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Squeezed out.’
Kimball tips Groves, Lathrup for district title

By Marty Budner
sialf writer

‘There was only one thing that stopped Royal 0Ok Kimball
~— the state’s No. 1.ranked class A baseball team — Jn dis-
trict action Saturday at Memorial Park.

‘That was the 1 o'clock whistle from Royal Oak Fire Sta-

both the fourth and sixth innings, but left seven runners
stranded.

Kimball tied things at 1-1 in tho second innlng on & base
bit by Gary Plerce. The Knlghts mustered four runs n a wild
fourth inning on (hree hits, two errors, two walks and two
bunts.

Southpaw Scatt Kline went the distance and took the loss.
“It’s been an up-and-down season for us,” zald Lathrup
coach Bob Marten. “We beat some good teams and lost to
others we shouldn't bave. We gave Kimball four runs and
that was the game.
“Kimball I a very good team, and you can’t make mis-
takes agalnst them.” he said.

ton No4 at the southwest corner of the park. 1Ublcw 80 Joud
umplres were forced to halt play because nefther Kimball or
Groves could hear an! 8.

Other than that, it was the Knights’ dny.

Kimball, the master of bunts, strolled to an 8-0 semiilnal
victory over Blrmingham Groves then won the district
champlonship Immedlauely afterwards with a 6-8 decision

over Lathrup. Lathrup to the finals with Pete Ammon and
a 5-1 win over Blrmlnghnm Sexhol.m In the district’s first
game that morning

Coach Frank Clouser’s team, whlch won the state uua in
1972 and haa been runner-up on three other occasions,
plays the winner of the Holly district at Mcmorlll Field !hla
Saturday. The Holly district s belng played today after gét-
ting rained out over the weekend,

“We made some mistakes today, but we executed fairly
well on offense,” sald Clouser, who has coached the Knlghts
for 16 years. “We got our bunts down and that's what we

wanted.
“Our pliching has carried us all year, and that's what got *

us through this double-header. We only allowed threo runs in
two games and that’s not bad. We got through the double-
header without ualng one of our top plichers — James
Kosnlk — who has a sore shoulder,

“When you go up agalnst a team (Lathrup) that you don't
know much about it's tough,” he sald. 'But, {Gary) Peters
pltched an excellent game agalnst Groves,

now owns a 24-3 overall record (ita loases to Troy
Athens, Rochester Adams and Grosse Pointe North).

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Southfield-Lathrup (:llcd to take advantage of its opportu-
nities In this game.

‘The Chargers took a 1-0 lead after the first Inning, but that
‘was the last lead they had. They also uwed slngle runs in

Peters, who bad elght total bases In the game, blasted a
400-foot home run to left center-field In the [fth innlng for
the Kalghts' sixth run.

Lathrup managed e]ght hita, including two by second base-

man Al Ghosh who hit the ball hard all afterncon. Scott
Shafer kad a run-scoring double In tho fourth, knocking in
Raon Rechter who had doubled to lead off the Inning.
Randy Carey led off the fifth with back-
to-back slngles, but Mike Carithera struck out and a double
play (Harvey Friedenberg struck out and Ammon waa nailed
trying to steal third basc) ended the threat.

Carithers and Rob Goldstein had the other Charger bits.

District washouts

Although many distriet baseball tournaments went on as
scheduled, Friday's steady rainfall forced postpenement of
somo of Saturday’s play. Those games are slated for today.

Among the district games which were ralned out was the
Class A Holly murument. which inclmled Rochester Adams,
Wsl d, Clarkaton and

plays Clarkstoa 11 a.m. today o the first round,
whllu Wat Bloomlleld and Kettering hook up around 1 p.m.
The champlonship game is slated for 3:30 p.m. The winner of
that district plays Royll Kimball Saturday In a veglonal at
Memoria) Park in Reyal Oak,

Bloomfleld Hills Cranbrook had s Class B District
washed out, and play i3 scheduled for today, The 10 a.m.
game features Cranbrook against St. Clair Shores South
Lake, whils Avondale and Madlson Helghts Lamphere play
at 12:30 p.m. The champlonship game i& scheduled for S p.m.

rally. The Knights had llx hits in that declslve lnnlnz.

" Lathrup {(nlshed with an 11-12 overall recoro.
SEMIFINAL GAMES

Lathrup's Scott Shafer allowed only four hits and pleked
up the victory over Seaholm. Maple hurler Brett Bohatuk
took the loas.

Lathrup scored twice In the first Inning on a single by
Carithers. Klinc and Ammon bad run-scoring singles in the
fi{th inning, and the Chargers added an uncarned run in the
seventh.

Shafer and Carithers each had two hits for Lathrup.

