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from our readers

Disappointed
in coverage

To the éditor:
1 am disappointed In your choice of
at

information as objectively and accu-
rately as you can, knowing your best
Intercst i3 in the best interest of the
peopla you serve. As an English major
in college, I am concerned about word
usage. Agaln, your paper needs to use
words that Inform and open people's
mde?undlnm not, I think, 1o incite or
e.

wo g g the peace

Our Lady of Sorrows this coming week-
end. Because 13 an cmotionally
charged [ssue, words that connote and
nuance meanings need to be chesen
with care.

For example, your use of the lerm
“anti-niuke” is not a term mentioned at
all in any literature or promotlon of the
peace “vigll" “Antl-nuke” certalnly
conveys a negallve and inflammatory
attitude. It conjurs up scenes of demon-
strations, chanting, and the like. Again,
in none of the literature about this
peace vigll Is the term anti-nuke used.

The use of “rally,” again your term,
as op| to “vigll,” is another poor
cholee of terms. "Vigli” spectfically re-
fers to the night before a rellglous feast
or observance, in this case the feast of
Pentecost. “Rally” agaln deplets a
much different plcture, something
much more bolsterous. The usc of “vig-
11" 18 a consclously chosen word to clar-
ify the gathering of people for .this

event.

Blshop Gumbleton {s comlng to Sor-
rows to explaln the pastoral letter, to
clarify questlons and meanings, and to
shed some light on how the bishops
came to flnally and overwhelmingly
agree on their letter, He is coming to
inform. I feel your depletion indlcated
he was coming to lead the rally or to
cheer us on, 50 to apeak. Because Blsh-
op Gumbleton s a controversial flgure
and is not recelyed by some, In falmess
to him and to what he is delng I think it
would have been more appropriate to
clearly state hia Intentlons for coming
to Sorrows, Reflecting on the responses
you wrote from the Oral Quarrel, it is
clear to me that those who were al-
ready against the blshop's stand are
now more entrenched. I would have
hoped they would at least feel open lo
attend his presentation to see and un-
derstand why the blshops sald what
they said and to understand Uie meticu-
Jous care that went Into the wording of
thelr letter. I think you could have as-
sisted with that with more careful
wordlng of what is really happening
when he comes.

The Farmington Observer ls widely
vead and supported. For me it is the
neswspaper that gives the most and best

about what 1s in
the Farmington-Farmington Hills area.
1 am particularly appreciative of your
coverage of what young people are
doing and involved with in the area. I
would hope, then, that you would print

3 ly bope you will continue
to find the right words to convey the

real situations. .
David Marray
Farmington Hills

Fallen friend -

memorialized

To the cditor:

Every year, on the last Monday In
May, Amerlcans gather to celebrate
Memorial Day. Some people use plen-
ics and softbalt games, some the Indy
$00 to celebrate. In somo towns, the
traditional parade with the high school
band, the VFW, and the Le-

Parents’ help
.

is needed

To the editor:

Should more money be glven to the
school system? No, the educational sys-
tem has not proven Itself a sound finan-
clal investment. In fact, traditional
publle schooling In the United States
has proven to be a highly ineificlent
place to put money. We spend about
$28 billion dotlars on educatlon cach
year.

The cost in Michlgan per K-12 stu-
dent 13 about $2,000, The recent Natlon-
al Commission on Excellence in Educa-
tion repott tells how much this money
hos helped educate our children.
Change In (he approach of the educa-
tional system toward schoollng our
youth goes without saying and has been
dealt with in-depth in the recent feder-

al report.
Some soclologlsts belleve as much as
90 percent %l school Ech{nvemml s

gion, marches down maln street to ¢l-
ther the cemelery or a monument in
the town square. Words are said, flo-
wers placed and a salute la rendered.
The band members fidget while they
wait to be released. Then, (rom behind
a hlll, the echo of trumpets playing the
final tribute. “TAPS.” Older men get
misty remembering people long since
passed away, and the younger chlldren
wonder what iU's all about.

In February 1981, while stationed at
Fort Rucker, Ala,, as a hellcopter In-
structor pllot for the Army, 'what it's
all about™ took on & new meaning for
me. I had gone into the Warrant Officer
Hatl of Fame locking to find my Httle
bit of Immortallty, a guidon used by
class 78-35, Royal Blue, my class. But
what I found was the name of an old
{friend, an aquaintance really, etched in
brass. ROY K. (Ken) WILLIAMS, Viet-
nam, July 1089, We hadn't been good
friends, just played in the band togeth-
er, graduated from Farmington Senlor
High, class of '67. But his nume took on
2 new meaning to me, a fallen brother,
In July 1969, I had just completed basic
training and was home on leave be-
twecen assignments, but I don’t remem-
ber hearing anything about his death.

