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“Prix’ challenge:
Power vs. finesse

In more speed. More 8,
Andlhelntuturwﬂlquluoilmﬂmklo

Qvlla often. But oot always.

Sunday’s Detroit Grand Prix will allow a good
100k at power va. finesse. It may be the Iast look
Detrolt gets with these factors as such oppoaites.

TURBO AND FORD Cosworth — these are the
two powerplants used to propel the sleek Formula
One autos. The Cosworth engine baa been In use for
13 years, and has dominated the Grand Prix racing
scene much of that time.

, bowever, have emerged as the engine of
the future, Because, in simplest terms, a turbo
engine can provide more power,

A lot more. The V-8 Cosworth engine now in use
cranks out, at tops, 540 horsepower (hp). A four-
cylinder turbo engine s capable of 700 hp.

‘That's an Incredble power advantage, But, even
though now a majority of the Formula One teams
race turbos, the powerful epglne has not

ominated.

d

‘Why? There are many reasons, Turboa bave been
around since the *403, but Renault Is credited with
It3 recent developmenl. Still, the Resault team bas
been working and reflning the engine for eight

and reulblllly problems remain. And a car
can't win if It doean't finlsh.

Rellability may be the No. 1 reason Keka
Rosberg won the World Driver's title last year o a
Cosworth-powered Willlams, Rosberg dida't win &
race, but placed high encugh in his races to outpolnt|
h.ll turbo competitors,

RELIABILITY lsN'ruhulproblmtoembol
as it was, according to Wyl Mccay geveral
manager of Livonla’s McLaren Motors. McLaren
and uulmlmmtwamajori‘ormnhom
racing teams using Cosworth engines.

"Ferrari is the most rellable (of the turbos),”

cCoy sald. “Renault and BMW have a certaln
amount of trouble, and the others have degroes of
problems. Uwy

*But, yu.h. are gﬂun[ better.”

SUlL, the hang especially on
ight, dlyvnreel eourla like Detroit’s, And
McCoy thinks its because of tires,

“People look at the turbo va, Cosworth, but they
don't realize there's a tire war golng on between
Michelln and Goodyear,” be said. “Rosberg’s win at
Monaco (Hay 15) was entirely because of his cholce

of

tres.”

What Rosberg did was use Goodyaar tires sutted
(orudrymct.evenlhonghm t through the
streets of Monte Carlo was wet. The track dried
after a few lape and Rosberg had a big advantage
over the turbo cars.

‘I'BE COSWORTH powerplant ia lighter than the
turbo package and more fuel efficient. That means
the turbos mast carry a heavier load. And a heavier
car wears out Hres more rapidly,

S0 does a course with an lbundlm f Light
turns. So far this season, there have been two
Gnnd Prix races on city atreets; at Monaco, where

, and at Loog Beach, In which
Hchm gotits cn!y vlctory of the season wilh
Jobn Watson finishing flest,

Turboa have won the other Grand Prix events,
with Renault’s Alaln Prost the Belgian and
Freoch races, Nelson Piguet capturing the
Brasillan In his Brabham-BMW and Patrick
‘Tambay driving his Ferrari to triumph at San
m,mmrmxﬁewmwkmmm
longer straightawa) aster turbos,

“What can be i {in Dotrolt this weekend?
“There are 30 many variables, it’s hard to predict,”
sald McCoy.

INDEED IT IS, Ope of those varlables is the
course itself, which bas been altered, Last year,
;hu:i_mm&ldgtmumnmww

2.2 miley per year's course (s promised
hh\:ml‘m.ﬂmmdmmmhm

Torget the tire war McCoy mentl
ca-ulnly. fans will pos two dulmtrwum
the

rows, boware. The tight turns could take a toll on
the turbos on race day.

