Executive urges

By Alice Collins
stat! wrller

‘The chalrman of K mart Corp. urged
business and community leaders last
woek {0 stop polnting fingers of blame

j for current “economic tragedies” and
help lead the way to the future.

Bernard M. Fauber of Bloomflield
Hills addressed his remarks to mem-

He called on his lsteners to adopt an
“It can ba done" attitude, to analyze
Jcurrent and future socia) and market
trends and to make business decisiors
based on those studies,

Fauber told how In 1959-80 K mart

; changing
rom retall variety to discount stores,
Then, five years ago, the *disposable
oclety” began to change. When con-
umers were beginning to buy products
d on quallty and not ‘just price, K
dh:egm adding upgraded mer-
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NO MATTER what guldelines you

, Fauber told his listeners, the mes-

go today s the same, “pot just In

,;downtown Detrolt but right in our own

* Backyards of Troy.

$}Somehow our society has,falled to

grow; It has failed to provide for the
hopes and ambltions of our citizens.

»“Nothing has or will be accom-

plishied by blaming our problems on the

wafalr competition from the Japanese,
Germans or Koreans,” he continued,

; He also urged the community lead-

‘o3 to stop blaming government taxa.

o or high interest rates. “It's popu-

"y bnlllt pointless. Those are simply ex-

T

! THE AUTOMOBILE industry which
has been the driving economic force
“that brought paradise to so many” in
the Unlted States and southeastern
Michigan Is not expected to retumn to
ll:.llormer glories, ko sald studies re-
veal.

The K mart chalrman told his listen-
ers first to go for “an attitude adjust-
ment,” to fosier a can-do attitude by
encouraging Individuals within thelr
businesses to try —~ and to reward
them for doing 8o,

From time to time this column will

the hazarda of stalrs.
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PROTECTING THE ELDERLY
.problems of the olderly, this week will focus on
To be safe stalrs should be at least 12-14

the key.Perbaps this is s0.

“Yet, we should be aware that even
if robotics develops into a viable indus-
try, it Is only one industry, As I travel
from communlty to community, thoss
which seem (o be tha healthiest are
those which are diversified.”

‘THIS AREA'S economic strength is
In having ooe of the best labor forces
anywhere in the country, Fauber sald,
A highly-motivated work force Is es-
sentlal to success,

“You can have no natural resources
and your country can be blown up a3
was Japan, and if you have a work
force, youw'll make Jt.*

In addition to a labor force, this area
also has top educational institutions,
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Inches wido, and have a hand rall on eithar slde
that the eldery Individual can grasp. Aimost In-
varlably, cellar stalrs ara unsale, the sleps are

" narrow, lighting about them is poor, locse boards
or oblects are often present, and usuafly a hand
call I lacking. Making appropriale change ls

worthwhilo 88 no amount of exponse can equal

- fhe cost I the elderty parson should fall and

- break B hip.

* Not all eteps aro bad. For Instance, living on
the second floor of a two-famlly flat may be ben-
eficlal for the elderly Individual. The walk up and
down the stalra provides exerclse that Is valuable
In preserving tho tone of the Individual's heart,
1ungs and muscles.
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