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By Cotinne Abstt
staH writer

When most people think of Chinese
rugs, blue comes to mind, maybe with
a flower dealgn, a dragon or two and a
geometric border.

Woll that's just ane small thread in
the warp and weft history of the Chi-
nese carpet,

For not only have the Chinese been
weaving rugs since before the time of
Christ, they have woven the story of
thelr culture into this art form using a
myriad of colors and patterns,

But, the literature on these has been
sketchy and scarce ~ until now. Most
writers pald ‘considerably more atten.
tlon to the Islamic rugs — untll now.

“Carpets of China and Its Border Re-
gions " by Virglnla Dulany Hyman of
Birmingham and Willlam C.C. Hu of
Ann Arbor, published by Ars Cermlica
L4d. ($98), Is just off the press and al-
ready winging Its way to many parts of
the globe including Australia and Chi-
na.

Hyman, owner of Dulanys Gallery of
Blrmingham, speclallzing in orlental
art and antiques, sald the thick, hand-
bound book with its 50 color plates and
several more In sepla, took more than
three years to arganize and write.

*It was wrliten to stand forever,”
sald Hyman who has made about 12
trips to China in recent years.

“Now,” she sald, “I just go when I

it was the tribal people
who initiated rug

making, begii o)

It was pictures such as this along
with literature, journals, hlstorical
works and poetry that alded the au-
thors In thelr documentation and thelr

with felt and later
using wool pile, The
rugs were made to be
used for “only special
occasions” such as
weddings, the birthday
of a grandfather or the
birth of a baby. The
rest of the time they
were kept, rolled up,
ideally, in 8 camphor
chest.

nced to study at the Palace Museum
{Peking).”

THE COVER photo, a section of a
scroll belonging to the muscum, but un.
avallable to the publle, was loaned by
the Palace Muscum.

It s a Ch'ien-ung scroll showing
Mongollan wrestlers performing on a
Chinese carpet. On the back [s pictured
a high ranking offlcial seated in the
center of his soldiers and workers, hls
chalr restlng on a Chinese carpet,
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WELL MAINTAINED

in favor of the Importance of
carpels in Chinese life and cullure.

“Only the maglstrates and officials
bad these rugs, even Into the 19th cen-
tury,” sald Hyman.

1t was the tribal people who initiated
Tug maklng, beginnlng with felt and
Iater using srool plle. Hyman sald they
were made to be used for “only special
occasions” such as weddingy, the birth-
day of a grandfather or the birth of a
baby. The rest of the time they were
kept, rolled up, [deally, In a camphor
chest,

Some of the most beautiful of the
zmall carpets were made and used as
saddle blankets and saddle bags. These
are mirror pleces, sewn together in the
middle where they would meet over the
horse’s backbone. The nap of the plle
runs toward the ground o it sheds dust,
dirt and rain. There are slits, reln-
forced with leather for the saddle and
stlrrup straps. Other small rugs were
contoured (o be chalr seals or to hang
over the back of a chalr.

SOME OF the most important Chl-
nese rugs had religious significance.

One color plate n the book shows the
sutra-chanting hall of a temple In
Ch'lng-hai province, Carpets cover the
168 supporting pillars, each made so
the design s continvous without an ap-
parent break where the ends meet. The
medlation rugs, shown in the pleture
are equally interesting. One suspects
they served (he same purpose as a ro-
sary to belp keep track of a progression
of prayers. Prayer rugs have very obvi-
©us square designs, so one could move
from one to the next casily,

Hyman said that to understand the
rugs, one must be aware of the cultural
and geographleal history of this coun-
try.

Virginia Dulany Hyman, co-author of a new book on
Chinese carpots, stands with a 19th cenlury carpet be-

soft blue, s

hind her. The carpet, in shades of lavender, carnelian,

Consequently, the book qulckly be-
came more than a rug or carpet book,
for almost every bit of Information on
rug and carpet making and use must be
put into a historica) frame of refer-
ence, Including social customs and
houschold furnishings, The history of
the alone, Is @

of easy reading, they were intent upon
maintalning a conversational tone .
And, indeed, it is pleasant reading, as
Hyman says, “more Itke a novel.”

The history of China Is a vast sub-
jeet, too much for many an average
person to handle. The undertaking to
write such a is a most ambl-

subject.

