Junkyard dog!

Eletcher realizes goal, steps in as Jays’
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They call him a junk-yard dog, a
rivgrboat gambler, He's to SouthHeld
High' School athletica what Bruce
Jeaner was to track and field; be's done
a little bit of everything,

He's Cal Fletcher and he's finally
golng Lo get the chance to do what he'’s
wanted to do for a loog time — be a
head footbal coach.

Fletcher has been named by athletic
director Fred Goldberg as the new
head footbal} coach at Southfield High
School. He replaces John Finlayson,
who resigned after having been a Toot-
ball coach at Southfield for 20 years,
the last 10 24 the bead man.

Fletcher bas been & coach of one
sport or another at Southfleld since
1989. He coached with and under Fin.
layson for 12 of those years. He has
coached baseball (from 1976-1979) and
has been the head wrestling coach for
elght years. In 1978, Fletcher had the
dublous honor of coachlng baseball,
football and wrestllng in the same

Unseeded

By Brad Emons
statf writer

Maurice Hunter was fighting mad.

Clalming he was alighted by tourna-
ment organizers, the ex-Detrolter re-
turned bome from Hollywood, Calil. to
win the Siiver’s & Buddy’s Invitational
Tennis Tournament, Sunday at the
troit Tennts and Squash Club In Farm-
lngton.

When the draw was announced,
Hunter was not listed among the top
cight sceds in the tournament, which
attracted players ranked as high aa No,
59 [n the world by the ATP computer.

But Hunter took out Bollvla's Mario
Martinez, No. 1 seed, in the semlfinals
on Sunday morning, 0-8, 7-6, 6-1, and
came back in the alternoon to beat No.
6 Rick Fagel of Mlaml, Fla., for the
champlonship, 6-3, 64, Hunter's flnal
two opponents were rated No. 59 and

, Tesp by the ATP {Assocl,
tion of Tennls Professionals).

*1 should have been seeded No. 1,7
sald Hunter, who plcked up a $4,000
check. *That'a a lousy, bum deal for a
defending champ. I've won my fair
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year.

BUT HIS DREAM has always been
to have his own football program,

“Football has always been my love,”
sald Fletcher, "I think it's every
coach’s dream to be a head footbail
coach. I certalnly didn’t plan on it, The
opporiunity came up and it's a tremen-
dous opportualty for me.

“One of the things John (Finlayson)
told me was not to mlss your kids whila
they are growing up. So 1 thought long
and hard about this job. But, let’s face
it, I'm 40 years old, This may be the
last chance I get at a head coaching
Job. If I didn't take It, T would be think.
ing about it for a long, long tlme,

Fletcher sald he planned on‘staying
on as head wrestling coach, *We'll just
see how long I can keep my sanlty,” he
added.

To plck his stalf, Fleteher has looked
no farther than the halls of Southleld
High. Varalty basketball coach Greg
Sliwka will be the defensive coorgina-
tor and handle the ends and lincback-
ers. Pete Mazzara, a former Southtield

share ngalnat a lot of thesa guys.”

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR Chuck
Karabell said he could not sympathize
with the winner.

“Last year we seeded Maurice No. 3
and Mike Leach, from Michigan, the
NCAA ¢hamp, No. 2,” explained Kara-
bell. “Maurice sald he had more points
so I called the ATP in Dallas and
changed it to No. 2, .

“l went by ATP polats again thiz
year and there's not a single person
who can erliclze it. Mauriee can't have
it both ways. He’s totally out of line the
way it was seeded in light of what hap-
pencd last year.,”

As for the final match, Hunter at.
tacked F'agel’s backband to score a rel-
allvely easy win, *

“I-set my game up according to the
best way 1 can play,” Hunter sald.
“There were some close polnts I got at
the right time. He (Fagel) ls exceptlon-
al on clay so 1 had to get in on the net,

ause I'm not as efficient on the
:muﬂme. 1 think I played my best in the
inol.”

IN THE OTHER semlifinal, Fagel

assistant, will oversee the offensive
and defenslvo lnes.

