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Commissioners’ SEMTA motion:
more service or lose our support

By Yim Richard
siaff writer

‘They (R i )

slsting county votes be counted sepa-
rately in any tax-hike election so that
any county in the six-county transit
area could veto a reglonal tax hike.

“We're not shaking our fist, we're
protecting that lUttle old lady from hav-
ing her taxes raised without ber vote,’
said commlssloner Lllllan Moffitt, R-
Bloomfleld Townshlp.

THE VOTE to glve SEMTA until
July 12 to accept Oakland's modlfica-
tions was 19-7, with two Democrats

tatk abau; service to

“Once agaln the Oakiand County
Board of Commissioners has shown it
is  no friend of publle
transportation. . . . They (Republl-
cans) talk about service to the clderly,
the slck, those who can't afford cars

.« then do everything possible to sce
they don't get it.

“This board is saying that you want
it your way or you'il plck up your balt
and bat and go home.”

In the coffln of publlc transportation.

supporting SEMTA operations be ap-

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

proved by a vote of the people but
noted that “we mandated a vote,
though SEMTA docsn’t have authority

"We're saying (o the federal govern-
ment, ‘We don't want your money, we
don’t want the jobs.' ™

SEMTA HAS been told by the US.
Department of Transportailon to re-
solve reglonal bickerlng — largely be-
tween the city of Detrolt, which favors
light rail rapid translt and. Oakfand
and Macomb counties, which don't —
or no federal capital funds will be
forthcoming.

SEMTA chairman Dewitt Henry of

board attached Its awn sot of conditlons
March 3t and is demanding SEMTA ac-
cept them.

‘We’re not shaking our
fist, we're protecting

o A dlvided Oakland County Board of fo call a vote — only the Leglstature
Commissloners {x warnlng the theelderly. . .thendo  goes that little old lady from
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. ity (SEMTA) to agree to Oakland's ser. they don" “sitting back and shaking its fist. i having her taxes raised

t\.gce dun:ndslﬁr ;:c: the pro:pecl that :Wb”“}; on't ﬂi' Il’ does no great harm, but it docsn't seeve  yuishont her vote.’

e county wi ck away from sup- ublic transportation).’ an itive purpose.”

E:;tmx & regional public transit pack- # —t’?:onnln Amfn '}"Jl)g’ju:t ';homr foot o& ngnlnl.; . ”—,';/Zl’” ’:Z’”"
Id i J \ can

LE And Oakland commlssioners are ln- Oak Park Democrat :adls%:"l‘;"d’;!:tw ames Soyon eomfield Repu

Republicans Roy Rewold and Ralph
Nelson of Rochester and George B.
Jackson of Birmlngham — wanted to
give the SEMTA board twa meetings In
which to act. '

“Qakland County can proceed on its
own" if the federal government fails to
give SEMTA capltal funds for the $1
billion-plus profect, sald Rewold. “The
monies ate golng to come to Oakland
County one way or the other,

And later Rewold added, “It's not
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