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‘There was a lot of feedback that we
know did some good on a program we
had on adoption and foster care. We
know we provide a support system to
help people weather their storms.”.

- Tom Call

‘Savvy approach’wins

2 educational awards

By Loralne McClish
staff wrlter

Henderson and Call are their own
ters, rescarch-

“Family Forum,” the hour-long ra-
dlo talk show put together by two
Farmlington Public School teachers,
bas won two educational awards.

The awards were won by Myrna
Henderson and Tom Call lesa than 18
months afler the two began communi-
cating with parents about thelr chil-
dren through radlo.

Thls spring they were given the
School Bell Award for best educational

through an
media. The award was glven with a
comment that described the program
as “a savvy approach to reach par-
enls.”

On the heels of this came the E. Dale
Kennedy award from Michigan Educa-
“tion lilon. aiv;’n each yurdlo et

‘courage well planned, year-round pu
g:.m“ ""'}i“"u.““ ca the .“é"ui‘ou""m“ﬁ
tween ®
spublic. BNV

By

en. seekers of
guests and on-the-alr hosts who are
heard from 10-11 p.m. every Sunday on
WXYZRadlo, |

THE FAMILY Forum format has a
double purpose.

Professionals can speak to a mass

audlence reachlng many they would
never reach [n thefr private yractlce.
Small workshops, semlnars or lects
can be ;ivcn to groups with a lpeclnl
interes

Nﬂher. Henderson says, “By calling
in to a radlo talk show the caller who
might be Inhibited from volcing his
pmb!zm at a PTA meeting, feels free

to spcll out that problem unenymnuly

“Hopefully along the way we've
reached another who may have that
same problem that can be helped by
‘our guest of

Tho gueats are the professionals who

hlv-rpokenon-nnmberof pu:‘.

Ve N

from “Bed Wetting” to “Growing Up in
a Nuclear World"

“'And we'll pever run dry," Call sald.
“Thre (s always an lssue, always a
problem, always room for help to be
« glven in a multitude of areas.”

Something else that has never run
dry i the list of professionals the co-
hosts can call on.

*“Fhat’s always been a surprise to us.
We tape live at 10 pm. and with that
time slot we expected some refusals.
But no one, not a one we asked as a
guest has over sald no. We even had
one drive from East Lansing to be on
the program on a Sunday night,” Hen-
derson said,

NOT TOO LONG after Family Fo- .
rum went on the air, Call and Hender-
son had to find & third party to screen
the phooe calls coming In because the

dxceeding the tithe al-
)nnd for ull the qn:lum to bo an-

“Al 3000 23 We Amwunoo the (phone)

Myrna Henderson and Tom Calj,

number now all five lnes light up,”
Calisald.

In addition to knowing they are doing
the job they set out to do In dispensing
professional advice and information,
there have been a few bonuses along
the way.

Callers will call back to say thanks.
Callers wiil relate thelr own experienc-
s in a partlcular child-parent problem
to help another caller with the same
problem. The co-hosts are in 2 posillun
to act as a referral service.

“There was a lot of fecdback that we
know dld some good on a program we
bad on adoption and foster care,” Call
sald. “We know we provide a support
system -to help people weather their
storms, When someone calls and eays,
‘try this' that's lnoﬂm’ link In the net-
wcrk. .

One.of tho most recent benum was
securing & $5,000 grant from the Gan-
ne; med-llom The money vm be

aroa ae Farmington Public 8chool

known in this
are

used to send youlh from Farmington

Chapter, Mlchigan Assoctation for Chil-
dren with Learning Disabllities, to
summer camp this year.

‘THE GRANT was witten by Hender-
son, who had never written a grant pro-
posal befare, But then, neither she nor
Call had any previous experjence in ra.
dio when they sold the ldea of Family
Forum to Detroit-based WCAR-AM ra-
dlo for §ts flrat § weeks.

That venture was financed in part by
themselves, and in part by Farmington
A and

Education Association.

Before the 3 wecks were gone, the
two ‘were contacted by WCZY-FM and
offered the one hour per week publle
serviceslot, ReY
- “Now wo don't even havo'a conl.rad.
Nobody asks what topic we're going 1o
be talking about next week and we've
ullmd on wm ;;nuy un:lllva Iatuu,

knuwn from Ontnrlo to Ohio as l:o-holll o! the
Ing radio talk-stiow, Family Forum.

B

Tough Love, Teen Sexuality, We just
Iy on our own now,” Call said.

