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Musical revue doesn’t sparkle

review .

Where were the more knowledgeable
members of the troupe? This basic
flaw should have been n:cognlr.ed_.lnd

By Debl Barssmian
Tom spacial writor
. Spotlight Players' productlon of
Panzenhagen Musical Rovue,” presented
Thursday-Saturday at the John Glenn
“Plan 9 From Outer Space" (1056), h High School cafeleria In Wayne, was in-
4 a.m. Saturday on Ch. 7. Originally A ‘\IVHAT Eidl'l' lw?lzrrt:gv]as tended to offer less e: enced mem-
78 minutes. ratings guido to bera of the group an oppertunity to dl-
Touted far and wide as the worst . rect amall seenes and musical numbers
flim of all time, “Plan 9" actually is Bad. . .. ... vee o 81 grom shows.
one of the funniest fiims you'll ever sec Fatr. . . . §2 The Iden was that as & result of thls
— unintentionally funny, to be sure, but Good. .., ....... $3 valuable experience, these members
funny all the same, Veteran vampire Excellgnt . . . . . L., 34 would ba able to take on larger respon-
sibillties in the future.

Bela Lugosl dled during filmlng and
was replaced by the producer’s dentist.
From thelr performances you'd think
all the actors In this fllm are dentists.
You won't believe the sets, costumes or
the plot, which concerns grave robbers
from outer space. But stay up late, or
program {he VCR, and you won't be
disappointed.
Rating: $3.50.

“ljere Came the Nelsons" (1852),
11:30 a.m. Sunday on Ch. 50. Origi-
nally 76 minutes.

Oztle, Harriet, David and the Ir-
repressible Ricky co-star in a dated but
amusing film that flads the Nelsons
Joining a rodeo and folling the schemes
ot a band of half-witted gangsters,
Eleven-year-old Rick was still a few
pimples shy of puberty In 1952, but a
26-year-old Rock Hudson is on hand to
provide the sighs. Ozzie and Harriet
had already achieved radio stardom by
this time, but their series was just mak-
ing the transition to flim and TV. Jim
Backus co-stars.

Rating: $2.75.

*The Time Machine™ (1960}, 4 pn.
Sunday on Ch. 50. Originally 103
minutes.

George Pa), a Hungarian-born pup-
peteer, brought a unique blend of In-
ventiveness and technleal wizardry (o
Hollywood and, In the sci-fi crazed '50s,
direeted such singular films as “Desil-
nation Moon,” “When Worlds Collide™
and "“The War of the Worlds.” “Time

Machine," on the other hand, although

“The ntent was good, but its execu-

frequently compelling and scary, does  tion was something less than that. In

not expand {as Pal's earller flims do)
on hackneyed scl-fl themes ~ in this
case, time travel. That makes “Time

all honesty, It was like sitting through
Cousln Edna‘s dance recltal.
Don't misunderstand. 1 applaud the

Machine” a rather ordinary flim. Rod  Spotlight Players and Its willingness to

Taylor and Yvette Mimieux co-star.
Rating: $2.60.

SONNY DAZE: “Tall Story,” a 1560
film starring Jane Fonda and An-
thony Perkins, was given only a
$2.40 rating in this space last week,
but what Channe! 50 and Sonny Eli-
ot did to it shouldn't happen to a dog
of a fitm. Even though the 1 o'clock
movie fills a 1wo-hour time slot, the
9l-minute comedy was cut merct-
lessly. Midway through the film, a
key scquence in which Perkins re-
cetves a bribe to throw a basketball
game was cut. Everything thereaft-
er made little sense. Why the cut?
So Sonny would have more time for
phaone calls, of course.

Film fans would prefer that mov.

groom and teach newcomers. Attltudes
such as these will ensure that commu-
nlty theater contlnues to flourish. After
all, the Cousin Ednas of today may well
be the quallty directors of tomorrow.
THERE ARE, however, fundamental
requisltes of good theater. One of these
{3 pacing. This production lagged from
the opening number through the finale,

This was a sorry characteristic. Had
the paclng between numbers been
more quick and precise and the energy
level of the entire cast been more cle-
valed, the evening would have been
thoroughly entertalnlng.

1 must questlon the decision to pres-
ent this revue in cabaret style. It was
much too difficult for the performers
to enter and exit the free-standlng
stage. The time that clapsed between
each scene was simply toe long.

In @ more positlve veln, compliments
go to Gail Susan Mack and Carl Len
hotf for the conception and organiza-
tion of the musical revue. Their selec-
tions and ptanning made for what could
have been pleasurable theater.

wonderful. Mary Jo Cobello’s choreog-
raphy was startling and truly exciting.
Bob Weibel can be congratulated for
his direction of the musical number
~Money, Money.” Dawn Cooper and Art
Mahoney dlsplayed encrgy and enthusi-
asm and were really entertalning.

‘JOHN EASTMAN’S blocking of the
“Klss Me Kate™ scene was Intelligent
and effective. Gall Susan Mack and
Kevin Toltls were very good as Kate
and Petruchlo.

