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n-town house
keeps pace
with the times

By Corinns Abatt
atatf writor

It may be history, but the home
which Bernetta “Bunny” Mlller remod-
eled on Greenwood in downtown Blr-
mingham has a hard-to-equal atmos-
phere,”

Mlller, a psychiatric social worker
and assistant director of the Center for
Contemporary Paychology, 950 Hunter,
Blrmingham, once studied palnting at
Cranbrock and thought about art as a
career.

‘The interior of her home, bullt in
1917 with one major addition and a
number of structural changes, shows
her continuing intercst ln art.

In the tradition of In-town houses in
melropolltan  areas throughout (the
world, this one has lttle to no front
lawn, 2 private rear courtyard and a
sophisticated interior,

Miller 3aid she plans (o leave It all
for a condo just down the street that
will be less responsibllity and provide a
tower level apartment for sons who
still come home to vislt.

Hlstory or not, the Greenwood house
is an excellent example of rennovation
and Interior design done with a wisely
used, ample budget.

Robert Endres, ASID, Blrmingham,
worked closely with Miller during the
three months of rennovation before she
moved in.

WITH THE exception of one of the
upatairs, the carpeting
bolh upstairs and down is a mauve
taupe, a foundation for Miller's color
scheme of mauve, taupe, raspberry and
almond. But, because of the variety of
art works, woods, and acces-
sories, the calor scheme sets the scene,
but docsn't steal the ahow,

Llving and dining room are formal
contemporary with louvre blinds at the
windows. A 1917 style flreplace n the
living room was given an '80s image
when all but the hearth was covered
with flame proof dry wall and painted
a light almond to match the walls. The
hearth is framed with contemporary
brass, .

Directly behlnd the living room ls the
dining room with bullt in cupboards to
save space and cure the clutter,

-Staff photos by Mindy
Saunders

‘The dinlng room chalrs are covered
in a soft palsley print, matching sever-
al pullup chalra in the living room. The
large dinlng table Is 2 rich dark patural
wood. Immediately beyond is a small
library area which zets as & bulfer
zone and houses a desk and wall of
bookshelves. The family room, down
several sleps marks, the beginning of
the addltion, designed by architect
Robert Wine.

The family room, which averlooks
the courtyard, has a story and a half
cathedral celling. The brick flreplace
wall la painted the same almond used
throughout the house,

On tho other alda of tho hall, which
leads directly through the center of the
bouse, ia the breakfast room and kitch-
en, agaln a comblnatlon of natural
wood, almond formica and !aminato
aurfaces.

THE
leading to the courtyard was replaced
by thick glass, so there’s 2 good view of
the outaide from .lmmt any angle.

ch bedroom
look to it, but it I.u the bathrooms that

take the honers.
Miller turned what had been an open
porch off the master bedroom lato one

CENTER panel of the door

pstalra has a speclal

of the most elegant bathrooms around.
In the center there's a sunken, marble,
Jacuzzi tub,

Walls and woodwork are a rich light
raspberty with one wall covered In a
soft, sparse flower print on a taupe
background.

The walk-In closet for the master
bedroom swas created from wasted
space [n a needlesaly wide hallway and
vacent area under the eaves,

A {ront bedroom, made by tearing
out the center wall between two

The famlly room of the 1917 house was added later, It overlooks a
courtyard and covered patio area which is Ideal for summer enter-

lovescat.

smaller ones, has the atoped celling on
both ends. Under the windows faclog
the atreet, s a hospitable looking

The draped background for a single
bed along one end wall with natural
bamboo blind for & pattern In the cen-
ter, Miller said ahe first saw in Jacob-
sons in Birmingham, llked the idea and
used it for this guest room.

The outside of the house with alumni-
um =lding In mauve. It sounds like it
ought to fit — and it does.

!nlning. The tlbrary lorm a transition area betwun lho ohd and
new, dining room and family room.

A true example of an eclectic ap-
proach, the house worked because the
owner had good teste and It genulnely

reflected her personality, It [s an ex-
lﬂu lon of her and she enjoyrs belng cre-
atlve,

In the guest bedroom, a cove ceiling becomes as
assot Instead of a liability when draped with a
honey belge and white print and accent with e

bamboo shade, Th
covers the window
sitting,

Meeting a challenge grant

thick beige carpeling al
at where Bunny Miller is

Bunny Mitler had a porch off her master bodroom enclosed md
turned into & glamorous bathroam which is dene in gray and pink.

