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Hills ponders
tax increase

By Joanne Maliszeawask!
stafi wrlter

Farmington Hills taxpayers will be
dlpping decper into their pocketbooks
to pay a 1.26 mill increase In local tax-
es if clty officlals adopt a proposed
$14.3 mllljon 1963-84 budget.

Because (he state equalized value
{SEV) of property in Farmington Hills
dropped almost one percent, and faced
with a 5.7 percent d [ncrease

‘We really have made
an effort to keep our
expenses down. But
we do have a lot of
cspital needs.’
— Bill Costick
assist. cily mansger

in next year's expenditures, Farming-
ton Hills officials are recommending
an overall 1.2675 mills {per $1,000 of
assessed value) increase. That would
hike the current 7.8255 mills to 9.0930
in 1963-84. i

So If you own a $100,000 home as-
scssed at $50,000, your clty taxes in

So the proposed millage Increase can
be broken down Into several compo-
nents: a new one-mlll levy for capltal
Improvements; a .269-mlll Increase in
the city’s debt levy; and a .2506-mill in-
crease In the city's operating levy.

The proposed one-mill levy for capi-

1983-84 would run appr $454
if the Increase (s approved.

Taxpayers who want to comment or
ask about the d
mlllage Increase may attend a public
hearing at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 31,
in the Farmingten Hills City Councll
chambers. The budget Is expected to be
adopted Wednesday, June 8.

THE DROP in SEV this year can be
traced back to last year when a €-per-
_cent factor was added to resldential as-
sessments, said William Costick, Farm-
Ington Hills asaistant city manager. So
this year, bascd on sales market stud-
les, assessments were rolled back.
And although the anticipated 6.7 per-
+ cent Increase in expenditures includes
approximately $236,000 in local road
improvements, City Manager Law-
rence Savage indicates that about
$369,000 in reserves will be used to bal.
ance the 1983-B4 budget.That holds
true even though state shared revenues
are expected to increase about five
« percent because federal shared reve-
nues slmuitaneously will drop about
$100,000.
““This then, is cssentlally a minlmal,
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| nu-gruwil vperaling budgst,” Savege

“We really have made an effort to
eep our cxpenses down,” sald Costlek.
But we do have a lot of capital needs.”

P! stems {rom a recent-
1y presented six-year capital improve-
ment plan for Farmington Hills which
lists projects in priority of need such as
dralnage, public bulldings, roads, sani-
tary sewers, equipment and parks and
recreation facillties.

In 1083-84 city offlclals want to
spend $2.1 mililon on capltal improve-
ments. But the proposed one-mill levy
garners only $342,000, so another $1.2
milllon in reserves as well as $40,000 tn
interest from clty investments would
be addded to the pot.

IF THE budget and capltal improve-
ment plan are approved, the $2.1 mll-
1lion would be spent on the long-planned
Caddell Draln Project (Red Roof Inn
area), jolntly funded with OQakland
County and Farmington; other miscel-
lancous drain lmprovements; u $i-mils
tlon installment on improvements for
the police department headquarters;
and a sccond optlon payment on the
Spicer property on Farmington Road,
between 13 and 14 Mlle. Improvement
plans for the police bultding also will
be discussed at the May 31 city couricll

u-y};; capltal impr v
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Church
stages
peace
meeting

By Joanne Msllszewskl
staff writer

More photos
on pages 4, 10

If you notleed hundreds of balloons
floating above Farmington Saturday,
they were a message from about 50
participants in a peace gathering at
Our Lady of Sorrows Cathollc Church,
“Imagine your balloon is fllled with
the spirit of peace,” Mark Springer,
,Our Ledy of Sorrows new worship
coordinater, told those holding the plnk
and red balloons,

“'Instead of missiles of war, let's send
forth our balloons of peace,” he sald, as
some 1,200 hellum-filled balloons rose

In the air.

Saturday’s “Call to Peace™ at Qur
Lady of Sorrows kicked off annual
“Peace Pentecost” acUvitles which
culminated In o prayer for peace and
peace ‘party at Southfield’s St. Bede's
Catholic Church. .

Participants traveled in a “Path-
" ways to Peace” motorcade between the
two churches, B

Local Peace Pentecost activitles
were especlally timely this ycar be-
cause of the recent release of the con-
- troversial US. bishops® letter on war

including a caplital budget, reprresenu a
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Ross tells audience

Catholic Church In Farmington.

fifled the alr at the Peace Gatharing sponsored Saturday Dy Uur Lady of &

RANDY

i . and peace.

Blshop “Thomas Gumbleton, one of

the primary authors of the pastoral let-

Roman

ter, was exp
of Sarraws Wednesday ovenlng.

to speak at Our Lady
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Industrial age is dead

‘ By Joanne Mallszewski

+ statf wrlter

that It's gone,” sald Ross, former Oak

Park state senator.
h

'Amerlcans should accept the death
- of thelr Industrial economy with Its re-
nowned mass production system and

get on with building a future based on -

- skilled labor and sophisticated technol-
- ogy, sald Douglas Roas, the new Michl-
" gan Youth Corps dlrector.
. "We have ccased to be a major man-
- ufacturer,” Ross told about 30 men and
women Monday at a symposium on the
. quality of life ln the 1980s, sponsored
- by the Blil;m.lngham Temple. .
. en

gh-voll mass p tlon sup-
ported by unskilled labor began dylng
‘In the 1970s, when corporate decislon
makers turned to cheaper labor in
‘Talwan and Malaysia,

“It's {mass production and, unskilled
1abor) leaving all the developed coun-
tries,” he sald. “It is going to these
places where labor is cheaper.”

