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The Mercyaires, a sclect group of
singers, dancers and from

The 18 girls who make up Our Lady of Mercy High School's Mer-
cyalres wear thelr black pants and vests with striking red blouses
when they sing “Hey There, Good Times,” the numbor they've cho-

The Mercyaires sing and dance

And she must have parental consent for
that schedule.

Merey High School, are revving up now
for natlonal competition when they
face other reglonal group winners in
Johngy Mann's Great American Choral
Festlyal.

The 18 tecns that make up the Mer-
cyalres took the regional flrst-place
award in the early apring competition,
staged in Plymouth, in the chorco-
graphed youth category.

Larry Teevens, director af the group

| he has calicd “my girls" stnce bo

formed the Mercyalres 21 years ago,

was not surprised with that win, And

- nelther will he be surprised if they

- walk away with the $10,000 first prize

after the May 27-2R festiv,
Tbor.

"“This is the best possible time for
them to be performing in competltion.
They have been worklng together since
September and, by spring they are at
thelr absolute best. My girls have a
mandatory 12 hours of rehearsal a
week and have already glven about 50
shows thls year,” Tecvens sald,

“B'y apring they are seasoned and
polished performers and give their
most professional shows.”

TEEVENS CAN cxpect about 100
students to avdltlon for the Mercyalres
every September, By October, the ones
who have made It are ready for thelr
first show, generally at a Merey High
assemhbly.

The eriterla is high.

‘To be chosen, the glrl must already
be a member of the senlor glee club,
She has to have a high enough grade
average to be able to meet the rigorous
calendar of rehearsals and perfor-
mances because 80 many of the shows
they give are during the schoot day.
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Beyond that Teevens, who stages the
wlth the chore-
ographer and planist, chooses the
year’s group because of “thelr sparkle,
their bounce, their glitter,” he said,

“They have got to have the show-
manship that makes for a profeaslonal
shaw.”

Teevens has adhered to a strict regl-
men of professionallsm since the Incep-
tlon of the Mercyalres that s carrled
into churches, Instltutions, schools,
parks, rehabllitation centers, nurslng
homes, private homes and country
clubs.

A great many of the shows are bene-
fits, made possible by the groups whn

2y e

can,” Teevens sald.

‘THE 1982-83 Mcrcyaires are Amy
Bobington, Lenore Benoit, Linda Kur-
zeja, Mary Koss and Karen Wenette,
all residents of Farmington Hllls.

‘pay whatever they

As reglonal winners, they have boen
Invited to attend two “Sweat Your
Heart Out" workshops before adjudica-
tlon of the choreographed youth
groups.

The Mereyaires will be judged Fri
day afternoon.

‘The glrls' competitors are the Prlest
River Show Choir frem Idaho; “Touch
of Cluss” from Ohlo; The West Covina
High School Chamber Singera from
Callfornia; the New Herltage Singers
Irom Lynchburg, Va,; and the Castleers
Chorale (rom California.

THE WINNER chosen from (hese
groups, all judged Friday afternoon,
will bo expected to perform that night
In the “Show of Champtons.”

day s thiv suiiin

, and adult chore-
ographed and non-choreographed
groups.

Host for the entlre festival is the
*Plymouth Community Chorus.

ks f8 the sccond year for Johnny

. Thi
Kerrl Bacsanyl llves in N"‘“h!m‘;»" Mann's Great American Choral Festi-

Rosemarie Blnig, Denlse Nowak an
Wanda Walker are from Detroit.

Laura Culbertson and Sarah Hackett
are both resldents of Orchard Lake,
Dana Drew Is {rom Bloomileld Hills.
Joan Darnell from Southfleld,

Macy Pat Lafferty and Maggle
McGuire are Redford Township resl-
dents. Diane Moare Is from Birming.
ham and Lisa Morgan from West
Bloomfield. Klm Stewart comes from
Garden City. :

They will travel Ln their own bus,
“with a great deal of equipment,”
Teevens sald, to Ann Arbor’s Pawer
Center for the Performing Arts on the
campus of the Unlversity af Michigan
for the weekend of competltion.

val which was established with the
motto “Bringlng America together
through music.”

Tickets for the day of judglog and
the “Show of Champlons” are $7 for
cach day and may be purchased in the
Ann Arbor Chamber of Commerce off-
Iee during regular working hours prior
to the festival dates, On Friday and
Saturday, tickets may be purchased at
the U-M box offlce.

Teevens says he already knows what
he's golng to do with the $10,000 prize
money. .

*“I've got the perfect spot in the
school that will beautifully convert into
a small 100-scat theatre,” he sald.
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sen to open thair act of competition in Johnny Mann's Great Ameri-
can Chorale Festival in Lansing this weekend.

their way to national finals

Drum and piano player for the
group are Mary Koss from
Farmington Hills and Dana
Drew from Bloomfield Hills. But
ail of the musicians have coun-
terparts so they can switch with
one another {o be up front
dancing.
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McQuire from field.
and Wanda

" The trlo above’is‘made up of Lenore Be- Walker of Delroit. At left is bass player

" noit (at lott) from Farmington, Hills.who is Lisa Morgan, who lives In West Bloom-

.‘also & drumnter; Maggle .

. Redford, who also plays ba
Cody e
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In a mediey called “For Ladias Onl:
from Redford, Linda Kurze]a trom F:
Binig from Detrolt sing songs made famous by female singing
groups.

y,"" Mary Pat Lattorty {at teft)
i ilis and