Since the authors were acutely
aware they could casily discourage
thelr readers If they let the work be-
come overly scholarly to the detriment

tlous project. The writers may have al-
ready decided to do another. Surcly, the
book wlll reopen the doors to a subjeet
that has been ncglected. Surely, they
wlll begln to receive correspondence

Author Irving Stone presents arts

By Corinne Abatt
stoff writer

“Inagine what this world would be
without musie, without palnting and
sculpture, without poetry,” author Ir-
ving Stone asked the gathering for the
presentation of the Michigan Arts
Awards.

Briefly Stonc recounted his personal
struggle to (ind a publisher for the sto-
1y of painter Vincent Van Gogh, "Lust
for Life," rejected many times before it
‘was flnally accepted. It has since been
published in some 80 and

The excuse given him by those who
rejected it was, “How do you expect to
sell a book about an unknown Dutch
painter in the middle of the Depres-
slon?”

Stone sald, “Van Gogh had a view
{that everything 1s) . . . all part, lnes-
capably a part, of the universality of
nature.”

Stone's message was about the im-
mortality of art.

“The ooly thing left from a clviltza.
tion, any clvillzation, is its arts.”

said &c knew of no such group as

contlnues to bring In an income for
Stone.

ATTRACTIVE COLONIAL

for the Arts In
Californla, but promised to take the
idea of such an independentant, non-

profit organtzation, devoted to encour-
aglng the arts, back to his home state.
He told the audience before Introduc-
ing the award wlnners that he ia cur-
rently working on a book on the llves of
the Impresslonisty, 1350-1900. He sald
his process begins as he reads dlares,
Journals, letters of hls subjeets and con-
tinues when he goes to llve in the sub-
Ject's home area for maybe two years.
“I Involve myself in their thought
process. . . . I become that person.”
The third phase is the actual writing,
which is done over several yoars at his
home in Californla.
Saying “The creatfon of art is the sin-

BRICK RANCH

made in Sinkiang province.

Exploring the magic of Chinese carpets

ca green and other colors, was -

from many parts of the world. oo

Hyman and Hu, so to sapeak, have put
out the welcome carpet, they've reo-
pencd the doors on an interesiing sub.
ject. She plans to have an exhiblt of
Chinese carpets in her gallery later this
year. Many of those plctured in the
book will be In that show,

‘The book Is available through Dula
ny's Gallery, 183 Oakland, Birming.
ham. It is also listed on the computer,
30 it can be ordered through most area
bookstores.

awards

gle greatest contribution we can
make,” Stone introduced the five
winners of the $2,500 awards. They are
John Hegaty, painter, Coorad Hilberry, .
poet, Glen Michaels, sculptor, Von H..*
Washington, actor, writer, theatrical
director, and the New World String
Quartet. -

Dr, G. Stuart Hodge, trustee of Mich-' ~
Igan Foundation for the Arts, presented °
the patron award to Peggy de Salle, :
owner of Little Gallery of Blrming-
ham, and former Gov. William Millik- ;.
en, who wasn't present, =

A reception and dinner followed the _
ceremony, which was held at Detroit -
Institute of Arts.

PERFECT CONDITION
PERFECT houss for entertainlng, Very larga roama, good |
teattic pattern, Beauliful corner lot. Qerage on slde of
house. Everything fleat class. $76,500. 569.2300,

EXCEPTIONAL home. Three bedrooms, family room with
fireptace and baamed cellings, Wood deck. Now roof pul on
n 1982, $64,000, 477-1111,

LOCATED on a doop iot In Carrlege Hills. The Ideal home
for & targe family. It toatures 4 bedroams, 2% baihs, living
and dinlng rooms, plus an expansive kitchen and family
area, $89,000. 455-7000,

THREE BEDROOMS, 1% batha, and 2 cor attached garage.

Modem kltchen, finished basement, large living room with

lreptace bordered by two double glass doorwalls lsading to
large fenced back yard. $56,800. $59-2300,

Livonia . Farmington Hills
281-0700 851-1800
Westland . . Lathrup Viliage
326-2000 | - . 559-2300
Livonia [ ’ Plymouth
CHONE A Eciate R

Farmington
HISTORICAL VICTORIAN 4771111
RECENTLY renovated and resiored 10 its original condition.

Three bedrooms, basement, h fioors. Natyral fire-
placo Ia living room and screened porch. FHAVA terms.
Homa service warranty Included. $108,900, 477-1119,

Northville
LARGE COLONIAL

348-6430 FOUR BEDROOMS, don or badrocm on first floor. Formal

dining toom, centrat alr, tamily room, futl basement, and

1wo car garago on larga lot. $96,900. 261.0700

One....