Cali admits that belng obligated to
every Sunday night on the alr has on
occaslon gotten a little oppressive, but
only during mld-week.

“When Sunday night does come it
isn't long before the juices start to flow
and we're off again on a real high be-
cause we know we're doing something
important,” he said.

Neilher recelves any wages for their
work in Famlly Forum, .

“'We're both parenis and know what
a hard job that is,* Henderson sald.
“"We know that all parents need all the
help they can get.”  »

Henderson is motber to four ywng
adults; Cali 1a father to two,

Roth are speech pathologlsta. She d.
vides her time between Longacre Ele-

mentary School, Farmington High
Behool and Our Lady of Sorrows Ele.
‘mentary School. He worka wlu: ::hll-
dm In Cloverdale, ‘

Rabbl says youngsters should be taught about death

l Bherry Kahan
luﬂ writer

\

HEN IT COMES to death,

children are the forgotten ,

population, said Rahbl

Earl Grollman in a-talk

1ast week at 5t. Edith Church In Livo~
nia. An author of several books on
. death and bereavement, Grollman em-
. phasized again and agaln that children

suppon Services, which Is based in 5

+ Westland and which alds persons who
- wish to die at home,

i *When we deal with death with chll-

' dren, we don't listen to them,” he cone

explain to them, but we are not tuned
in to where they are.”

He said that research at Harvard has
revealed that 44 percent of the time, &
H r.hl,ldl will h;;cll;“l'nw hél homla n;x_iﬂ:cc
{ people w g and people 2,
| and 1o one will zay his molhrer bas
o his father has dled .

He added that adulis say, “F ‘can't
bandle this. How can my poot child un-
derstand what ia golog on?”

¢ THIS FEELING of the lal u!d thc
| bcuu- was exhibited by teachers in

1 high school In Wayland, Mass., at which
! thera had been an unusual number of
deaths, the most recent being a phyal-
1 eal education teacher, Grollman, who

m lnmul Gmt ScH"ly Jnnkptannlphmwlnmlnum
“takes on Detroit Sclence Center . of the 'four contests. Other prives ine
R umday..lnlyt.?mmmh " clude. kltes from. ihe.Upique. Place In,
‘start with* ", Oak ind (he Sy
pee. Center, and

talked to after a death in tha

tinued, “We talk to them, we want lo.

‘If they want to cry, fet
them cry. You can cry,
too. That's how
children learn, when
you cry in their
presence. What
children need most of
this time Is to be held
and touched.’ ’

— Rabbl Earl Groliman

He wantad to speak about death with
children [n the program, so he contact-
ed ll::iprladpnl to ask to have students

pa

After indleating he didn't think uy-
one would be Interested, the principal
guessed that “maybe five kida® would
want to go. About 280 turped up.

“Thoy needed to talk; they wanted to
talk,” sald the speaker, who welcomes
the fact that death is coming out of the
closet. .

BY THE TIME Grollman gave his
evening talk about death and

. Mvuluheuldohlmaylnl.lvo-

nia. It bad started a! t far
the clergy held at Seboo'(cnlz Colkgu
at which bz discussed L

a1t was lol]cr:ﬂed by. gy
workshop on various aspecis
beldatst.mlhudlpmmdbyﬂw
‘Services..Theresa .

has seen about 18,000 deaths on TV —
Killings, murdera and 9" the
nbbl sald, “But they don't see death as

process, and that once it Is completed
ln mms aof the funeral, the pa%nconﬂn-

ues,

To'a amall child death I mmlhle
be sald. Bang, bang. You're dead, hut
you're really not dead.

*They’re confused. They go to the {u-
nenl. They don’t understand why some

mmayln; ey wonder why dirt

belng thrown on the casket when
muvdpl may want to come out,” Groli-
man said. “At about the ago of 10 they
%mhﬂd the law of death governs us

Older children think they are Immor-
tal. A teen group opce told him that be-

eanse of technological advances, “we
will never die; wo'll become pionte.”

GROLLMAN SAID be believes thlt
be educativn

Hlrector o he "taia that
attending wers peopls from Indlana;:’
Ohln.w“lrm Portl{mlndﬁpun.

aywupaml.llb.

KITES MAY bo any shape or style,
mthﬂuhnofulwmhﬂnpltdb

he had uld that parents should call
thelr chlld’s school after a death be-
cause ou:crwmu: “teachers have no un-

has bappened.”

Physiclans also have trouble with
death, he sald, “Death means their own
failure;” Lhey feel responsible. -

Pbysiclans, teachers, parents and the
world in general would help.children
considerably, in his opinlon, if they
used proper terminology for death.

