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Council weighs
millage hike,
new budget

By Joanne Maliszewsk!
staff welter

1t Farmington Hills ofilcials approve
a proposed 1.28 mitl city tax hike, the
9.09 mills resldents would pay in 1983
B4 stlll would be one of the lowest eity
tax rates in Oakland County.

City eouncll

ingten HIlls' bomeowner’s approxl-
mately $1,900 tax bill, only 16 percent
of the total went to the city.

For example, In 1982, out of the 49.9
mills per $1,000 of your property’s
SEV, you paid 7.8255 millls to Farming-
ton Hills; 33.7 mills to the Farmington
:_chool district; 1.5 mills to Oakland

are expected
to adopt the proposed $14.3 willlion
1983-84 budget at a speclal meeting at
7:30 p.m, Wednesday. Council membery
also will declde whether lo levy the
proposed 1.2675 mills (per $1,000 of as-
sessed value) increase. That would hlke
the current 7.8255 mills to 9.0930 mills
In 1983-84.

The proposed millage increase can
be broken down Into several compo-
nents: a new one-mill levy for capltal
improvements; a .269-mitl increase In
the city’a debt levy; and a .2508-mlll in-
crease In the city's operating levy.

“Qur city councll cut taxes two years
ago,” sald Willam Costick, Farming-
ton Hllls assistant clty manager. “They
have been reducing them. Last year we
had a lean budget.”

In 1981, for example, Costick sald,
Farmington HIlls levied 8.50 mills and
in 1982 dropped the rate to 7.8255 mills
while still providing scrvices such as
gerhoge collectlon which many clties
like Southfield don’t.

But thls year, because the state equ-
alized value (SEV) of property In
Farmington Hilla dropped almost 1
percent {from $950.9 milllon last ycar
to a current $942.8 million), revenue
from local taxes would drop without &
tax increase. That fact is coupled with
a 5.7 pereent antlcipated increase In
the cost of dolng clty business in 1383«
a4,

THE DROP In SEV this year can be
traced back to last year shen a 6-per-
cent factor swas added to residentlal as-

College; 5.13 mills to Oak-
land Connty; and 1.74 mills to Oakland
Intermediate Schools.

So, if you owned an $80,000 home in
198% asseesed at $40,000, your total
property tax bijl, based an the above
rates, would be $1,996, But only $313
wenl to Farmington Hills.

Of the remalning, $1,348 went to
Farmington schools, $205 went to Oak-
land County, $70 went to Oakland In-
termediate Schools; and $60 went to
Oakland Commiunity College.

ONCE THE $313 got to Farmington
Hills City Hall, however, it was allocat-
ed to the following services during the
flscal year:

# $313 to police/law enforcement.

® 374 to public services, for exam-
ple, local roads. -

® $34 to the Farmington Communl-
ty Library.

® §31 to Farmington Hills govern-
ment operation.

® 331 10 fire proicviion aid SMIT
gency medical service.

® 316 to he city’s debt retirement.
® 39 to parks and recreation ser-

vices.
@ $3 to the 47th District Court's op-
eration.

So whether Farmington Hills is com-
pared on the basls of its 1981 or 1982
tax lavies, It ranks near bottom for fo-
cal tax rates In Oakland County, Cos-
tick sald.

When Farmington Hills levied 8.50
mills In 1941, It trailed belind South-
fleld's 17.48 mllls; Blrmingham's 15.25

sessment. Based on sales market stud-
ies this year, assessments have been
rolied back.

But, In opposing the proposed taz in-
crease, residents last week asked clty
officials to trim “the fat” from local
government as well a3 to cut services,

Clty officlals, however, arc quick lo
say that in 1982, of the average Farm-

s, F s 11.25 mills; and
Bloomfield Township's 11.12 mills,
Looking at 1982, the $313 that Farm-
ington Hllls realdents pald out of their
total tax bill can be compared to Oak
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By Monte Nagler
special writer

Park’s $966; Southfield’s $648; Bir-
mingham's $800; or Rochester’s $525.

Pluase turn to Page 8

Judges seek funds

By Joanns Mallszewski
stalf writer

,Some Farmington Hllls residents
want the cily to operate less expensives
1y In 1983-84 to avold a propossd 1,28
mill tax inerease. .

On (he other hand, 47th District

By Tom Bast
statf writer

X .flt was question time In the cafeteria
1ast Thursday when six candidates, &lé

" pled about 50 chatrs in Dunckel
Behool's exd .

One question pot’ asked —- bat dis-
cursed after the concerned

‘samcampaigntool. s, . -
- “Basically, these Alghts are meant

Candidates face

meeting —
. m,mnummdaawumm\;

to pay for postage

Judge Michael Hand last weck asked
city officlals to reconslder some por-
tlons of the court's proposed budget,
which Is pald for by Farmington and
Farmington Hilla.

Please turn to Page 8

for & one-person audlence,” xald Board

Trustoe Michael Shpliece, who's leaving -

school politics alter serving two terms,
“and that one person usually works fort
a newspaper.”

