget, which advocates 9 percent
more money for the major unlversities and 7.5 per-
cent more {or smaller colleges.

] had hoped we could hold
the line ~ or even get reduc-
tlons,” sald Webb, D-Hazel
Park. “That certalnly is golng
to be a goal of mine.”

Webb, 62, was an educator
for'36 ycars before his suc
cessful venture into politics.
Hé won a speclal electlon to
fi) a House vacancy In mid-
1982 and re-election from 8 L7y b
;z;an?g::‘uuncd district In No- wiirod webb

And although he Is cssen. Chalrman
tlally a freshman, be has drawn major committce
asglgnments of the sort rarely glven to newcomers:

“® Chalrman of the Colleges and Universitles
Cammittee.

‘s Vice chalrman of the Educatien Committee,
which deals with kindergarten-12th grade schools.

® Member of the Taxation Committee, which
handled Blanchard's tax Increase in March.

# Member of the Publle Utllitles Committee.

In part, Webb's chofce assignments were due to
the, defeat of veteran Rep. Lucllle McCollough of
Dearborn, who held the Colleges and Education
posts. In larger part, say Democratic leaders, they
are'duc to Webb's own abilitles.

‘HOUSE Speaker Gary Owen, D-Ypsilanti, said
Wepb drew auch major posts,

ALTHOUGH HE has less than a year in office,
Webb has much Lansing experience. After retiring
from the Hazel Park School District, he worked six
years as a consuitant to tha Senate Fiscal Agency,
researchlng such questions as the school ald formu.
1a and funding of special education.

“That was a pretty good retirement job. I made
more money than I do now, and I didn't work as
hard," he sald with a laugh.

A 1341 graduate of Alma College, Webb taught
math for (lve years, was a counsclor four years, a
principal four years, an assistant superintendent
four years and superintendent 19 year, all in Hazel
Park. Along the way he earned his two advanced
degrees at Wayne State Unlveralty,

WEBB contlnues to worry about Jong-range col-
lege and school funding, particularly for middle
class suburbanites, “The property tax (s overbur-
dencd, State participation {in schoo! funding) is
down. There are inequlitles between districts, even
fn an area like Oakland County,” he sald.

Unlverslties tell him that with a major dose of
new statc money, they could hold the line on tuitlon
but won't hint at a tultion reductlon. Instead, they
suggest state granta to cover tuition for the necdy.

“Even the better off are having trouble meeting
tuitlon," Webb counters.

He doesn’t foresee (he state closing any colleges,
although that is sometimes suggested In Lanslng.
“It's tough to close one, There will be some down-
slldng. There will be climination of some duplica-
tions,

“Jt's easy to say 'lower tultlon,’ but you can’t just
mandate It. And those collcges are autonomous.

DESPITE his two education assignments, Webb
Inslsts, “The real power la In the Appropriations
[ They have i on colleges
and K-12." .

But he says his have

ys
working relatlonships" with two key Appropria-
— Dy Wil

a“chalrmanship, because “we're fortunate to have
PHD:x wlth his kind of experlence locally and his
ungerstanding of the schiool tax structure.
“We've had only one other person with that kind
of experience since I've been in the House — Cliff
Snfart, the assistant Republican leader from
‘Walled Lake."
The legislative race was Webb's second try for
publie office, In 1974, he sought the Democratlc
nomination for Congress but was defeated by a 32-
ypar-old asslstant attorney general named Blanc-
d

Alcoholism series set

~Brighton Hospital will aponsor a program deal-
g with and their p gh
e summer..

= Those who are concerned about loved ones or as-
saclates or those who believe they have a problem
ith alcohol should attend.

+The series will be held at 6 p.m. on the first Tues-
day of cach'month, beginning June 7. Each meeting
will lnat ahout 1% hours and will be held in the
Brighton Hospital Chapel.
;- Brighton Hospital is at 12851 E. Grand Rlver at
the corner of Kensington Road, just off the 1-96
frecway. Phone number Ia 227-6143.
-Some topica to be covered include: Identifying
{fe aleoholle, the discase and concept of alcohol-
ism, where the alcoholle is golng, the enablers and
Intervention. . "
4+ Trained alconollam Counseiuns wiss uo vl
cach m_eel}lng.,
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tions
Hlam Kelth of Garden City and James O'Nelll of
Saglnaw.

The taxation committee assignment, however,
was one Webb dldn’t ask for and dldn't rellsh. Its
flrst order of business was ralsing the state income
tax rate 1.75 percent.

“I don't think anyone expected it to turn out the
way It did," he said, referring to nearly party-ilne
vates in both chambers.

THERE WERE dlscussions of allowlng voters to
substitute a sales tax for the income tax increase,
of using a sales tax hlke to achleve property tax
redietlon, of a host of options.

But the discussions deadlocked over the question
of the size of the deficit. “We (Democrats)} were
convinced we could have sat *til summer, and we
couldn’t have got off that deficit. The Republicans
took the position, ‘You Democrats are going to have
to pass the tax package and the blame for It."
We knew that on a one-party We'd have to unite."
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OCC offers leisure classes

Oakland Communlty Coilege’s High-
land Lakes campus is offering a varie-
ty of non-credit and leisure time cours-
es ranglng (rom aerobic dance to bley.

cla maintenance.

For a schedule, call 360-3041 during
regular business houra,
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SLAGON..

“Frankly sir, isn’t it time we contact G.J. Slagon o fook ofter the roof?*

For over the past decade, we have been installing,
repairing and maintaining roofs of ali types Including:
Asphalt, fiberglass, cedar shake, tile, slate, metal and iat voofs.

341-4050
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