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Jim Blnlnnlno calls this group ol.worklng paintings his

although they are done In full color. He studies them and picks the
most etfective elements from oach for the final painting. The one
‘at f“’:’ left may eventually become another 1982 Detroit Grand Prix
painting.

Staff photos by Mindy Saunders

While the wlnnlnn McLaren-Ford has the front and

2 G rand Prix, the :
of the alte Is strong and cloar ! *. fhe ietity .

nter 3pot In Jim Bisignano's acrylic painting of the I

Grand Prix painting—precision artistry

By coﬂnm Abatt working drawings are put of the velal.!nn lc the air ducts and in.llde
stal writer tion's collectlon. .
*It ls & major statement about the 'l'ha scene which Bulmno and Ro!g:rt zﬁcs»?'&eumﬁ o:’;’;‘ . Detal) drawi
Finally, it all came home., Detrolt Grand Priz,” sald BMpmw Walter Hayes decided to go with has trolt Grand Prix racing, came out to d:nu 'w;ll:;g'::;
3

For & decade or mare artist Jim
Blalgnano of Birmingham has gone
to England, Monaco, Calfornla and
New York — wherever Grand Prix
{Formula One) races are held — to

who is always t set-
ting the scene and mveyinz the at-

the Renalssance towers and a large
crowd on the right, the winner In the
the Bridge

phera a3 well as depleting  tell-
ing moment n the actual avent.
Bacanan hin_reanotafion ridee_ag

e pictures and gather data,

much on his meticulous attention to
23 It does.on his

He uses this

in his
palntings. Bisignano 1s one of a réla-

tively small number of artists who
enjoy an International reputation
for their handling of subjects relat-
ed to Grand Prix auto racing.

Last year, for the {lrst time, he
waz oaly a half hour drive from the
big event. Together, he and hu son
Joe, a teacher in Tucson,

18 rolls of film on Delmll'l llnt
Grand Prix.

Not long after.the race, he had &
call from the offlce of Walter
Hayes, vice president of public af-
falrs for Ford Motor Co., about com-
ias] a ting

driven by John Watson of Ireland.

THE PAINTING was reproduced
on the cover of the May [asue of
Ford Times and as a Limited-edition
poster. The original and several

etasl
considerable painting skills, Bislg-

‘sano studied several thousand pho-

tographs of the Detroit race, -

In addition to the almost 700 color
phumgnph.: which he and his son
took, Jerry L. Anderson of Ford's
phoumnphy department supplied

more,

suu Bisignano said he didn't hava
ail the Information he needed. When
GKN Auntomotive Components put
the the winning car on display at
Cobo Hall during the SAE conven-
tlon ln Jan . Bisignano dld

. uary,
sketches of details not clearly shown

in the photos -- the writing on the
nose, the shape of the alr scoops, the
front suspension, where it is tled
into the body, and how the brake
line runs along It

He even iketched areas that
wouldn't show in the painting, *Bo-
cause [ still wanted to know what

in the left rear, and'a phowgrapher
verched on the wall at Ieft,

THE THREE drivers of the cars
behind the winner {not In the order
they {lnished) are Nigel Mansell,
Great Britaln; Didler Piron,
France; and Keke Rosberg of Fin-
land, current world champion, .

‘The seiting L3 one of the two fast.
est stretches of, the Detroit course,
and Bisignano sald they were proba-
bly going at least 160 miles an hour
there, although they all are capable
of much faster s,

Bisignano said the Detrolt Grand
Prix becomes more slgnificant be-
cause there are only 18 races on the
whole schedule, "probably 10 are In
Europe. This was the last year for
the Long Beach Formula One race.

"Next year it will be CART cars (In-

dlanapolis 500-type cars)." The Las
Vegas race will change to CART
cars thia year,

He sald Formula One racing s ex-
citing because the car body and en-

. gine design, from year to year, are

Blrminghain twice to see the akelch.
and progress. Bislgnano sald
McCabe's two visits “were most en-
conraging to me.”

Widiiv Biaigusin
hls prellminary works as sketches,
many are complete in themselves,
done with color and detall,

For the Detroit Grand Prix paint.
ing, like many others, he ended up
with ona wall of the lving room
filled with sketches so he could
study, Jook them over and decide on
the final compoaltion.

One of the early sketches, reject-
ed for this commission, may Itself
end up a1 & full-blown painting. The

* comer of Christ Church ls on the

Teft, the cars In the center and race
marshals on the right.

‘There Is a display of Bislgnano's
origidel sketches for the Detroit
Grand Prix as well as several Euro-

.pean races and drivers photographs
of other works in the lobby window -

of First Federal of Michigan in
dawntown Detroit to coinclde with
the Detrolt event.

With this

aimays 16550s W

look at the actual
winning MclLaren-
Ford when it was ox-
hibited at Cobo Hall
last January. With a
fine arts degree from
Notre Dame, five
1 years with Qeneral
Motors Styling and
many more as a
Qrand Prix paintor,
Bisignano has en in-
side track on the me-
chanlcal details that
are important to the
success of his wark.

ration for a series of paintings for
Emest and Julio Gallo Winery
of California,
Vineyards and the wine-making
cln!;iﬂltry are another Blalguano spe-
ty.
For relaxation in his few free
likes to do small still

he Is working on sketches in prepa-

closely aligned to Old Master works
than pistors and cam shafts,

Bislgnano is one successful artist
who may never have a local gallery
show, Commissions keep him busy
most of each year. Travellng usual-
1y is combined with research. He
m on his own personal fast

ek,

he
lifes of frult and vegetables, more

Church fair mixes
food, fun and art

standpoint and we're plcked up new:

members gh these shows.”
Commenling, “This church loves to;

eat,” she nald dinner will bo served on:

was going on with the suspension in

: *Electra's Garden® by Dorothy -
- Delahanty of Beverly Hills was -
awarded firat prize by show
Judge Ken Gross, who Is the di-
redtor “ of the . Birmingham .
. Bloomfield Art Assoclation. The

entties wers pre-sslected by &
- commities. trom the sponsor-
“ing, Centra! Woodward Chris-
. tlan Church of Troy. The show,
. wilh more than 60 srtists, will -
,; open at 5 p.m. Friday. .

" Central Woodward Chrisilan Church
ding the festivi.

nomeimaoluuummt.holeoctwn then .
1nside and o the lawn will be a vari-