Scrum people
These rugby players enjoy contact sport

By Tom Henderson
staff writer

‘The rugby player lateraled the ball an instant before the
jarring tackle, which could be beard and almost felt across
the field. The phyer slumped to the ground and lay motion-
less while the play continued down {ield. After 20 seconds,
tha player began to writhe, rolled over, slammed the ground
in pain and frustration, tried to rise, fell. Action was balted
nnd the phycr was carried off the flald to an ovation from

Su:ondl later play resumed with fierce hitting, crisp later.
allng, and hell-bent-for-the-goal-line sweeps, The bliting wan
plrﬁcuhrly tlrvaz. wﬂh bndlu colllding without let up as

snd farth novnes tha flold at

Lw, ¥ Middlo Sehool ln s«:u:ﬂeld

Though the play was polished and the contact savage, none
of the men were hurt, That'a beeause Lhe men were there as
spectators or officlals.. All the tackllng and impressive play
was carried on by what 1n times past has been referved to as
the weaker sex.

‘The players may b2 women, but this lsa't @ klmxcn, bub.
It's not a laundsy room, either. It's the field of battle, and
battle it out they do. If you don't play heads up, wmebody is
1able to hand you yours on s platter.

a 1976 graduate of West

myth of the dumb jock lves on, let it be known she 1s an
engineer In Novi,

She plays for the Detroit Women's l\nxby Club which
plays its home games at Levy in its spring and fall seasons.
Receatly, the Detroit club hosted the M.lchlm State club,
for llwm Redner tolled before graduating in 1980, and the
Lakeshore club from Chlcago. te the. erodty of the
game and the way the women play it, the three teams went
at it in consecutive, round-robin fashion. MSU and Detrolt
ted, 0-0, ln the opener; Lakeshore xipped past Detroit in
glm; two, 12-0; and MSU nipped Lakeshore, 12-6, in game

0. 8,

“I got into it at State,” explained Redner after the flrst
game. *I ran into a friend at the bookstore who told me the
rughy team was having iryoots. I didn't know it then, but
everyone who tries out makes it. 1 showed up and was
hooked.

"I had a van and waa adopted as team driver, I took the
whole team everywhere in my van for three years.”

Rugby Is something of a cross between soccer and foot-
ball, like what kids call tackle keepaway, with the object to
move a swollen, foothall-llke biail across the goal line, De-
spito the solld hitting, Redner and Janna Richards, a player
who serves as publiclty dlrector, t0o, insist it Is almost safe,

"I've only seen two broken bones since I've been on the
team — a hand and a nose, nothlag major,” sald Richards,
who works ln he accounting department of a Detroit fiim

JENNIE
where sbe was “an all-round jock” in softball, basket.
ball and volleyball, (s the head of the U.S. Women's Rugby
Asscclation. She lves in Bloomileld Hills and, in cass the

1S leas dmgcwus than football,* sald Redner, who, as
head of the U.S. associatlon, oversces a aport with 250 wom-
en's teams natlonwide, “There's no shoulder pads, which can

e

Membors of the De-
trolt Augby Club bat-
fle for possession
(ball at far right) dur-
ing a scrum — a rug-
by term calling for
players to huddle in »
crablike position.

cause In]urles. and no belmets, So you don't get any sulclds
moves,

quﬁw]m. the action In the fast-paced game can be
described as kamikaze, There are 15 players a side, with two
sw:’mnu h.l!vdu and nmnlntql&ma. Players wear shorts,
rugby ahirts and no protective

*The only lnjurluﬂmy mlnt h“n w ‘worry about are the
ones they'll'gat ed Richards, third half
referring to the beer bln:t um. tradltionally follows rugby
matches of the male or femalo variety, “One of us wiil sacri-
f:f: o:lr bouse, I sacrificed mine last year and it's still in a
shambles.”

RUGBY 1S colorful and fun to watch. The scrum la of
interest. Though the players Inslst there Is some organlzation
to & scrum and a method to what appears as madness, chaos
13 moatly what it looks ke,

After stoppages [n play, hall of each team lorms a
bunched-up mass aa tightly packed as It can get,
wrapped around shoulders and backa. In the middle of lhh
mass, hidden from view, two scrummers will vie for the ball,
which ks tossed into the serum.

Alter the ball Is rolled in, the scrum moves crablike across
tha field, lurching one way and then another until the ball,
somehow, works Itself free. When it does, the players who
have been following the serum scoop it up and race loward
the goal line. .

Equally as colorful is the terminology for the sidelines
plays, when the ball ls tossed In by one team after the other
hasknocked it out of bounds.
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