Is suburban life better,
or worse, chemically?

By Sherry Kahan
ataft wrller

Summcr s coming up !:hcmlcﬂl ln
the suburbs. Lilacs and freshly
grass may smell deliclous. But hnrd-
ware and garden stores smell like
chemlcal factorles.

Green machines, part of one of the
newest growth industries, ply the
streets, stopping ot lawns to spray
forth a variety of herbicldes and pesti-
cldes. ‘Home gardeners bring home
heavy packages of these products
marked with words like grow, green,
and easy, In smaller print at the bot-
tom arc warnings that the herblcide or
pesticide may be toxic to dogs or flsh,

Bugout, made by Greenview, atates
speelfically “toxic to flsh, birds and
other wildllfe,” with the additional ad-
mnnluon “Keep out of any body of wa-
ter.

In aven smaller print on the pack-
ages i3 a list of ingredicnts, most of
them with long, unpronounceable sclea-

‘Approximately 99 percent of ail insect
species are either nautral or beneficial.
When you use poison on a wide scale you
are polsoning all insects to kill that 1
percent. The insects you are irying to
poison bacome progressively immune to
the poison, and you have to use
increasingly powerful poisons on them.’

~Dr, Hilmar Moore

gardening Instructor

are addicted to a quick flx, but it may
have a long-term dlsadvantage.”

Tamboulian dislikes what he calls
“the shotgun approach® of pesticides.
He thinka a apeclfic problem should be
treated with a specitlc chemlcal.

Roger Sutherland, biology instructor
at Schooleraft College, bewalls the be-
Lef of many that if a little ia good, a lot

KELLY WAZNEY, owner of Vita-
Lawn, polnted out that “this busincas s
dictated by customers and users, They
don't like clover. They want their lawn
as green as the one next door,”

Wazney indleated that most sprayers
wear T-shirts and pants, that the com-

ny recommends thoy wear gloves
when spraylng Insecticide. But clothlng
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Hilmar takes pesticldes seriously.

“When you spray chemlcals, use
common scnse,” he advised. “Wear a
mask, although a respirator is prefera-
ble. Keep chlldren and pets out of
harm’s way.”

In his opinlon lawns could be kept
healthy if a herbieide is used for a year
only, followed by an arganlc rather
than chemical fertillzer. He suggested
that short grass cuttings be allowed to
remaln on the lawn as a sovrce of nl-
trogen.

“It docsn't improve anyonc's health
to use these materials,” sald Paul Tam-
boullan, chemistry professor at Oak-
fand University In Rochester, “All her-
bleldes are on the dangerous list, but
these are not particularly dangerous.
But I have an vneasincss for any use of

chemleals in the environment when

there Is no clearly defined need. People

A
about the death of the honey bee be-
cause of these chemleals. *One-third of
the food supply of Michigan is Indirect-
ly or directly dependent on insect polli-

ture as a big struggle, but we should be
llving with it. We suppress certatn or-
ganlsms that have a uscful job.”

An example of such suppression can
be seen in advertisements of the green
companles to rid lawnas of clover.

“Clover is definitely good for the soll
of the lawn,” sald Jost, “It puts in nitro-
gen. You can then use less fertllizer,
But green provides people with a feel-
ing of contentment, and they get upset
by the white claver flower.”

1,000 2 year,”

The herbicides he uses on lawns
came (o the firm pre-mixed. The chem-
lcals are 2,4-D, diacamba and MCPP,
the chemleal used by many lawn apray-

area branch in Novl. Asked about the
herbleide, 2,4-D, which s part of the
lawn mix, he said it has no environ-
mental persistence.

“It breaks down Into the enviren.
ment, and docs not accumulate as It
goes through the food chaln. It Iy not
very toxic, and doesn't accumulate In a
person as opposed to some chemical
like PCB."

He added that it has been In use for
37 or 38 years.
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He added that there i3 no wny to equate
the exposure of cmployces who work

g DOLL SALE!

ported no problems with animals and
herbleldes and pesticides, two dld, Dr.
Lawrence Chuk of the Weatland Veteri-
nary Hospital noted that “not too many
cases can we plnpoint as caused hy her.
bickde, although
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case of dermatitis nnoclnu:d with
walking on a lawn.”

But both be and Dr, Mary Beth Lein-

inger of Plymouth Veterinary Hospital
cautioned againat allowlng animals to
get Into a bag of weedkiller and cat it.
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