Art Association improves grounds and bulldmg

By Corinne Abaft
statf writer

The notlceable improvement in the
t Art

al B
Assoclation (BBAA), on Cranbrook just
north of 14 Mile, Is matched by interjor re-
novatlons as well,

The art assoclation received a 350,000
challenge grant fram the Kresga Founda-
tlon last fall and responded by raising more
than $115,000 through a fund drive headed
by Criss Goad.

Exterlor work includea the new drive-
way, walks, parking lot, installatlon of addl-
tlonal lighting and the land.mnplng which Is
nearly complete,

Interior improvements start with newly
redecorated office area and contlnue Into
the main gallery and classrooms. Work s

atill under way on the new floor and wall -

carpetlog In the maln gallery.

A complete pllery kitchen i3 near com-
pletion, and wark continttes on windows and
floors In the classrooms,

The first show in the new gallery will be
the Detrolt Soclety of Women Palnters and
Sculptors and tha Birmingham Sculplors
Guild, Saturday, June 18, to Saturday, July
g

KEN GROSS, executive directar of lhe
art assoclation, sald, “I was present wh

" the first nnavauon occurred In 1978 whm .

we added Lhe two classroom buildings, Now
it's u!cr. more bunulul and more funce

Vlcwr Klaln. ptnldm! of Ihc BBAA
board, sald 'We nunlly’h‘avo A.proper loag.
B

range plan for the future.”

He sald Lhat these latest Improvements
were designed with that long-range plan
clearly In mind, and Gross added the plan
calls for a five-year progression of related
improvements.

The plan, the appilcation for the Kresga
grant, the recelpt of the grant, the success-
ful fund-ralsing campalgn and the actual
Improvements all hﬂppcned 30 quickly that
even the key pecgea stlll occaslonally lhlka
their heads

sald, llﬂwexlllnlhl.ltypeol
mairacle work, “There's a great spirit [n this
place and that's what's exciting about it.
And this was accomplished at a time when
the whola economy was depreased,”

Qross sald a lot of the action started
when arch Leo G. Shea of
came on tha board.

“As a responsible prvlen]ml he noted
there were problems here with outside
lghting, the stalrway and other safety vio-
1ations,” Gross said.

Officers and board declded to use the
1932 25th anniversary celebration as a way
to launch a drive for funds for Improve-
ments on Shea's atrong recommendation.

Klein said, “All the factors came together
at the right tima — the 35th anniv
Ken Gross, a mature staff, the plan and un
enthusiastic fund-ralser,

THE IMPROVEMENTS In ihoclntnom

improvements Include

: t there. The
lnahlhilm of alnks and windows along with
callings.

Improved floors and
A .

Goad sald, “The only thing we felt we
wanted to do that we can't do now Is alr
condltionlng.”

However, that's part of the master plan,
and provisions are belng made for that in in
the current Improvements.

Rosemary Squires, chalrman of the anni-
versary celebration, sald, "I feet vislbllity
in the community Ia very important to the
ability to ralse funds, and we werc quits vis-
theubecam of the 25th anniveraary cele.

ration,”

Goad sald tho fund ralsing becamo al-

most a family affair for her. Daughter Lin.
da did the graphics for the muancry used
for the letters.

Goad’s mother, Hortense Adams, also a
BBAA student, wrote to her fellow BBAA
founders for help aa well as many friends.

And although Goad handied corporata so-

licitations herseld, and she and Gross gave a |

program for service club groups whenover
possible, she said, *We declded to work with

people we knh::. Ihad a Nwh;e ﬁmt
worked. We 100 percent elpation
from the staff, 100 percent from the board,
and §0 percent from the faculty.

The campaign started in September and
came 10 2 successful completion on March
15

What pleases all concerned with the reno-
vntlm program s that it benefits sveryone

with the ‘art assoclation, staff,
uculty. atudents, exhibitors and vnluntoen
— even those who drive past will sense the
apirit of communilty that blosoms thers as
readily as the pew mp ol nuwnrlng trees
and shrubs,
»

noumlry Squires (right} and 'Criss
Goad pauss from their constantround ot -

Art Assoclation-otiented activities to en-
: mth-updnuacfﬂoum o .o

Ken Gross (right) and Victor Kiein mat .
In the malin gatlery eariler this month to

see the progress of the work, which Is
nou eomplctl.
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