Added Trustea Jack Inch, who un-

derwent voler scrutiny at a candidates .

night just before he wen a seat of his
own several years ago, “You can’t win
here. You can only lose, .

" 's just not enough of an audl-

. ence here to win, but you can make 8
glgantic lo?'l out of yourself If you're

ot ol . .
Inch ‘was quick to add that, In bl

op, tione of the present six had
mloohunh‘un‘nlvn :
.. THE CANDIDATES. are
‘mp.umu.v.smmclmu

July 29, 1983, Each contestant may
enter one or two color slides.

It’s a snappy happy ceniesi
Amateur photographers should try to capture the color an:

quality exhlbited In this poppy plcture when they compate In
the Observer & Eccentric color photo contest. “Nature in the

Deadline is J uly 29
Don’t shudder —econtest is a snap

framed; second-place prize i3 $20
cash; and lhe‘lh!rd-plnce prize is $10

Get ready, nature lovers, The Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers are
sponsoring a color photo contest just
foryou. -

The theme of the contest I “Nature
In the Suburbs.” The idea is to capture
the color of nature through your lens,

All you need to enter is a camera,
color slide fllm and a “pature” sub-
Ject that you believe properly typitles
our theme. The photo may bo taken in
your own backyard, in a field, at &
park or any place where you flnd na-

ture,
Other rulea include:
¢ Contestants must be amateur

Qbse:

» are
send ua the original slide. Entries will
Dbe returned only If accompanied by &
self-addressed, stamped envelope. We
stress Lhat the Observer & Eccentric
is not responsible for any lost or dam-
aged stldes, .
® Please mark each silde with
your name, address and phone num-

ber.

® Entries should be submitted to:
Color Photo Contest, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251 Scheol
craft, Livonla 48150,

Followlng the July 20 deadline, a
pancl of Observer & Eccentric em.
ployees from e:lut:mal and production

p TVer
employees and thelr immediate fami-
lies ave not eligible.

. ® Deadllna for entry is Friday,
July 29, Cotor slides must have been
taken after July 29, 1982 and before

.depa: judge the entries
and select the winners. We will pub-
lish the winning photos in color In our .
Labor Day edition, .
First-place prize is $40 cash and
the winning photo cnlarged and

cash. le mentlon certificates
als0 will be awarded.

ONE EXAMPLE of an exccllent
“nature” photograph is shown on the
frout page of today's Observer & Ec-
centric., Norb Davert’s poppy plcture
was taken last summer on the Georgl-
an Bay in Ontario, Canada. Heused a
Pentax MX camera with his favorite
lens, a 40-80 zoom positioned at the
80mm setiing.

“Patlence {s Important,” sald Dav-
ert, who walted for the sun {o get in
Just the right position to highlight the
pedals and bring out full detall. “1
shoot Kodachrome 84, rated at 80
ASA, to obtaln deeper color satura-
tion.”

DAVERT, 18, of Llvonla, has a
unique eye when it comes (o photog-
rapby. He can be found outdoors

@ Suburbs® Is the theme of this year's competition. Information
on contest rules and details about this photograph by Norb
Davert, 18, of Livonia are Included insido today’s newspaper.

shooting many photographic subjects,
ranging from the beauty of a slngle
flower to the atark reality of the (nner
clty.

Davert, a district manager for the
Morin Bullding Products Co., already
has had two, one-man shows i the
area — at Livonla Clty Hall and the
Northville Art Gallery. One of his
photagraphs won a medal at the pres-
tiglous Scarab Club Exhibit last fall.

AFTER ONLY five years of se-
rious photography, Davert now s the
offlclal photographer for the Livonia
Visual Arts Assoclation. And what
about his future? .

“J would llke to continue to grow in
an avocation that glves me great per-
sonal satisfaction,” Davert sald. “Ies-
peclally like to capture designs, pot-
torns and abstracts on fllm. These
subjects present a challenge to me."

Gabel, Etizabeth A, Mihelich, Susan C.
Rennels and Leonard M, Steln.

The top vote-gelter in the June 13
election will serve a four-year term on
the seven-member 5 .

The League of Women Voters, one of
several of the event, required
queations from the audlence to be sub-
mitted for screening on three-by-five

One question read, “If cuts had to be
made due 1o lack of funds, what would
you cut?” N

Barnard aprwered, “It's’ always a
mmm + .. bit four things I

't cut are academics, special ed-

B answering ihe same ﬁnuuon,
said, “T think we have great athlstlcs~

election issues

but if we have to cut, I'd say there.”
Another question: “What might the
school district do to meet the needs of
the single-parent family?" .
Said Reanels, “Expand the latch-koy
program (where a school is opened for

what’s inside

’

Community Calendar . .58

“50 calls!”
“Must have had 50 calis! If |
ever have anything else to
gell, I'll use your paperl™* M.
Clark was delighted with the
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