Political showdown on economy

By Tim Richard
staff writer

On econumlu. Democrat James Blanchard says,
“Give ‘em a blgger carrot?" while Republican leg-
islators say, “Qult hllut:u'un with the blz ltlck "

direct

stimutation nf Inulmsl investment to lum Jobs into
chigan in hls economic address to the Michigan
Legisiauture recently, Borrowing & page from the
New Deal of the 1930s, Blanchard alsc offered a
summer ‘obs program for youth and

Thursday, Mey 26, 1833 OLE

{T.Ro-11A F-17AX0}13A

The Republicansa’ 38 points
ware grouped under three
major headings: regulatory
reform, reducing business
costs and job development.
Only in the job
dovelopment area did the
Gor program bear a faint -

workers,

Four days carller, Republican leaders offercd
thelr own program, emphaslzing cutting the cost of
dolng buslness through wages, taxes, workers com-
pensation and heatth care costs.

BLANCHARD BORROWED a Republican idea
for bis progrum “'We will ellminate workers com-
trom

the base ol the alngle business tax, , , **

That [dea had been pushed by Sen. R. Robert
Geake, R-Northvllle, during the debate on Blane-
hard's plan to raise (he state personal income tax.
But as Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, sald, “We were
rebuffed by the governor.”

Most of the press and felevision attention to
Blanchard's address emphasired the short-term
summer joba plans — 60,000 youth jobs (average
summer wage: $1,250) In repairing or cleaning up
publle bulldings, parks and soll projects; 20,000 jobs
(average wage $4,000) for construction workers
buliding or repairing reads, hridges, housing [nsula.
tion, achools and hosplials,

It was accompanied by the pmmlse of & 100 per-
cent atate tax credit to "any Michigan business that
hires young people for summer work under the pro-
vislons of federal guldelines.”

ON THE LONG.TERM economic future, Blanc-
hard pledged, “Michigan will do mora o help our
businesses grow and prosper than any state in the
country.” Items:

® A $60 millicn fund”

to the :
Hlnnchard program.

@ Easing business taxes by matching the federal
25 percent tax credit for research and development
expenditures and Geake's proposal to elimlnate
workers comp and unemployment comp charges
from the payroll base of the singte buslnexs tax,

BLANCHARD FOLLOWED through on a cam-
palgn promise Lo make community colleges a ma-

dry list of changes: gearing regulations to corpo-
rate size and compliance records, requiring the
state to reimburae business for the coats of defense
against “clearly wrongful regulatory actlons,” not
adopling state regulations where federal regula.

ona exist, and the requiring “economic Impact
statements” for pro new regulations,

(The economle impact statement has been long
advocated by Rep. W.V. (Sandy) Brotherton of
Farmington.

“REDUING BUSINESS costs” was a category In
which (he GOP had 11 proposals. Blanchard barely
alluded to the tople.

Among the Republican planks:

® Efforts to reduce the cost of health benefits
for business through progressive methods of cost
contaloment.

® Reasonable efforts to limlt malpractice
claims,

@ Oppose any restrictions on employers' ability
to self-insure health benefits.”

® Further reduce workers comp Costs by “fur-
thcr of Lthe’

o
by hearing

Jor factor In s by
saylng: !

“And to our workers wea make this pledge: We
wlll traln you — free —~ to compete for new jobs
wh::"luy company locates or expands in Lhis
atate!

The {lnal Guarter of Blanchard's speech was de-

+ voted to general stata questions with little detall —

“an ongolng regulatory review,” work with other
Great es slates on & regional economle atrate-
gy, state attention to such industries as food pro-
cesalng, timber, tourism and technology.

THE REPUBLICAN program was offered by
House Minority Leader Michael Busch of Saginaw
and azslstant leader Paul Hillegonda of Holland.

Their 38 points were grouped under three major
headings: regulatory reform, reducing buslness
costs and job development. Only In the job develop-
ment area dl.d the GOP program bear a faint re-

which will “encourage new investment and new en-
terprises In our state” — in short, offering en-
terprisa capital,

# Easlng the effect of the single business tax
(essentlally a payroll tax) on 23,000 small firms by
raising the revenue Iimit on the filing requirement
and royalty p

® Opening six small bualness assistance centers
across the state. Their purposes: help eliminate un-
necessary regulations and cut through red tape™ to
et answers.

