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Crowd sways Hills council to quash tax boost

By Josnne Meltezewski

staft writer

" hml;mn Hills u:mchh suce
cumbed ltmn; this
week whea hotly debat-
udl.llmminczulelnlouluxula

"lmud. fall ud.ln‘
10 a foll bouse of appla
residents gathered at city- hall ”
Wodnesday, the F: Cﬂy
Council R

cing a Neen:m P
mende&; .0930 mills in 1983-84.

yur’l tax rate Includes

-

4191 operating milla and .4064-mill
That works out (o fewer dol-

debt levy.
lars devoted to the dly'l cpcﬂunl
ubod;umdmonto lebt service
yoar,
Although the tax rate remains
same as last year, about balf of the
city’s residents, In effect, will recelve a

increase for HMI. bowever, dty
council members automatically reject-

o4 a proposed mmlll levy for caplital
Improvoments to help pay for major

ge projects and a proposed po-
tee t expansion, both listed
th: tix-year capital improvements

P

‘Let’s not mislead anyone that this
budget in any way will provide for a
%oHee facility,” sald Mayor Fred

Enu If clty officlals had lpprwed
tax Increass, about §389,000 would

blvn boen taken out of general fund
lus) to balance the 3

et. Now ha last s tax
rate, city officials will dip ¢ into
reserves, taking a total $621,839 out of
41,8 million In reserves, That will leave
the city with about $1.8 milllon in

But taxpayers, who had®
accused city officials of falling to “cut
the fat” out of jocal government, used
the city’s $1.8 million general fund sur-
plus as a weapon In fighting the pro-

mill tax Increase,

posed 1.28
Reiterating his strong op) Uonwx
city tax increase,

Woll led the fight laxt week, mdiu
letters from homeowners assocla

and Ipsurance executlve Richard

Headlee, opposing tax increases,

“T am opposed (o any Lax Increase,”
Wolf sald. “T'm concerned about the in-
creasing surpluses we've been baving,

“I think we should tax and spend our
residents’ money as It was our own. It's
bad business to raise taxes at this time.
It's also bad " he sald,

IN READINO Headloo's letter, Wolt

the Republican leader called the

clty" propoud tax increase “a grave
flscal error.”

It was evident from the start of the

poople of this community feel I know
you want your taxes cut and Pm will-
Ing todo (t."

Wolf Immediately made a motion to
reject the millaga increase and for City
Manager Lawrence Savage {0 submit a
revised budget based on last year's tax
levy, But after saveral bours of often

Wolf's

motion was amended by Councilwoman
Jody Soronen. Her amended motion,
which council members unanimously

approved, called for mala last
years tax levy bat the same
roposed $14.8 million and tak-

money out of the surplus for the
deflcit created by the drop in loeal tax
revenue,
"'We're not talking about bolding the
line on taxes, we're talking cutting tax.
u. 34ld Lawrence Savage, city mana-

Whnuhnppmec.s"muld.hthn
last year, I you owned a $30,000 bome
assessed at $40,000, your clty taxes
were $313, This year, the $80,000 home
now s assessed at $38,400, Soynurcny

Pleasaiurnto Pags &

By Tom Baer
staff writer

Alter ll%-ywdehy. plans for coa-
Tong-vacant Bond El

lorkers, uaing a
“stripping oul,”, were
mummmumowmmlm
13 Mile pear Orchard Lake Rud In

‘Tbe plan, according to Bob Katzman,

P

a dullder [nvolved with the project, Is
the original cuter walls and

roof while dolng all new comstruction

bullﬂln“gn-mndn!u&rlllhe
walls and 301 are already up,” said

ok

Up,
“With the roof up, we can work right
. would

bad weather that stop

|Eyesore gets
new chance
as an offlce

When completed, the new structure
will ennhl.n ope- and two-room offlce
suites and will feature an atrium, or

to

An October opening ls planned, he
“It's designed for mmail
users,” Katonan

will start at about $250 a mon
Ronald L.Boah«.-wmmoomzma
developer, purchased the property for
$340,000 from the F: Board
of Education on Aug. 8, 1980. Untll

mooey” over the past three years, sald
that he and Hughes planned to form a

Please tum to Pnga ]

Rubbu and ruin surround the old Bond School on 13 Mile and orchlrd Lake Road as it goes through the transformation from an
office

I conter toa

‘reuln

By Joanne u-llu-mkl -
staff writer

No way Iy Farmington Hills resident
Joan Hughes (olna to put up with the
traditional image of the woman mo
cyclist as a maligned "Hells Angeh
grouple.

Instead, the first National Motorcy-
cle Queen Is leadlng the parade of
change on a sleek, black 1100 cc Gold
Wing Honds, ber 21at blke In the 17

" years she's been In Tove with the sport.
, “The rest of the wm'ldl.hlnbmull .

woman ridan motorcydc, sho cannot
femininity or_ a lady,”

sald the 48-year-old recent grandmoth-
er and ons of the founders of the motor.
cyclista’ Michigan GoldWing Associa-
tion. “Nowadays, we (women motorey-
clisis) are your nelghbors.

ting the message across that it's

fectly natural for a woman t¢ ride l
cycle was capped about two weeka ago
‘when she was crowned, out of nine con-

- testants, as motorcycle queen in Great
nd, Kansas, ‘

The 250-member GoldWing riders’ \Bc h
association is dedicated to openlng the

door to women of the longtime male
dominated sport,
“The club’s No. 1 ideal Is to dunge
eling,”

Hughes said. That chang-
Ing the Jmage of the traditional black
leather riding lppue most hard and
reyclists wear.

But Hughes' pemml touch fer get-

B lelage vote date
“set by . school board

Vdmhmhmhlmmlbb-
- frict will be Atked to

-

“FOR MOTORCYCLISTS, ' iU's ke
the Mrs. America contest," nlﬂ
Hughu, who is In ber third

sales manager at Honda Center In Wlh

"l‘va ‘gotten a lot of national publicte
ty from all this,” she sald, rclarﬂnx to
her capture of the

ty of changing the image of motorcy-
cling women, walking away wilh the
crown was no easy task elther. She was
put through a rigorous obstacle course,
asked questions about ber sport, deliv-
et b
and was ju on the a

c’m gl her bike nfd ber m,"m
leather ridlog apparel.

“Soventeen years ago Ibad & wnll

“affalr with the motorcycle,” Hi

3ald she told the eontut'l Judges. “Now
1 have a lifetime commitment with the
machine and the people Involved.
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