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moral perspectives

Rev. Robert Schaden

Moral immaturity
plagues our society

At the recently held Livonla Prayer
Breakfast the Honorable Paul Hellyer,
former vice prime ter of Canada,
suggests that as we become technologl-
cal glants we can remain moral adoles-

cents.

Considering the motivation of much
adolescent behavior, the man from
across the border was right on target.

fishly adolescent to care about the
problems we create for lhose who
come after us?

Sell-cen! s another trait
which seems to survive adolescence.
The “me flrst" philosophy s alive and
well across the widest generation gaps.
Looking out for num.:;ruona In unn:u;d

For Church Directory Advertising Information
PLEASE CALL 644-1100 Ext. 217

BEVERLY HILLS

by the ved
Such a mentality allows

While the P s not
totally devold of responsible persons,
there are certaln commonalltles in

thelr behavior motivation that leaves
something to be desired.

For one thing, they are often short-
slghted. They tend to Jook for quick so-
lutiona to tmmedlate difficulties often
ignoring long-term effects.

They are also prone to be sclf-cen-
tered to the exclusion of considering
the effecta of their behavior on othera.

THIS IS why their stereca can be
heard above most tornados. Gut reac-
tion rather Lhan rational analyals is of
ten & motivating factor in the decisions
they make. Finaily, those who have not
yet reached moral adulthood have &
way of justifying practicaly anything
they might do.

To suggest, however, that such
behalvor Is limited to those in thelr
teen years {5 unfalr to many in this age
group. At the aame time, it becomes an
unwarranied acquittal of those, who
desplte their years, prefer an existence
of ethlcal acne. .

Short-asightedness in problem solving
is not Hmited to those on the boltom
side of drinking age. Our technological
decisions are ample indication, Pestl-
cides, for example, are too often con-
aldered effective because they can kill
bugs. But In too many cases the long-
range effects have been leit to someons
else to deal with.

Nuclear reactors are accepled as an

by

us to ignore the plight of the underpaid
vegetable plcker on the grounds that
our salad is more important.

Me-lsm also gives us perinisslon to
look at today’s coat effectiveness for us
as the bottom line of many of our deci-
slons that alfect others.

IT BECOMES (he central considera-
tion In the abortlon of a life that
threatens our convenlence, When a
“me-first” mentality s the driving
force In the lives of individuals we can
bardly expect It to fade Into the back-
ground when such Indlviduals come to-
gether to make the decislons of busi-
ness, educatlon, government or the mil-

tary.

Gut reaction also stands high on the
1iat of motivators for much of soclety,
regardiess of age. For example, we do
not choosa (o be distracted with the
fact that capital punlahment has little
or no effect on serlous crime.

Rather, we operate from a gut reace
tion for fear and revenge in order to
{ry the S.0.B, No matter that tho sys-
tem may have failed and glven up the
wrong man (Moat executed peoplo are
male and lower clags), At least we feel
better and that makes It all right.

Yes, we do have a tendency to Justify
practically anything we wanot to do, We
conduct wars in Lhe name of good. We
increase arms in the name of defense.
We sbort in the name of indlvidual
rights. We allow hunger and the sys-
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