Chlld_ abuse trust fund gets o

It's off to a
slow start — but
it's law.

o prevent
child abuse, the
Michigan Legiala-
ture last year cre-
ated a state Child
Abuse Preventlon
Board and estab-
lished a u\{u fund
:{‘lﬁ’l:n!‘“ of §20 “a rising tide

“In_Michigan, ©fcases”
over $250 milllon s spent every year
‘on treatment services,” sald state Rep,
Debble Stabenow, D-Lansing. Stabenow
was chief sponsor of the package of
laws that ercated the board and the
trust fund.

JYet becausc treatment is often too
!lple. too late, Il docs not stem the rls-
ing tide of cases.”

Rep. n.ehblo
Stabenow

via Skrel, R-Llvonia, sold their col-
leagues on an Income tax check-off sys-
tem.

“Mlchigan's trust fund would be
started with voluntary contributlons
through a check-off on tax returns, al-
lowing taxpayers to contribute $2 of
thelr refund to child abuse prevention.
Other contributions would be aceepted
from foundations, bequests, donationy
and general funds,” she sald,

AS OF mid-April, Michlgan taxpay-
ers donated a bt more than $350,000 of

. their refunds to the child abuse trust

fund — a bare 1/60th of the fund’s
goal.

Untll the $20-milllon goal Is reached,
half the contributlons will be banked lo
earn interest, and the other half witl be
spent on grants o local abuse-preven-
tion programs, nccurdlng te terma of

Weetlng in an’
rdcession to a new program, Stabenow
and co-3ponsors such as then-Rep. Syl-

reres
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the act. A 1 atate panel ad-
ministering the fund may distribute
grants to:

We need a team’

Child abuse

.

B& Suzle Rolline Binger
:;nﬂ'wrller

'led abuse [s an old topie that keeps
op hurting young people year after
yaar. The characters are different, but
thic scene i the same.

*The numbers of youngsters and teen-
agers beaten, burned, raped and kept In
unsanltary living condltions — some-
times without food or clothing — keep
grewing natlonally as well as In Oak-
1and County.

“I think part of the reason we're sce-
Ing the numbers grow [s that we have a
better reporting system. Now people
worklog in the hospltals and schoo!s
are more alert to abuse and neglect,”
said Eugene Moare, Oakland County's
chief probate judge.

“Child abuse has always been with
us, but we're finding out about more
victims and gettng them interven-
tion," Moore said.

IN OARLAND County, child abuse
cases have multiplied white neglect
cases have remained stable,

In 1970, 31 petitions were filed wilh
the Oakland Counly Probate Court
charging parents with abuse. By 1975,
the number had more than doubled, to
64; In 1980, [t was 110; as of 1982, it

P arent tells of breaking |

was 132 — double the 1875 flgures.

Petltions filed for neglect (failure to”

care for, support and maintain)
numbered 149,in 1970, 108 In 1975, 147
In 1980 and 141 in 1982, However, there
are other categorles of neglect includ-
ing abandonment, fallure to provide ed-
ucatlon or medical care and a poor
home environment.

Qverall, Oakland reported these to-
tals of neglect and abuse cases: 205 In
1970; 238 In 1975; 315 In 1980 and 409 in
1982, The National Commilttee of Pre-
veation of Chlld Abuse stated that there
were about 885,000 abuse cases report-
ed last year.,

NEW PARENTS most often reflect
on thelr own childhood when develop-
ing thelr parenting skills, and some-
times it's a poar example.

If they were neglected or abused,
they have a tendency to carry on the
Iearned bebavior, Moore sald.

“'A Iot of people don't have parenting
skills and pever will have them," sasd
Wayne Callahan, county Intake direc-
tor.

Callohan has ideas for revamping
the court system to work more closely
with the abuse and neglect cases,

*The court nceds to have an interdls-
clplinary team,” he said.

“ cycle of child violence

nLocnl child abuse
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counclls,

® Schools, churches, hospitals, and
other local public or private non-profit
agencles.

The local agency must provide a 50-
percent mateh. Half of the match may
be such “in-kind™ services as staf! sala-
rics and overhead.