TOM ESCHMAN, whom Fletcher
hails as the best track coach In the re-
glop, . will head up the junlor varsity
football- team. He wlll be asslted by
Gary Lutze. Mark Pajot will coach the
{reshman team. John Broome will as-
sist him.

How much will next year's South-
field football team differ from Finlay-
son's teams? In some ways quite a blt,
but in other ways not at all, Fietcher
sald.

- *There will be some slmilar phlloso-
phies, obvlously. I coached with and un-
der John for 10 ycars. [ learned a lot
{from him. Wo both belleve in solid de-
fensive football. John was a great de-
{enstve coach. His saylng was ‘If a
team doesn't score agalnst us, the least
we cando ls tle, ” Fletcher sald.

Where the Fletchercoached team
will differ s In its approach to offense,

“At Southffeld High I see an overa-
bundance of speed,” Fletcher said. *We
have to utillze that speed to our advan.

downed Derck Tarr of South Africa, 3-
6,6-1,6-3.

“After my match with Derek I felt
slugglsh and tight,” Fagel said. “It
seemed like I was a half-step slower.”

Hunter, meanwhile, was tested early
as No. 8 Gabriel Mattus and Luding.
ton's Luke Jensen, a 17-year-old who
serves with both hands, extended the
25-year-old Catlfornlan to three sets. In
the third round, Hunter edged Aus-
tralltan David Carter, seeded third, 4-6,
6-4,7-6,

Grosse Pointe’s Aaron Krickstein,
who at 15 Is considered the top juntor
player In the US,, was eliminated by

tage. 1 see us throwlng the ball more,
running the option more, openlng up
tho offense more. We aro golng to be
excitlng to watch.”

Before he can do all of that, Fletcher
has to remove one major stumbling
block. “We'va got to find some big line-
men. We've got to fInd some people
who can open.up some holes for all our
scooters,” he said. '

That may not be too easy.

“Southfleld is nated for belng small
and quick. As long aa I can remember
we've been on the small size. We've had
good teams, but we've been small and
fast,” he said.

FLETCHER HOPES TO remedy hls
slze problems with a lesson normally
reserved for hls wrestling team: a
welght-tralning program. Fletcher is
having his players participate in a
thrice-weekly welght-lfting camp be-
glnning June 27, which will preceed the
openlng of regular spring football
camp on Aug. 15.

“I'am a firm bellever in weight
training. I stress welghts and I stress

Carter In the sccond round, 8-2, 5.7, 6-2,

Another top junior, 18-year-old Ed
Nagel of West Bloomfleld, retireq In
the second round. An ankle Injury pre-
vented him from playlng the seednd set
after losing the flrst, 6-2.

HUNTER plans to play as many U.S.
Grand Prix lournaments as he can this
summer in the Unlted States, but he
doesn't know 1 he can make a total
commitment to the game.

“It’s very cutthroat, very competi~
tive at the top,” he sald. “Guys MNke
{John} McEnroc are killers, That's why
they make it. They're the toughest of
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football boss

strength,” he sald.

H one thing can be said about Fletch-
er with 100 percent certalnty, It's that
be I3 an optimis

“Oh, yes, I'm optimistic. I think we'll
win every game. No, anyone who
knows anything about high school foot.
ball knows that the Southeastern Michi-
gan Associatlon is not a real weak
league, We've got a tough road to trav-
¢]," hesald.

*But I'm ready to take the team.
When you coach for John, he prepares
you for this. When you coach under
John, you're not just a name. He uli-
Ilzes your talents as a ccach. You're not
Just a puppet. I feel I'm ready to take
over and John has brought me along to
this point,” Fletcher sald.

Fletcher- will take over a team that
went 4-5 last season, There wilt be two
starters returning off that team and 14
returnlng leltermen.sHe has told his
team that thelr are 11 positions open on
offense and 11 open on defense. .

“Basically,” Fletcher sald,
starting from scratch.”

“I'm

defending champ gets revenge in net tourney

tough.