“The word most frequently .used in
hospitals Is expired,” he said. Otliefs
say the person haa gone to sleep, mak-
ing chlldren afrald to go to bed at
nf

"i'ne reason grandma died was be
cause she was old and sick" s another
explanatlon.-All of us are old as far as
children are coacerned, Groliman said,

-and children may get frightened i
those they love become ill.

“When speaking to children make a
line of demarcation between a henign
mmd and a lifo-threatening one,”

To say that God took the person bo-
cause Ho loved him, could set up wors
ries with the child who may believe
God loves him too. To say the person

away or went on a long journ: hlly
also 18 puzzling. Passing is what cl
dren do at scheol, And why Is everyono
crying if ha Is only golog on a trip?

E FUNERAL directors have a
rwm called a slumber room, be sald.
Grollman would prefer the Hebréw -
word used, Shalom mm. That means
bello, goodhyeor

“Say they died,* Be sald, “Let them
know: Lhera is paln. Help the child by
telling him be may have different feel- |
Ings, lnd It's OK.*

Children often can feel gullt after a
death, thinking It waa something they
sald, did or even thought that caused
the death. . ]

“Most chldren felt responsibllity for
_ Kemedy's death,” Groliman sald. ‘It

workshops cm-y 'Nuday and Thurs-

day during June and .Iu]y for thoss who

wish to makehelr own kites and learn

miore about the aerodynamics of kiting.
- Call 877-8400 " for lu!omu!lou on

. workshops or the contest.

mmy atterbooa.:
4.,“:,5"‘::*& “-’"&::.%.":;
al am. Y.
d Bunday oply, * 3/.

dom't make sense, but It docsn't have

Hu mentioned a case in which a son,

- many years after the death of his sfs-

ter, told his mother he thought ke had
killed ber becouse of his jealous
thoughts.

Grollman would have parents Intro-*
duce toples to the child to encourage
discussion, saying that some pecple
«think their thoughts might be responsi-
bte for the death, but that's not true, Or
Ietting the chlld know it is all right lo
be angry or upset.

CHILDREN ARE upsct by death, he
sald. Many regress and wet the bed or
do poorly in school. One study showed
that of 60 Young children who experi-
enced the death of someone slgnificant
to them, 70 had grades that went down.
They also. have more Ilinesses, and
some hit others becausa they feel hurt.

“If they want to cry, let them cry,”
he sald. “You can cry too. That's how
chitdren learn, when you cry in thelr
presence. What children need most at
thia time i3 to be held and touched.”

Grollman, who counsels children
who bave a death in the family, sald, *I
help chlldren say goodbye. Chitdren are
old enough to say goodbye. They have
the right to say goodbye.”

They understand  thelr Inclusion
more than their exclusion, he sald in
reference to his bellef chlldren should
be allowed to-attend the funeral, The
the funeral dircctor and. minister can
come out and explain what happens, or
the parent can cxplain. (A funeral di-
rector in the audience mentloned that
children are allowed (o vislt the funer-
al home before a funcrat to help re-
move the mystery from it.)

Let them know they can go to the
funeral {f they want to, he sald,

“In my congregation children over 5
go to the funeral. They bring members
of thelr own age group for support,”
said Grollman, who recommended sit-
ting on the floor at thelr level when
talking to the young,

Children can handle It, in his opinlon.
They need to be part of things, Let
them answer the door and bring In the
flowers and be part of the family.

: Tltle 5h‘6fdéi‘ to t:rdﬁ ! |

1983’s Miss Charm

" Melanié Churells, who won the title
of Miss Farmington in 1930 and the
title of America’s Misy'Charm in 19832,
_ill pelinquiah that tle Baturday, July

9,10 Wi
nxyu geant festivi.-
ties, 177 contéatants from B 46 states eilt

. rbnvylng !orummrmutfoml Utten

on several age levels, *
mamwo«m mun.mbm "

Qunll.l of Farmington, Melanl
-matmmmsuutmmﬂ

i

" 1

" ty this fall, where ahe is pumllnl
- gree in communications, with emphnll
. I.n business and mm!al Ibealu'

d!-

.\ J

During ber ceigs 4s Miss Charm, sk

nedvedal:qtnlhuilyol LuVelu.
ormed at b homes and S
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nta and studled in New al
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. pageanta and studled In Now York

o will  ~ form during pageant night, and crown

‘s Nilks Chatea for 1088035 14,
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