“To the extent’ that it Involves un-
skitled labor, Its never coming back."

S0 NIOW faced with a loss of our

begin

unskilled labor and

+ producing 11 milliion cars and sustain

- that level for 12 months, Ross sald,

. one-half milllon workers still would be
unemployed. | ‘

- . “"We have to reach the last stage of
accepting the loss *of our industrial
economy. We have to accept the fact

mass production- system, Americans
have to change course from “capltal In-
tensive actlvity” to a “knowledge in
tensive economy.”

“But how do we find our way through
this transition?” Ross asked, “First of,
all we've got to atop the process of sub-

sldizing what is dying.”

The former dlrector of both Michl-
gan Common Cause and the Michlgan
Cltizens Lobby sald, for example, that
the federal government's loan to
Chryzler in the late 1970 to keep the
auto corporatlon afloat was “misguid-
cd”

“1 would say the loan to Chrysler
was a mistake,” he sald. “I don't think
those kind of subsidies make long-term
sense even though Lhey appear to poste
pone some short-term pain.-You subsi-
dlze people, not corporations.” ‘

Although Americans hesitate to let
major corporations fail, we should let’
them fall to free up capital to create
new jobs, Ross sald.

Even though America still must
maintaln {ta manufacturing ability, it

_ must be upgraded and sophlsticated If

Pleass tum 1o Page 4

T~ =

e =

Doug Ross: “They aren't as
strong as they seem — not the
UAW, not GM: They're getting
weaker." .

In synagogue defacing

By Tom Basr
stalf writer

The recent defaclng of Farmington
Hills' Adat Shalom Synagogue was a
“spur-of-the-moment _thing" carried
out by three teen-age boys who've cone
fessed to the crime, according to a po-
lice offlcer who was Involved in thelr
apprehension.

The suspects, all juvenlles, were re-
Jeased to the custody of their parents
after belng charged with malicious de-
struction of property over $100, ac
cording to police.

They were to have had a hearing In
QOakland County Juvenlle Court this
week.

Farmington Hills Police sald vandals
using cans of spray palnt defaced the
synagogue, on Middlebelt north of 13
Mite, sometime on the night of May 14,
a Saturday,

Swastlkas, Ku Klux Klaq inltials, ra-
cial eplthets and obscenities were

3 teens charged

painted on the synagogue’s outer walls,
Sldewalks and street signs near the
bullding were simitarly vandalized,

One of the suspects llves in Farming-
ton Hills; the other two reside in “an-
other area community,” according.to
Sgt. Richard Murphy of the Farming-
ton Hiils Police.

“No (pollee) department's had any
contact with them before this as far as
we know,” sald Murphy, who declined
to rélease thelr names because of thelr
Juvenile status,

Murphy sald a tip telephoned to po-
lice on the Monday followlng the incl-
dent led to the arrest.

“We followed it up and called them
in,” he safd. “At that time, they readily
admitted their part in the destruction.

“Allegedly, It was just a spur-of-the-
moment thing. There's no {ndlcatlon
that they beleng to an organized group
or anything llke that.”
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‘What should be done -
to save Hills ‘park?

, Since the Farmington Hills City
Council agreed to the Spicer
property and convert it Into & recro-
tional ares, a legialative voie pext
week alm will steat away
the state funda Intended for the buy.
The money will ba diverted to the new-
instituted summer employment pro-
am, [N N
@ logs of state fugds will thrust the
burden. back oo councll to figare out
b‘oy to fund’the parks program. They

could use your ideas.
Quarre] questionis; - .

“WHAT IDEAS DO YOU HAVE TO
FINANCE TOE PURCHASE OF THE
SPICER PROPERTY AND SAVE THE

ARET ,

' To answer thulQum), call us -
at 477-5498, You have until 1 pm, Fri-

3 hal 3
S T "l el
anlngim Observe .
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Due to the- Memorlal Day
Holiday, our offices will be
closed Monday, May 30.

Yo place a classilied ad in
the Thursday, June 1st edi-
tion, please call Tuesday,
May 31 between 8 a.m. and
§:30 p.m.

Creative Living
to join Observer

Premlering In today’s Issue of your
Farmington Observer i3 a new sec-
tion for our readers and advertisers.
It's called Creative Living,

With the upturn in the real estate
market In qur clrculation arez, we
felt the need to supply our readers
and advertisers with a more read-
able, comprehensive real estate pack-

- age.

All real estate-related advertising
has been packaged together to pro-
vide the most conclse shopping and
buying guide available,

. News  in thls section will include
the latest

about the lively |

arts and the trends that affect our

WUfcstyles, .

Ahyone wishing to have llems pub-
lished In Creative Living should con:
tact edltor Corlnne Abatt at 644-1100
Ext. 280, Advertisers can reach Dan
Chovanec at 391-2300 Ext. 241,

To make sure your living I3 cre-
ative, read Creative Living every
Thursda

Y. N
We welcome your thoughts ‘and.

comments. ,
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