® Promote Michigan products ln world markets,
{Republicans applauded this item, polnting out it
Elld )llrudy started under the Mililken administra-

on.,

Seven Ways to

o gram.
Semema ]or Republican differences:

& Repeal of the state prevalling wage law. This
had been a major battla — and a loss — for Repub-
lican senators in 1982, “By llll.ug the union shop
w-ge as the ‘prevailing wage,’ the law unfairly

ria of the state where wage rates, and
the cost of living, are lower.”

@ The state should not provide services in com-
petition with private industry. The GOP critlclzed
the Civil Service Commiasion for barring agencies
from hiring private contractors In such areas as
data pi g P! and sur-
veyl.n

@ Where Blanchard promised attentlon to regu-
latory complalnts, the GOP was ready with a laun-

in nork:n comp cases.

®. Relmpoultion of the wnlung week for unem.
ployment comp benefits and “closing the voluntary
quits loophole.”

@ Ralsing tha fimit In small clalms court from
ngo to $1,200 to help small businesses collect
debts,

Campground
guide available

Free coples are now avallable of the 1883 Michi-
gan Campgrounds Directory for owners or renters
of recreational vehicles,

Published by the Micligan Associatlon of Recre-
atlonal Vehicles and Campgrounds (MARVAC), the
directory llats more than 60 of Michlgan private
cnmpgrounds

on a map of
nud Includes directions to each, .

Campgrounds are coded with reference to 21
available camplng services Including swimming,
fishing, snowmoblling, laundry facllitles, water and
sewer hookup,

Free coples of the directory will be avaitable at
MARVAC member campgrounds and dealers; tour-
ist Informatlon centers; from the State Police,
chambers of commerce and other outlets,

Ta obtaln your free copy, send'a self addressad,
atamped envelope to: Campground Directory,
MARVAC, 19045 Farmington Road, Llvonia 48152,

Protect Your Jnvestment

"YOUR FURS HAVE A FUTURE
Now it the fime (0 remodel. make necessary srpain. 24 2 new
beung or 3 new look. SAVE J0°0 and det Duerch’s do the work
0 our moviern tacilities Qur expérts are maden. they Il advise you

< honesily and 4o the iob to perfecion. .

WHY TAXE CHANCES? STORE YOUR ’UIS TODAY

Faotect your valubée fues from theh, fice. mothe amd heat

m out swnlifically controlied Cokd Storage Fur Vauks.

GIVE YOUR FURS A BEAUTY TREATMENT

Expent deaning and plazing hefere storage wolonga

the tile of your fur. Frelect your mvedment.

FOR FREE PICK-UP CALL:
9738300 or 6423003

RICK / FURS

. 20%'OFF ON ALL LABOR
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Stalker & Boos
cN,

With over 45 years experience in the field of fine
arts and antiques, Stalker & Boos will be available
for complimentary verbal appraisals {excepting
jewelry, books, coins and stamps) on Saturdays
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and 2:00p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Properties are now being accepted for consngn—
ment to our upcoming auctions.

Stalker & ‘Boos

280 North Woodward » Birmingham, Michigan (313)646-4560
Located inthe lower level of the Great American Insurance Building

'

Celebrate Gorman'’s
43rd...with 25% to
30% Savings!

This Friday, Saturday & Sunday only..but If you
hurry In now, you won't miss out on our huge
savings..they're something to celebrate, tool

GORMAN'S MIGHT CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY, TOO!

Come Into any Gorman's before June 6 and enter the Blg

Birthday Bash Gift Cetebration.

Each store will draw winners for the following Birthdsy

Bash gifts:

© Professional design services for your dream room.

& Luxurious silk flower arrangement to match a room In
your home, delivered on your birthday.

 Birthday cake created by the Hotel St Reals Executive
Chet Cordon Blew, Jin Emous.

® “A Day of Beauty” at Saks FiRth Avenue, Includes
mankcure, make-up and halrcut,

SAVE 25% ON
GRAND VILLA

X SAVE 30% ON
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CETERA BRITTANY
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SAVE 30% ON
UPHOLSTERY

SAVE 25% ON SAVE 30% ON SAVE 30% ON
PREFACE EDITIONS CONNOISSEUR
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