A top officlal of the nation’s leading
{e-selection consulting flrm for busi.

called a study that placed Michi-
n at Lhe bottom of the list In Its busi-
psy climate “simple-minded and use-

give & Mat one to 48 ranking of the
states.”

Shapiro made hls .femarks at the
Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce conference In the Grand Hotel
on Mackinac Island.

Of the Alesander Grant study, he
said, 1 think it's malnly a compendium
of rather rankings
which bave very little to do with the
actual faclors that contribute to, or
hinder, economic growth.”"

lliam Shaplro, vice president of

snufacturers Assoclations., That re.
brt Lsted Michigan 4B out of 48 states

SHAPIRO SAID, “Some of the crite-
ria utllized in the study are outdated,
many are irrelevant, and some are
very ambiguous, s it's the old expres-
sion, ‘garbage In, garbage out.’

“AddIng up a bunch of miscellancous
statistical rankinga which flnd Michl-
gan last reslly doesn’t tell us mugh

try you're talking about. Too many
tors enter into It just to be able to

ho will train

§ Southfield Community Placement is

king for Oakland County employers Detrolt Edison Co. a $100

State business climate survey called

As an example, Shapiro cited the

‘Adding up a bunch of study’s use of value added per produc-

tion worker as an indlcator of produc-

miscellaneous tvlty. He sald the figures were flve

statistical rankings years n;dtand m& “very little to §°

with what & manufacturer means by

which find Michigan worker productivity when he's looking
last really doesn't teil for a place to locate :!u plant.”

Shapiro said manulacturers are con-
us much about what cerned about productivity factors such
the true issues as how hard-working people are; how
affecting i flexible and versatile
development in the :hr:y are, and how well trained they
Michigan ares.’

— Witllam Shapiro AS ANOTHER example, he sald

electrie power costs for business can-

about what Lhe true lssues

not be measurcd by state, but rather
should be by uthlity
service area.

P
In the

area.”

A company uslng 400,000 kilowatt

Fermi 2 costs up; opening delayed

Iing to take advantage of its OJT
-the-Job tralnlng) program.

A Employers will recelve 50 percent

[imbursement of gross wages paid.

e P enables emp o

n quallfied applicants and opens the

r to additional tax credits alter the

milllon decrease in the projected cost
of a power plant under construction
and a $350 mililon Increase in the pro+
jected cost of another. A delay fn the
d opening of the second plant
was also announced,

- The Detroit-based utlllty sald the
tial tralning. projected cost of the two-unit Belle
or further information, call 354- River coal-fired plant near Port Huron
7. was reduced by $100 mlllion to $2.05
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bittion, P
jeetion of $2.15 billion. The commer-
cial operation date remains mid-1984.
Unlt 2 is sull projected for mid-1885

d with the eacller pro-  power plant near Monroe is expected
to Increase lo $2.7 billion from $2.35
billicn, and its antlcipated operation

date to be set back to June 1984 from

start-up. November 1983,
Detroit Edison attributed the reduc- Nearly one-third of the increase was
tion In Belle River's projected cost to d to charges and

impraved productivity by Its staff, con-
tractors and constructlon workers, and

taxes as construction is stretched out
as a result of completion of changea

ion in the cost of “by revised federal regula-
But the cost of the Ferml 2 nuclear  tions.
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hours per month in one part of Michi-
gan may have a monthly blll of
$12,000, while In another part of Michi-
E:’x;, the bill would average $23,000, he

Sha sald such factors as proper-
ty-tax abatement and educational and
tralning facllities’are pluses for Michi-
gan’s bualness climate, while Michlgan
ranks on the tough end of the spectrum

‘useless’

on environmental regulations.

He zaid local economic development: *
is extremely important, “Too much -
emphasis ia glven the state business cli-
mate,” Shapiro contended, “when often’ :
the most important factor is Lho local;
business climate, how well the local:
communlty can work with ladustry, .
‘avaltable sites and utility services and &
amenities" 3
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