How safe is the money? That will be
Is up to the Leglslature. In times of fi-
nancial crisls, Michlgan stale govern-
ment has been known to borrow from
the veterans' trust fund and the
Kammer tand trust fund to pay current

THE IDEA of preventing child abuse
came from Dr. Ray Helfer, professor in
Michigan State Unlveralty’s depart-
ment of pediatrics and human develop-

ment.

Michigan (s the third state — after
Kansas and Washington — to set aside
money In a trust fund solely for pre-
ventlng child abuse.

“THE BIGGEST problem a judge
has Is declding what's the right thing.
The most criclal thing the court can da
Is make the proper dispasition.

“We need a team comprised of the
protectlve services case worker, the
court case worker, the foster care
worker and a psychoanalyst who are
all working on the case to meet and de-
clde the concerns of each case and
make b recommendation to the judge,"
Callahan sald.

“Rlght now, all of these people are
Involved, but they aren’t talking to
cach o(hcr untll the day In court,” he
ade

Moom sald Callahan’s proposal ex-
cites him and is an excellent fdea.

“Wayne Is working on It right now.
He's trying to bring the dlrectors of
these forces together for a munthly
mceung to start " he

‘focus on
families

ff to slow start

which occurs through negligent treat.
ment, Including the fallure to provide .
adequate lood clothing, shelter or :
medlcal care."

The state can expect lo see more
chlld abuse and neglect in an economic 2
recezslon — & time of stress, she gald. 3
In the majority of cases, two llcwrl"
are present: 1) poverty and unemplo; %
ment and 2) isolation and lack of locl{l -
support.

Hlstorically, child abuse is an old,
old atory. Anclent Greeks and Romlna

ldren

Chlld abuse s virtually :pld;mlc -
or at least on the Increase, Stabenow

rgues. :

In 1981, “Over 35,000 cases of sus-
pected child abuse/neglect were re-
ported to Children’s Protectlve Ser-
vices {an offlce of the state Depart-
ment of Soclal Services). That's about 1
percent of the child populatlon,” Sta-
benow sald.

“And because the problem iy stlll ‘In

multlplles in Oakland

the Kome?" he sald.

Often young chlldren want to stay
wlth thelr parents regardiess of the
abuse. With tcen-agers, it's sometimes
difficult to prove that they aren’t Incor-
rigible, Callahan said.

What really Irks Callahan are repeat
offenders,

“For Instance, we've got a case
where the stepfather has sexually
abused all three daughters in the home
at ditlcrent times. He's brought into
court, goes to counseling and then is
back a year or twe later. We've got to
get some clout over these kinds of guys,
but we don't because the prosecutor
and the police say It's too much hassle
to get Involved,” he added.

E known as

added.

CALLAHAN SAID there are so many
considerations to weigh when recom-
mending a disposiion for a family that
it 13 eszentlal Lo exgmine all the alter.
natives,

‘“The first question asked is-1f the
chlld Is In danger of belng in the home.
Is there sexual abuse, how old is the
child and does the child want to leave

guardian ad-litem, who represent the
abused and/or neglected chlldren nlso
could Improve the system, Callahan
said.

““1 would like t6 see a seminar for
altorneys developed so they would all
be educated about abusa and neglect,
and then the judge would only appoint
those attorneys who attended the zeml-

; nar,” Callahan said.

the closet,” experts say en]y nbout one-
third are likely to be report

“Child abuse™ (s deflned a: "hnrm or
threatened harm to a chifd'a health or
wellare by a person responsible for the
child’s health or welfare,” The harm
may be either “non-accidental phyalcal
or mental Injury” or sexual ahuse.

“Neglect” is “harm to a child's
health or welfare by a person responsi-
ble for the child’s health or welfare

their chil

stroying weak and deformod in. lml. 11~
legitimate children often wero killed to &
avold shame, according to the National »
Committee for Prevenum of f.‘hlld.-
Abuse, .

Children were treated harshly in Lhe-
New World. The Massachusetts Bay =’
Colony in 1646 adopted a “Stubborn ..
Child Law," invoking the dcath penalty o
for ml:belmvlng children. Full punlsh-2 I
ment, however, rarcly was invoked.:
Whipping was substituted.
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Child abuse is an old toplc that keeps on h\mlng ‘young poopia
year after year. The characters are ditferent, but the scene I. the

same,
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‘In each family | was odd 8 't’:

!My own horror story started when I was 4. The
Juvcnllc system in my home state took me away
from my parents because they had neglected me.
For the next 10 years, I was shuttled back and forth
from foster home to foster home.

