R

y Judith Doner Berne
Btaft writer

woman of a state task orce on high
&Y

L. Gov. Martha Griffiths palnted an
ptimistic picture of Michigan's future

0 womens' rights, as wel),

“Really, the auto industry s the big-
Qcst hope — but we're trying to diver-
fity," sald Griffiths, v.vho I co-chair-

¥ Mary Lou Callaway
B acial writer

B The nostalglc wall of a train whistle

pay ncver be heard agaln §f plans are
QFrried out to abandon the Grand
[irunk Rallway.

fect men, Laforet sald. It's Important
T any person to have & marketable
'm o sell before openlng a buslness,
S9be advises.
B3] “I1t's no good to have an idea that
;‘? on't fly. So it'a best to do some solld
ROfarket research to make sure you can
£ $urvive in business after you've sold
your wares to your family and friends.
I :"You must have the entreprencur
i spirlt and be willing to risk your own
¢ tmoney, tlme and overtlme, It's a mis.
take to believe a banker will take a
j chance on your investment if you're not
- willing to put up your own money.
Finance yourself for six months, estab.

Continved fromPaget

live in the proposed houslng complex.
About 20 percent of all the units will be
subsldized housing, according to Peck's
plans, .

“It’s interesting bow quickly we got

to 200 names,” be safd. “That proves
there Is a market heve for senlor citl-

2¢ns.”

She urged a coalition of labor, busj-
and government, such as the Japa-
dnse have molded, to move the auto In-

ustry.

High techology naver will replace
the auto Industry, ahe warned, At best,
1t could employ 100,000-200,000 people
over the next 10-20 years, she sald,

“And it will never employ them at
aute industry salarfes, N h

riffiths sees future for E

ROBOTICS AND molecular labara-
torles, particularly [n the East Lansing
{Michigan State Unlversity) and Battla

arez, are eyed for the state, Grif-
flths satd,

"It 18 natural for us to encourage ro-
botlcs. When Europa thinks mechantza.
tion, it thinks of Michigan.”

‘The clothing Induatry is fifth largest
in the Unlted States, s told the break-
Iasters. “We have beea supplying more
than wu‘rlhl_‘rr of the designers.”

we (Michtgan) hava to h;ve ounham."'

The 32.8 mlles of track, from Ponts.
ac to Lakeland In Livingston County,
haa 7.88 mlles running through West
Bloomfield.

And some township officlals are in-
tereated In turning the track Into a blke
or walking path.

lish a track record and then go to the
bank,”

Laforet warns women not to fall into
the trap of the “do-it-yourself syn-
drome. Delegating authority and pay-
ing for legal and financlal expertise
leaves more time for dolng what the
businesswoman does best, she advisps.

LAFORET DECIDED in 1975 to g0
Into her health care business. She and

her partner started in a one-room off-

fce and dld everything from sereening
and Interviewing nurses to marketlng
and payroll functions,

She now employs about 40 persons to
perform these tasks and malntains ker
buslnesses couldn’t grow if she contin.
ued to attend Lo all the details.

Housing project still on -

“But right now, we are not legally
able to give anybody ao npplluuma."

in-bouse siores and shops, walking
paths, a duck pond, courfyards and
greenbelts would render the houaing
development a departure from the typ-
lcal senior cilizen complexes, Peck
said,

She a number
of Detroit's Cass Technological High

Abandonment only would oceur after
legal notices and public hearinga deter-
mine the line Do longer {s cost effec-
tve, sald John David Willlams, Grand
Trunk publk: relations spokesman,

Stresalng talk of abandonment as
“only potential,” Willlams sajd it could

Developlng personal, professional
and business goals s another key to
3succesy, Laforet sald.

“You've got to be aure your Invest.
ment will pay more than a money mar-
ket certiticate in a local bank. 1f you
decide to do your own thing, you can't

. take off at 2 p.m. for the golf course,
.

“Nine out of 10 businesses falt In the
first year. Five years is the next critl.
cal time. Nobody wants you to fai) and
be one of these statistics. A dream isn't
enough. The risk Is yours and so Is the
potential. Set goals, make deci: and

School graduates as headed for New
York design schools and then off to Jobs
in Europe,

“We would like to bring them home, ¢
create a Michigan School of Design. We

-should look at all of this and uss the

creative people we have In the state,

“It shotlld work out to create a really
solld area of employment*

Food processlng and awarding long-
term contracts to timber companles to
manage state-held forests are other
areas of dlversification, she said,

ikers could benefit from i*ail.

happen in “stx months, 10 years or nev.
er.”

fearing of the posalbility, West
Bloomfleld Townshlp Trustee Ray-
mond Holland urged townshlp officials
to get tugether with the land conserva.
tion board and the parks and recreation

ills woman succeeds in business

that, the “bad” aingle buslness tax and
ather high costs, of dolng business, she
runs a successful, $4 million operatlon
with a staff of more than 1,500, -

ABOUT THE SBA, Laforet Bays the
agency doesn’t provide direct govetn.
ment financing for new businesses, But,
working with the private sector, the
SBA guarantees loans for women who
quallfy,

The SBA provides management as-
sistance. Other resources for potential
women are colleges and

keep balance in your life.”

Laforet opened one of ber agencies
In the height of the recesslon, Despite

1

3 of
trades and professions and the Michl-
gan chapter of the National Assoctatlon
of Women Buslness Owners,
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“IF YOU ASK me to speak, you are
obligated to hear a few worda about
women,” sald Grifflths, who introduced
the Equal Rights Amendment when she
represented Michigan in the U.S. House
of Representatives,

She urged women (and men) to lobby:

® To abolish inherftance taxes on

'00ds and property passed between

busband and wife,
® To allow deductlons for domestie
help,
"Property and goods can't un-
taxed between husband and wlife, but

RA and state

any chureh, foundatlon or educational
Institution can Inherit every dime you
have made and saved,

“The only person who can't s the
‘wife who helped earn It and save It
The federal government will tell you
she's valueless, But every minister,
priest and rabbi will tell you she's
priceless,

“If the tax code doesn't recoy the
work of the wife, then they're not golng
to recognize the work of her substl-
tute," she sald on her proposed deduc-
ton for domestie help.

abandonment

cominission to dedicate the rajl path.
“it's n beavtiful scenle pathway that
could be turned into a blke and walking
path,” Holland sald.
Township Supervisor John Doherty

“It should be looked at he sald.
“We've already talked to the {Oakland
County) road commisalon to look at the
possibillty of corvecting the Orchard
Lake Road alj gnment,” satd Doherty,

Township attorney Paul Blbeau said

3

he belleved Grand Trunk would sell the
raifway,

“IU's a valuable plece of property,”
he sald. "They pay taxes on It."

WINDING FROM Pontlac to South
Lyon to Lakeland, a traln travels'
through Weat Bloomtield only twice a
week. It
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