‘Today, 14 years later, I stand In Ko-
rea just 25 miles from Panmunjon. The
talks go on for a war that ended when I
was 4 years old. A state of war still
exisis between the two Korcas. Some-
times at 2300 hours, (11 p.m.), I'll be
outside, and the call of a bugle will
float across the compound. Every night
the cerle, peaceful, very {inal, last call
of the day, “TAPS.” (Remembering
those who answered the call, pald the

* ultimate price)

Restin Peace, {(gh Batley Rorea

¥

Jamea Coleman in Equality of Educa-
tional Opportuitity cited the student
(and hia self-lmage) as the most Im-
portant person ln the classroom for de-
termining schoal achlevement, A non-
{deatlonal environment in the home has
been cited by many to ferecast school
fallure. Soclal sclentista such as the
late Margaret Mead Indicate that the
way to make a soclety great Is to ad-
dress the way people become human —
(he child-rearlng process.

What ks Indicated to help our chil-
dren succced {n xchool is support in the
child-rearing task.

HOW CAN SCHOOLS HELP? They
could promote the concept of a parent-
teacher team, but the teacher s the
helper of the parcnt. They could learn
how to counteract a mnon-ideatlona)
bome environment. Educational input
could be taitored to children’s learning
styles to maximize learning potential.
The substitute parent role of the school

could be recognized, accepted and met.

More than 50 percent mothers with
young children work. A day off school,
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even a planned day, with no
alternative activity is dlscuptive to the
family unlt and can be dangerous for
the young child. Schools could work
with communlty agencles to sponsor
after- and out-of-school fun, learning
aclivities.

What can the rest of us do? We could
work with the schools and other agen-
cles such as the library to offer accessi-
ble, ble, atter- and out-of-school
programs with transportation systems
that don't depend upon the parent.
Community health and child-care pro-
grama must be.available and accesal-

ble:
Margaret R, Spelman, PoD., R.N.

32" Brass
Sale

$1050°

32" Chrome

Sale

L8 '-' 58250

Other Slzes In Stock

Al Simitar Savings theu June 1
25 Years Experlance - Lamp Repalr & Service

LAMP SHACK <

6682 Orchard Lake Aoad
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Phone 851-6777
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SALE!

ONE-WEEK ONLY &

Dwarf
Marigolds

6 Plants 59°¢

REG. 89¢ EACH PACK

. TIIU(:KLdADs of Fresh ANNUAL PLANTS Arrive Daily!
« Any Day, ASK US For Advice on Landscaping or Any Growing Prohlem.

N

o

. Dramatic Flowering

" Soe Qur Many Other Tomato and Vogotable Annuals

e
8.98 to 14.98
B FOR BUN:
A « GERANIUM + LANTANA s N
While 6000 Packs Last untll Wednesday, June 1. y ¢ VERBENA - BLACK EYED USA
Vellow and other colors. FOR SHADE (Porches, Pallos, Balconies)
See Our Many Other Flowering Annuals « IMPATIEN « LADY FRANCES BEGONIA
) WL Faier e - « WAX BEGONIA + CHARM BEGONIA
i ; IcourPONIYE
Giant Tomato Plants SELECT-NOW! All 5-PIECE eyt ¢
99¢ Outdoor Table and Chair Sets Weed-B-Gon
an. . . REG. 4.98
< EARLY GIRL o MALLIN . Sale 3.98
L S erce s D59% OFF e
« ITALIAN PEAR « KELLER WITH MFQ. REBATE
+ YELLOW +» CALDER . Your final cost
« CHAMPION
: gggﬁfﬁ?‘én Big savings and blg selection at English Gard s 1'98 N
- nglisl jardens. . ®
: gﬂzsﬁ \!‘ANTASTIC En]oy your summer on the patio, porch or balcony. “5;5{.”;%3%‘}::‘,‘..&.‘.,‘:}."&%’:%’2‘“
. . . ’

N

Combination
- PLANTERS -
of Beautiful
ANNUALS
6-INCHPOT | " |
, 598 -~ -
€%-INCH POT

14-INCH Long Box

CLEARANCE

‘All Jackson & Perkins
Roses [n RedipPlant Boxes.

Formerly 7.45 to 9.45.

5.98

Palonted and non-patented.
Many varioties. Come earty.
] *Mno at only 6.98

. SCOTTS Turl Builder Plus 2
_ Gives You The Scotts Difference

AND SAVEBIG
with Scolts Mail-tn -
REFUNDS of $2 and $4
. 50008Q.FT.
REFUND OF $2
10,000 8. FT,.
REPUNDORS4
Scotts "Turl Bullder
Plus 2:fertllizes.and.
controls more then:
40, weeds. * :

Two Year ‘Round Garden Centers’
and Nurseries . . . Ask Us Far.Advice

W, BLOOMFIELD

* 8370 Orcherd Lake
“Road al Mapie: .
881-7608 -

" 'DAILY

Hanging Baskets

From The Fineat Growsre
in Michigan and Ohlo

OEARBORN
22050 Ford R
& Oufer Drive
278-4433

800 10 9:00 — SUN, 0:00 to
VISA AND MASTERCARD .
I@n Expire Wednesdsy, June 1