‘Each foster family was dlfferent. Some lived
"d&ay out in the country. Some had kids of thelr own.

me eked out a modest living boarding hometess
chlldren.

+But one similarity binds all the foster familles
together in my memory. No one — nelther the fos-
ter parents nor thelr own children — liked me.

'IN EACH famlly I was odd child out, an or-

huued Marttan who didn't really belong. The fact
um 1 was “dlfferent” (rom everyonc else was dem-
onstrated over and over to me In a lot of little way:
ahd big ways

:The (oslcr lamlly ate dinner In the dining room.

Many times, I ate bread and butter on the basement
slalra.

i The family watched TV. I cleaned the bathroom.

i The foster parents’ kids got away with murder. T
was punished for every misstep.

iIn one family, my punishment was to sit for
hburs {8 a dark, cobweb-fllled basement wall hole.
In another, I got'a hlckory awitch snapped across
rhy legs.

i1n stil) another, a foater father once used a
blowtorch on the ends of my flngers because § had
slolen 10 cents. My fingers ati!l beer the scars.

. THEIR ABUSE Inflicled paln as much on my
mind as 1t did on my legs and fingers. And It is that
;uychaloglul pain which can create another gener-
atlon of child abusers.

I worried: Would I, (oo, becoma a child abuser?

Newspaper atories zllpw somo parents an easy
vout" for what they do, The excuse is that abusive
parents aro merely repeating the sins of thelr own
parents, that they are lashing out at their own chll-
dren the way thetr own parents struck out at them.

The explanation is that they have not learned
bow 1o control thelr own auge.r or rage because
they don't have a good sell-image or because thay
don’t know how to deal with a crisis,

N Tragleally, ror some these excuses are trua.

» NOT BVERYON'E who has been beaten or
abused aa a child mn up |.o seco that violesce I3

‘The sting of the hickory
stick against my flesh

1. taught me what love and

i parenting are not. Butit .
1 took many yearsof. -
i searching to find what
\.both of them were.” .

>
.
‘
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child out, an orphaned
Martian who didn’t really
belong. The fact that | was
“different” from everyone
else was demonstrated
over and over to me in a lot
of little ways and big ways.’

not the way to cape with a crisls. Not every abused
child growa up to like himself or learns how to let
off steam.

But for every once-abused parent whao drags the
cycle of yiolence Into another generatlon, many
others break out of it. They learn not to use their
excuse for ing the

asa
same on thelr chlldren.

These parents learn somehow that they alone — °

not some forefather — are responsible if welts,

burns and hroken bones arc Inflicted on a son o |

daughter,

1 khow thesc parents exlst because I am one of
them,

A once-abused child who la thrust into parent.
hood doesn't know how to glve love. He or she never
Jearned by example how to cope when things go
wrong. Once-abused children often fear parent.
hood, for a crying child mlght unlmh the beast

- burted in thelr minds.

So it was with me.

t knowing how to give love. 1 had:

I MARRIED nol
children when I didn't have the faintest idca how to
be a parent. And I lived in dread that the angry
beast Inside me would one day terrorize my chll-
dren.
1 wish I could say that in one sudden burst ol

wisdom I learned the secrets of loving, coping and
parenting and (hat I never abused my children,

The sting of the hickory stick agalnst my flesh
taught me what love and parenting are not. But it
took many yeara of searching to {ind what both of
them were.

During my séarch, my children were my own
pemml gulnca pigs. If L made 2 mistake, thoy paid

n"ﬁx 13 a big gap beiween keeplng your cool and
ahppln[ & child around & room. Sometimes I was

. closer to keeplng my cool. Other times I was closer

to slapping out. A fewUmes, I didfash out.

* VERY EAM.Y on, the sheer ul(-dhgust Itelt
after hitting-my children made me switch to other
punhhmh.

Over the years, that feeling of sel{-disguat, plua

. the memory. of belng beaten mysell, kept me from

hitting ‘my, chlldren as I unraveled the secrets of
loving and

1dd
lumnl of childhood. [ am erOllllblO tor what I do.
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