Seaholm failed to take advantage ut 11 walks and left 11
men on base. Bohatuk, Marc Mark Sackett and
John Shumaker had the Jone Maple mu

“We just couldn't get the clutch hit with men on base,” sald
Seaholm coach Don Sackett, whose team finished with a 12-
10 overall record, “We made a couple of mistakes on defense
— we had a shaky first inning and that was tha game.”

Groves was absolutely powerleas in its loss to Kimball,
Catcher Chad Switzer, with a fourth-nning, seeing-eye sin-
gle, and flrst basemnan Chad Switzer, with a second-inning
double, mustered the only hits off Peters. Pecar had 2 sev-
enth-inning walk and that was the only other Groves' runner
for the game.

Kimball, which held a falrly-safe 1.0 lead through the first
four innings, broke things open with a seven-run, fifth-innlng

*Tha key to the game was that they bad their lead-oft man
on base four times n six innings,” said Groves coach Jim
Crosby. “Kimball had the kind of game you need in tourna.
ment baseball — good pitching and a couple good hiters
{inflelder Dave Bishop was 4-for-4).

“We hung In for a while, but our pithcer (Jeff Mayer)
Just ran out of gas,” he said, “We gave it the beat woe had, but
e were disappolnted that we lost.”

Groves finished with a 16-11 overzll record.

PHotos by BTEPHEN CANTRELLIs\aft photographer
Lathrup's Mike Carithers (7) is tagged out by Seshoim ahomtop Jason Silva (8) in the first inning of Saturday's disirict baseball game at Royal Oak’s Memorial Fleld.

It’s a high-five celebration for Lathrup's
Al Ghosh (1) and Scott Kline (8) agalnst
8eaholm,

By Brad Emona *
& otaff writer i

+ Ted Bimmons would be proud., South-
ﬂe!d woa fta first basoball district title

’S‘M Blue Jays, behind the pitching of
Bill Mathews and Steve Sonlag along

hasn't been mentloned much since Slm-
mous graduated there in 1968 — udul

Bontag provided solid relief help, in-
cluding a tension-fllled, final luning in
the win over CC, He et the alde down
In order, but not unul cc. Chris Par-
sons was tsgged out at second

to stretch a xlnlla into a double
for tha flnal out.
), meanwhile, was &

He parked a

Southfleld will take Its decelving 17-
12 record Into Saturday’s reglonal at
ﬂ‘uul Park. CC, meanwhlle, bowed out
A

'Wa were logklng for 20 vlcumu

this year, and we o battle
Kimball (Royal Oak) for the (.llln hut
we flnlshed five games behind,”
bowskl sald. “We lost seven, cne-rnn
games and should have lost no mors
than six. We've been Inconsistent.”

CATHOLIC CENTRAL, which fell
Into s hlulnz sluop during the floal
stretch of the season, stoppad a Livonia
Franklln rally In the seventh Innlng of
the opening game ta reach the fina), 8-

"The Stamrocks won (e game de-
spite getting just one Nt,nlemdaln-
ﬁmhlaw.!mmmmm-

tallled & mo!mmu(m

Inning as Rich Wood
walked in two runs. Rellefer -Bill

1

Ha had even more trcuble. He
walked John Connor to start the second
inning and was charged with CC's third
run of the game.

That brought g junior Mike Witkins,
who sbut CC down the rest of the way,
ﬂvlng.mnlll.n a chance to.get back

game.
hehuiuuptlmnu:klnu:y

1lfth to cut the lead {0 8-1.

In the top of seventh, Chris Lewls
walked Ister scored on Steve
‘Willbanks' single to make it 3-3. Catch-
et Mike Jobnson, who went 3-ford, lol-
lowed with a slngle and Bob
ml;kodlomd\heumwlmmwt

NISSEN, who replacsd Rogers on the
moundln‘ u:.urndtheuve

and fanned Wilkins to end the
But the OC victory came with some
anxioos moments. Wilh Popp muu
{bird baseman John Connor made
dlmhckhndzhbalnwudmm
by catcher Ed Ewald, who tried to plck
3

USSR S U PO o

£ Blue J ays topple CC for first district crown

off Willbanks, who wandered a little
too far from the bag,

Connor earlier bad came up with a
key play, robbing Wilking of & hit with
runners on base in the alxth inring,

bowed out out tournament
play with a 13-13 record,

In the other semifinal game, South-
{leld put Bentley away with six runs in
the fifth inning, chasing starter Jokn

R
" Williams and reliever Mike Luch.

Sontag drove {n two runs with a aln-
gle and Michae] Burwell added a two- !
run double during an up:

BENTLEY managed only mm .
against Southfjeld plldleu H.lthm
Sontagand Bob G .

*We were too Anxlm at the nllu.'

were pgppln‘ themup.”



