Craft and mag‘ic

SOFT POP; 4" flash; a quick whine through the
night air and suddenly the sky erupts in a
brilliant cascade of coler and glitier, spar-
kles and shimmers. A loud report close be-

hind vibrates through the carth.

The fireworks have begun.

Although no one is certain, one expert theorized
that fireworks originated in ancient China or India
where saltpeter (nitrate of potash) was used as an
agent for curing meat. Particles of the substance.

i accidently falling inte a campfire, might bave
mixed with charcoal, the resulting flare selting off
the first experiments. Flakes of iron from striking
flint would have praduced glitter, just as iron filings
do today; and the addition of sidfur yielded black
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Bave Lathiersad e adea that the

tion's Fourth of July cclebrations. should feature
{ireworks displays. [n a letter to his wife Abigail on
July 3, 1776, 'Adams advocated the use of “pomp
and parade .\. . bonfires and illuminations . . .
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this time forwayd forevermore
In-time, Independence Day fireworks came to be
!

regarded'as such a ble right that, when the
HIE and sani™ July Fourth campaigns began
i the early 1900s, refortmers found it necessary to

win & good' word from national leaders to avoid
being considered disloyal and unpatriotic. -
nd _disph vanedd during the Depression
years, ten sp i a routine b
particularly spi in many seetions of
the country untli the 19708 swhen, during the bicen-

illuminate sky with }glitt"er

of ils packing, More random placement of chemi-
‘cals, combinations or shells within shells praduce
colors and d s thal pour out with varying spped
and intensity. Only the pyrotechnician who desipgns
and huilds the shell can predict with certainty the
pertormance and persomality of caclt of these ac-
tors For this, he calls npon kanwledpe of phy:
npatibility of chenieals, as well as a
ne d sense of color and design
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The area’s largest
fireworks display, held
during the Detroit-Windsor,
Freedom Festival, will be
at 10 p.m. Thursday, June
30, in downtown Detroilt.
The rain date is Frida

TGt celebralions, ireworks Doomed Toudly il
flared s1ylishly.

Tireworks reached another peak along with pa-
trintic seatiowent in 1981 when the ho:
Iran returned home durtng the Jandaey presidentiale
maugnral festivitiues
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