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‘nrpration Al Rights Reversed.

Residents raise roof over proposed tax hike

8y Josnne Mallszewek]
ataff wriler

1 the more than 50 irritated reai-
dents who attended a public hearing
'l\m}gau{ ':m any Indication, Farming-
ton XPAYErs 300 @ proposed 1.36-

mlll increase {n loca) uxpu a2 a plague
on thelr pocletboou

“I think you're significantly for-
tunate you don't have any demonstra-
tions tonight,” sald Rich Moran, a
Westbrooke subdlvision resident, to a
resounding round of applause from the
angry taxpayers.

Moran asked City Council membera
to avold ralsing taxes and instead make

- cuts in the prapnud $14. s-mllllnu 1983-

84 budget.

But city officlals stressed that be-
causo the state equalized value (SEV)
of property in Farmiagton Hills
dropped almoat 1 percent (from llmoat
$950.9 million last year to a current
2042 R milllon) revanna feom Josal tas-
e would dmp without a tax (ncrease.
‘That is coupled with a 5.7-percent an-
uclpmd Increase In next year's ex-

So Flrminzlou Hills officials are re-
mmending an overall 12675 mills

(per $1,000 of asseased value} Increase,
That would hlke the loca) tax rate ap-
proximately 18 percent from the cur-

“We are already overtaxed in this state.
Let’s run it (Farmington Hillg) so
taxpayers can afford it.’

— HaiTy Foi; iesideii

rent 7,3255 mills o 9.0930 in 1083-84,
Since 1980 Farmington Hllly' council
has been authorized to ralse local taxes

up lo the mazimum 10 mills under city’

charter pmhinm A vote of the elec-
- torate isn't required. The leglslative
body bas yet to reach that llml

“We are already overtaxed in this
state as It Is” sald Harry Fox of
Beacontree, rcrnrrlng specifically to
the recent 38-percent hike in stats in-
come tax. “Let's run it (city govern.
ment) so taxpayers can afford it.”

While city officials assured those at

the public hearing that they were
trying hard to keep expenses down, one
mill of the proj Increase would
be designated specifically for capital
improvements presented In a six-year
clpllll lm;mvemenu plan for Farm-

mnn

Within muse nuulm £apiia) proj-
ects are necessary drain Improve-
ments, such as the Caddell Draln
Project (Red Roof Inn area), officials
ald, The proposed tax Increase also in.
cludes a .269-mil] increase In the city's
debt levy and a .2508-mi)l hike in the
city's operating levy.

In 198384 cily officlals want to
spend $2.1 million on capltal improve-

ments. But the proposed one-mill levy
garners only $042,,000, 50 another $1.2
mlllion in reserves as well as $40,000 in
interest from clly investments would
be added Lo Lhe pot.

"I think s absolutely ridleuloys.
with that kind of surplus 1o raise tax-
&s,"Fox sald,” indicaling the surplus
money should be used toward operating
:;pcnus 50 & tax hike could be avold-

“It lan't as though we are just hold-
ing it In the banks," said Councilwoman
Jody Soronen, lndlcnﬁng the surplus
will be used for necded Improvements.

Pleasa lurn to Paga 10

Understanding
other cultures
is celebrated

By Tom Baer
slatt writor

Not knowing English should be no
barrier to learning for students in the
Farmington Publlc Schools.

Haroune Alameddine, who is Leba-
nese and speaks Arable, coordinates
special bllingual program to help the
district’s non-English-speaking = stu-
dents.

Alameddine and hls secretary, Sylvia
Akourl, hosted a Bllingual-Blcultural
Night last week at the Kenbrook Ele-
meatary School to explain the program
to parents and relatives of the students,

The program, which uses bllingual
aldes to help the students in the class-

. rooma, serves 331 students from seven
forelgn countries,

“Students we help are usually bilin-
guel or monollngual,” Skourl said,

~T"Phigy move Ioto our district from
other countries. Often they don't know
much En;

“Qur aldes gn out into the schools to
help them with thelr classes to bring
them up to the level of the other stu-
dents in that particular grade.”

Akouri cited the case of Catia Cingo-
lanl, a recent arrival from Italy who
now attends North Farmington High

wol. She lves wilth an uncle in

Farmington Hills.
- “She's monolingual . . . knows no
Eoglish,” Akourl sald. “But in her

schoal in Italy, she's on a 10th-grade
level, She knows most ol ber work in
1talian but not in Engllsh. So we send
an Italian bitlngual aide into Nerth
Farmington for one, two or three peri-
ods whatever she needs.

{the aides) will nmt the
schoolwork in Italian and In English,
hoplag she'll p[ck up on It and stay on
her same level.”

THE DISTRICT hires aldes where

represented
ate Tll'ln, Rorea, Albanla, Italy, In-
dla, Japan and Lebanon.

There are also aides who speak Ger-
man, Farsi, Spanish and Chaldean. Stu-
dents are cll[iblo to take part In the

for three

program for years.

“The aldes have to be from that par-
ticular country and speak both lan.
guagea fluently," Akouri sald,

Last week's open house was attended
by several members of the state board
of education and representatives of
Wayne State University’s Department
of Education as well as parents of the

students.