"It 1 really wanted it, I'd have no
problems getting Into the top 20. My
godfather is BIll Coshy and I'm testlng
waters right now in the entertalnment
;gmmunlly. Some modeling jobs, may-

Hunter said that without the help of
natlonally known sports agents, it's al-
most Impossible to break Into major
tournaments without qualifying.

“I've had a lot of walls to break down
because of my tennls * he

Cal Fletcher
new Southfield boss

Hunter also took a mild swipe at
Krickstein.

DURING HIS semifinal match with
Martinez, Hunter became enraged with
a linesman’s ca)l as Livonia's Dean
Snyder sat §n the umplre's chalr, i

“I was umplring on court No.2and 1.
had to come over,” explalncd Karabell. |
“1 told Dean ‘whatever you say In it.’
There was an uncalled for interruption »
of play. Maurice and T had a very inter- |

said. “I don't have Don Dell behind me
like Kricksteln and {Jimmy) Arias. T
don't get wlld cards so I sulfer,”

cating after the mateh.*

The tournament, free to the publlc, *

drew almost 2,500 fans on Saturday
and Sunday, .

Cosmos, Netics win state soccer cup titles

The Bonanza Mich Cosmos

thelr first goal of the season Saturday with a cham.
plonship at the state cup tournament in a 6-4 victo-
ry over a stubborn Carpathia Kicker team at

Schooleraft College In Livonta.

thia, — a Warren-based team — was the
only squad to score on the tough Cosmo defense
during cup play. The Cosmos led 4-1 midway
through the second half, but let up Its attack under
the B8-degrec, mid-aflernoon sun. As they did, Car-
pathla came storming back to tie the game at 4-4.
The Bonanza champs quickly regrou,
scored twice In rapld order. They shut out their

"Andy

goal and one assist.
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for the balance of the game.

Rama scored two goals and assisted on
three others, while Adam Cermak scored three
goals and assisted on one. Chris Wiegel had one

All the scoring was accomplished through ag-
gressive midileld play from Doug May, Jeif
Howell, Dennls Patchett, Brett Murphy, Mait
Banks, Mark Flowers and Craig Clecone.

Backs, who did not allow a goal until the flaal
game, were Chris Gembls, Matt Lotarski, Steve
Moran, Bob Guldberg and Blll Buerger. Pat Stocker
played the entlre game In goal.

The Cosmos, in addition to the Waterloo Invita-
tional this weekend In Canada, will play in the
Schoolcraft Welverine 4 during the July 4th week-
end. They also will participate July 15-17 in

Omaha, Neb,, in the U.S, Reglona) Finats.
The Cosmos sport a 14-2-1 record.

TROY NETICS won the State Cup In the girls'

under 14 division with a 3-2 victory over the Livo-

1

nla Spartans.

Tha Netics, 8-0-3 this year and 30-3-4 during the
past four seasons, advance to the Midwest Regional
at Omaha, Neb. in July,

The Netica scored their first and third goals off
corner kicks from Cindy Wass, Michelle House con-
verted the first for a goal and Kim Mason booted in
the third acore, Wass acored a goal on a breakaway
to-help the Netlcs win the cup.

In the four years the Netics have played togeth.
er, they’'ve ruled their divislen in the Bonanza Ex.

press Soceer League.
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Pick up your special family
discount coupons at any Tri-
County Dodge dealer tbday...
and see exciting Detroit
Express professional soccer
action at the Silverdome. With
these coupans, a family of four
can see our defending ASL
Champs for only $10.00. (Dealer
has details for families of af
sizes!) No purchase necessary.

two

* Don’ miss \he oxcilement Saturday,
June 25, 7:30 p.m. at the Pontiac
Sliverdame, when the Detroit Express
take on he Carolina Lightnin'. For
tickot information call 355-4170.

Dodge dealers and the Express —

reat teams
heading for a
winning season!

Anothar star in the Dodge linaup:
Dodlge 400 rtible. The
excitomont of fronlwheel-
driving...the fun of top-down -
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