" REALTORS *

OUTSTANDING RESULTS

Becauso of the graat success of our Blue Tag Special

WESTLAND
NICELY DECORATED ihroa bedroom, brick ranch on nicety
landscapsd lot. Large cheery klichen, lwo car garage has*
atorage loft end work area. $47,500, 281.0700.

SOUTHFIELD
QUALITY speaks for Jtsell. Glazed tile acconts your way
from toyer to kiichen. Flsidstone fireplace lsads to your
entertainment warmih. 4 bedrooms Includos master bod-
room suite. Professionaily decoratad, desirable locailon.

NEAT AND CLEAN. Two badroom aluminum rench In Waest-

g , We have this speciat land. Home has fuy ’
$119,900. 559-2300. opportunity. All Blue Tag Special Homes have been od garage, and bost of al it an ey v phelipet
FARMINGTON HILLS reduced in price by 5% or more until June 30, 1983. ly treed fot. All his for Only $36,000, 326-2000,

STILL TIME to pick Axtures and floor(ng in this 3000 squore
foot Tudor Colonial. Clrcular stalrcase, Coramic foyer.
$180,900. 8511900,

NICELY DECORATED 4 bedroom colonlal with extra large
famity room. Finished rec room with kitchen faciiities, patlo
with barbeque, and more. Perfect family homa. $99,000,
A77-1111,

PLEASANT VALLEY FARMS..Four bedroom, 3 bath, posal-

Wo are distributing Discount Certificates at our

3200 Open Housos and our Bales Ofiice, This Discount
Certificats entitics you to purchase any Heal Estate One
Blue Tag 8pecial Home at the reduced price.

OUR HOMES ARE NOT ONLY FOR SALE—

THEY'RE ON SALE!

MINT CONDITION. Threa bedroom brick, 1% ba %
garago, full basemenl, builtin oven rlm;- and m:wn?ar
Phus much, much mere, Original owner. $44,500. 328-2000.

. PLYMOUTH . :
'HOUSE BEAUTIFUL" 5 bedrooms, living room with fire-
place, formel dining room. Tnres baths, back
poreh, flnlshed basement, deck, 3 car gerage, great family

bdie 2nd famity room or game room of filth bedroom. Could
be In-taw sulte. Commualty park and saimming pond. Per-
foci for largs family, $97.900. 477-1111. .

IMMACULATE large 3 bedroom, 2 beth ranch on oversize
lot. Country kiichen, generaus storsge epace, 2 fireplaces,
wet bar off famlly room. Very desivable country type area.
$84,900. 477-1191, N . i

LYON
A FOUR bedroom, two and & hatf bath Cape Cod. Beautiful
Inside and out. All on over & half acrs. $33,900. 348-8430

Lt

———————

- LIVONIA
WINDRIDGE VILLAGE. Wedgewood tudor style Colonlal on
corner lot. Four bedrooms, 2'4 batha, den, flrat floor taun-
dry, locmal dining room. Family rcom with naturel froplace,
$110,500. 455-7000. . N

FAMILY ROOM with gas log fireplace, bullt In disirwasher
and rangs (0 beauliful kiichen with dinetle bakcony, At-
ached garage roll-up door for van. Large patio with
gas griil, 2 baths. $54,900, 626-0000. .

: WESTLAND
WELL CARED FOR

teveat. $43,000. 52!

WELL MAINTAINED 3 bedroom brick rench with Livonia
schoots, Baautitul rec room with bar., Largs country kilchen
lnciudes all appliances, Aluminum tsim, Iarge 2 car garsge
hes work room sdditional for the handyman. $48,800, 525-

Hechisan's Langest Reat Estate Compary

brick threa bodroom ranch with large
country kiichan, Livonla schools, sasy assumption, fow In-

room. $75,000. 455-7000,

OWNER VERY ANXIOUS,

BEAUTIFUL 3 bedrdom,

GARDEN CITY
large lot, Matntenarion free. Separate dining foom, G .
wmao VA weicomed and simple ‘-mmpliohx sa'l.mf';g;
REDFORD

brick
rim. This one features a hull basement, 2 jarape,
R bath. Priced 1o set, $38,900, 2010700, © 0 o0 2

Nice 4 badroom homs on extra

Bungalow with ahmtrum




