The name of the game is changmg Jor ambulances -

By Gary M. Cates unicatl il -
R ST Ly o
Ptvﬂd!nz ALS wilh paramedics re-
The fire 4 bul quires and higher
nuny people have grown lmu!nmed levels of u‘lln!ng for personnel, some-
arcund town is fast becy thing mos! can't afford,

a mu of the past.

The changing world of emergency
medical care is agaln turning to the
private sector for ambulance service
— bringing an end to the era of the mu-
nicipal ambulance,

*"Today there is 2 push for paramedic
service," sald Plymouth Fire Chief Roy
Hall, formerly with the Redford Fire
Department,

"'However the high cost of parzmedic

sgrvice Is forelog communitles to turn
t¢ hospltals — it's a trend of the fu-
lm." Hall sald.

;PARAMEDIC SERVICE means ad-

vROe
x: lUfe support (ALS), methods and
oqulpment designed to go beyond the
basle emergency medical care provid-
ul hy most munieipal ambulance ser-

’l‘ho difference could mean llfe or
death to a beart-attack vietlm or se-
verely injured accldent yictim.

aramedics can administer drugs,
start IV, interpret EKGs, and perform
more saphisiicated medical procedures
on a patient, The paramedlc Is In direct

At the

l.‘ngﬂz KXCD'I;I'ONNI:J’M Southfleld
Department, w] operates its
own paramedic service (see related
story on thia page).

*Up untll about 1948, ambulance ser-
v(H:ﬁ ‘was provided by funeral bomes,”

.In 1068 Michigan required ambu-
hnceepentanwmlnpajnudbe
tralned in advanced first aid, he sald.

departments stepped In, since fire-
fighters were trained In advanced first
alid and were on-duty around the clock.

Aﬂdluonll “legislation evolved Inlo

Paramedics must complete two
years of college medical training and

Area hoepitals are starting to get
into the paramedic act. In the metro
ares, St. Joseph Hospltal in Ann Arbor
and Botsford Hoepltal in Farmington
Hills, operate paramedic services.

THE SERVICE {3 offered to municl-
palities at no coat, other than & working
agreement and notification of emer.
gency calls.

“We belleve EMS (emergency medl.
cal service) and bosplials ave natural
parioers, because EMS unils are noth-
ing more than extensions of the bospl-
tal's emergency room, sald Greg
Beanchemin, dirsctor of Bolaford's

that
peroonnel be certifled emergency med-
ical techniclans ). EMTs must
complets 140 hours of training,

"NOW THE PUSH s for paramedlc
service, Howaver the coat of thls ser-
vice {3 almost prohibitive for commun-
itles," Hall sal

The average cost for one ALS

c unit s $45,000. The labor
costs for manning the unlt run between
$70,000 and $150,000 a year.

C EMS service,

“There is moro credibllity with the
bospital. The public has & good tasta [n
thelr mouth when you talk about
pln!’l;cdlc service tied into a bospital,”
hesa

The work and costs of operating 2
paramedie service are “not practical”
lor small fire departments and emall
private ambulance companies,
Beauchemln said.
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end of
paramedic. service I: Dr. Ronald Lagerveid, lho
chief of emergency sarvices. The dactors ate in

_on p.\hntl.
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Southfield’s the exception
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One of the

and
) is the' -qulp-f -
ment |hey are aliowed to use. P, -rnodie ey, .

cyzm-n of Community EMS checks the dafibrjl. &
u!:;“wh'lch can be used to murl L] (<3
B ;

- On Nov. 17, 1972, Sonthfleld Inacgurated the pa.

Uonl Ilrat- paramedic operation in a city with a

population of less than 100,000,
In the program's first 20 years, the paramedirs

the paramedics Is $39, 890 t0 $31,830. 753 357 geunls
recelve between $35,705 to $37,74

EVERY PARAME])(C recelves 580 hours of

were called out on more than $5.000
runy.

Today the paramedles, operating out of four of
Southficld’s five fire statlons, handla about 4,000
medical emergencles each year. Response time to
each emergency is four minutes or less.

The Southfield Life Support Unit (LSU) Is
maanned by about 28 paramedics and six sergeant

aramedics, nll of whom are members of the

e other

dlng 430 I:oun ol nd-
vanced unergﬂwy course W
training is conducted lhmnal: Prvvidcncc Ho-plul
in Southfield, The hospital has been a working part-
ner in the LSU program since the program was
{lrst concelved in October 1971,

During its history, the LSU has achieved a num-
ber of distinctions. It was a driving force behind the
creation of the Michigan Medical Services Act in
1074, legislation which supports formation of

of the deplrtmenl, they also mpond to fires and
other non-medical emergencles. The pay range for

units, In May 1978, the LSU was select-
ed 0 sccompany President Gerald Ford duﬁng his
tour of goutheastern Mlchlm

The p-umodic ambulance carries an ahe
»rtmonl ol drugs used to sisblize pa-

.
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When Dad has a day off, he
wanis to spend it In (zod*®

sportswear. Let him enjoy the
easa of lzod* onFather's Day.
He's fomlliar with the quatlity
fabrics and talloring, updated
styling, colorful play of new
colors, and wondetful comfort
of 1zod." Ang if golfing's his
game, we have on outfit that
wilt suit him to a tee. Acrylic
cardigan, slzes S-M-L-XL, in
white, navy, red, yellow, green
and ivory, $3) Short-sleeve,
stiped cotton lisle shird, in
white with green, red or navy
stipes, S-M-L-XL, $28. Crisp
poplin pants of polyestet/ -
cotton, in khokl, navy.or vory,

32-38, $38. In The Woodward

Shops for Men at Hudson's. -

D T

‘ g ORDER BY PHONE 24'hours @ dav, 7 days o week
& Ih Metro Detrolt, call 569-2454. Elisewhere, order loll-ftee I 800-233-2000:"
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