*“We want to show what each cuiture
brings with 1t."

The open house featured an Indlan
fashion show and a potluck supper, the
foods representing the various na.
tionalitles and cultures of tho students
involved.

RANDY BORST/#tatt photograptier

There was plenty for Farmington Hlils police and firefighters to do after this Cadlllac crashed Into a gasoline tanker Tuesday. No serious

Injuries were reported.

No injuries re,

ported

Auto rams tanker on Middlebeli

By Tom Baer
statf writer -

GRIGOREAN SAID he had crossed
the d lanes of Grand River on

A Farmington couple, recent Immi-
grants from Romania who were driv-
ing to an English class over raln-
slicked roads Tuesday morning, are
“lucky to be allve,” in the words of a

man who saw their 1974 Cadillac ram a-

gasoline tanker truck on Middlebelt
Road just north of Grand River.

Constintin Grigorean and his wlfe,
Erzsebet, refused medical treatment
after the accident, according to Farm-
ington Hills police. No fire or explosion
resulted from the crash.

But the accident ended with the Ca-
dillac’s entire front end lodged under
the tanker, bringing a “threc-station”

p from the {ira and
drlwl.ng large numbers of police nlll-

Mlchnel Currin of Detroft sald he
saw the accldent while uslog a public
telephone in & restaurant across
Middlebelt.

“It hit 80 hard that it shook tha inslde
of the restaurant,” he sald.

According to pollee, Grigorean’s auto
was traveling north on Middlebelt
when it struck the empty tanker driven
* by Danny Kimmerer of Pontlac.

Having just dellvered 9,000 gallons
of gasoline to the Mdi.wn statlon at

. Middlebelt and Grand River, Kimmer-
er was turning his rig onto Middlebelt
from the station,

‘a green light and then crossed the

northbound lanes on a yellow,

“I put on my brake when I saw the
truck, but 1 was too ncar," said Gri-
gorean, who esatimated his speed at 30
mph,

Said a Farmington Hills police ofil-
cer, "We're not sure about the lights,
We're still investigating the case.”

M a precnutlon Ilrellgmers snrnycd

Karon sald he waa walling for o rep-
of the state Fire Marshal's

cnlled u;m Wnter, even umngh no
leaking gasoline could be detected.

“There's always a danger,” sald Hills
Fire Chlef Larry Karon at the scene.
“That’s why we sprayed it. The foam
scals the vapoera and keeps them from
escaping.”

Added another firefighter, “It'd be a
real prablem if It (gasollne) were leak-
ihg, but it's not."

Offlee to arrive and advise how the
aute and tanker whould be separated.

“Any time you disengage them, you
have that rubblng of metal parts and
the danger of fire,” Karon sald,

Trafilc on busy Grand River wasn't
affected but police blocked the sur-
rounding slde streets.

(C’ville adopts new budget

B8y Terl Banas
statf writer

The Clarenceville Board of Educa-
tion adopted a $5.97 mililon operating
budget for the 1983-84 school year and
sat & tax levy of 40.4 mills (§40.40 pee
$1,000 of assessed valuatlon).

m millage levy is the same as this

"H.'l almost all the way through a
carry-over budget,” seld Edward J.
Sallsz, the district’s assistant superin-
tendent. The recently adopted budget
was sel at $50,000 higher than the cur-
rent year’s budget.

“With bat, Slllu. sald the disteiet is

expectlng to continue with soma sum-
mer bulldlng tmprovements as well 3

. takes In parts

the purchase of a new school bus. But
employes wage will have to
take the back burner until the district’s
state nld allocatlon (s announced next
fall, b
“ll’l poulblo we'll have to call for a
freezo on salaries, Tie only place
there's any pésibility of an income in-
crease Ls L the state aid, because wo've
lost llW Hoo- Plu.l in local taxes.”
@ district's anticipated loss In its
y tax collection resulted from a
ne In its overall disirict pronarty
assessment from $30 milllon to $27
milllon this year. The district, which
of Livonla, F

health contlnues to be the twice-a-year
property tax collection, sald Sallsz.
“It's been tremendous,” he sald, “Two
years ago we borrowed $1.5 million
and pald $140,000 in intercst. That
($140,000) ls worth more than a mlll
which we were able to put into opera-
tions.”

. Other cost culs have been derived
from tha purchase thls year of a teles
phone system, expected {0 save $10,000.
a year, Sallaz said.

Negotiations between the school

board and employees’ unions continve,
Clarencerllle, due to continued flscal

Hills and Redford Tawnsbip, is expect.
ed to losa soma $114,000 In locally-gen-
erated tazes this year. However, most

. of 1t Is expected to be mada up through

umplatluuuxhg:’mwhleh
be combined with &’ budget

the cily charter t0 tax ¢
'without a vots of the
W:Orﬁ@umwmh.
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Home is robbed,

jewelry stolen

H:y!m"”m In jewelry was taken
& Farmingtoa Hills
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package of workers’ contracts annuals,
Iy,

Negotlations with the 102.member
teachers’ union [a expected to start next
week, This year, the teachers rccelved
8 1.97 percent pay Increase, |
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