Hats off to Carla Lenhoff and Helen
DeJiulio. Both were newcomera to the
art of direction and their work Indicat-
ed talent and potentinl, Lenhoff, partic-
uwlarly for her *Music Man" scene, and
DeJiulio for her work with children in
*Hard Knock Life" and *I' Won't Grow

p.
- Lightlng was functional. It was not

very lmaglnative and did nothlng to en-

hance the evening’s cnlertalnment. .

That Is understandable if the Spotlight
Players thought its creation should be a
low-budget experiment. In a classic
musical revue, however, lighting would

by to the sensa-

And there were
The “West Side Story Rumble™ was

Teen works to join

By Loufse Okrutaky
staf! writer

It scems like a dream out of the
Mickey Rooney-Judy Garland musicals
of the 1940s — a determined young

ies never be cut for TV. Assuming man wants to sing and dance his way

that's an unreachable dream, for
reasons of time and censorship, at

around the world.
At age 18, Jim DeClerck Is doing

the very least TV stations can take more than dly nursing a dream once
care not 1o cut the meat out of seenon the sllver screen.

notion pictures. And Channel 50
should toke care to realize that
viewers tune in to its 1 o'clock mov-
ie te see a movie, not to hear the
spuriously sunny Sonny Eliot.

Comedy-drama

continues

“Do You Know the Ibo,” a new come-
dy-drama by Detroit playwright Hal
It { X

premiere engagement at the Detroit
Institute of Arts prior to its national
tour.

Four performances are given each
week, al 8 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays
and 6:3¢ p.m. Sundays, through July 10
in the art institute auditorlum.

Tickets at $8 may be purchased
through the muscum ticket office and
at the door. For ticket fres-

at DIA

Calanni, director of “Dead R "iger,” Ed-
ward Albee’s “Zoo Story* at the Attle
Theatre and “The Subjet Was Roses";
and Mary Bremer, veteren of the
Fourth Street Playhouse and the Unj-
verslty of Detroit’s “The Theatre.

Supporting are Rachael and Leah
Ankeny, Jim Roggenbeck, Linda Hill,
Peggy Thorp, Edward Thorp, Charles
McGraw and Augustus Willlamson, all
upstaged by Buck, an Old Epglish
sheep dog, .

best-k

ervations and group rates, call the mu-
seum ticket office at 832.2730 from
9:30 2.m. to 5 p.m. seven days a week,

Focusing on one family and its im-
mediate eommunity, this new work ex-
amines the dilemma family members
face when a loved one lives longer than
expected — paralleling Ibo life-rituals
of Nigerla, West Alrica.

LEADING THE cast is Detroit ac-
tress Evelyn Orbach, who also starred
[n Youngblood's "Dead Ringer” and last
year's *The Subject Was Roses™ at the
Musle Hall.

Other principals Include Nicholas

Y as producer
of J.P. McCarthy's radio and TV shows,
has written widely for local and natlon-
al television, He describes this latest
clfort as *our chance to eavesdrop, to
share the joy, the tender memorles, the
anguish and the loving of a family we
come fo recognize as our own, caught
by the passage of time between reality
and a fragtle heartbeat.”

Gary Andrews, star of three carller
Youngbloed productions, makes his
directorial debut with *Ibo.” Sets were
designed by Wayne State University
Hilberry Theatre’s Russell Smith and
lightlng by the art Institute's A, Nor-
man Hamtln,

Already accepted as a touring mem-
ber of the Up With People muslcal en-
semble, the Rochester-area resident js
hard at work carning the $5300 to
meet the tuition.

By sciling flowers on weekends, con-
dueilng bowlathons and washlng cars,
the Avondale High School scnlor has
whittled his latest goal to $2,500. He
needs to raise the cash before reporting
for a four-week tratning sesslon In Tue-
son, Ariz. 4

DeClerck’s share of the money will
cover half of his room and board, and
travel expenses for 10 months of tour-
ing thraugh the Uniied States and Eu-

tion and glamour of the production.

Up With People

ter Just Lke those plucky

rope. The of his
will be pald through Up wlith People
granis.

“THEY HAVE 5o much encrgy,” De-
Clerck sald about the Up With People
members. “They're 80 enthuslastic
about the program. They want to talk
to people. The group has kids from all
different countries.”

After seelng the group perform twice
— and after tnterviewing for it follow-
ing both concerts — DeClerck is enthu-
slastic about the show he'll help pres-
ent durlng the coming year.

“I just thought they were a great
group,” he sald.

Last year, interviewers for the group
told him he was, as a high schoot jun-
lor, too young to particlpate. Group
members must be between 18 and 26
yearsold,

“They say that If they accept people
before thelr senior year, they some-
ll:&u change thelr minds,” DeClerck
said.

TIME DIDN'T alter DeClerck’s de-

young people in the Andy Hardy mov-
Ies, he tried one more time to follow his
dream.

This year, he was accepted after
belng Interviewed followlng the group's
performance at Troy Athens High
School.

As a followup to the interview, he
sent a tape-recording of his singing
abllity.

Tho admlsslons interviews don't con-
centrale on musical abllity, Instead,
they're designed to gauge an appli-
cant’s abillty to communicate with oth-
ers and function in a social setting.

QOn tour, those soctal skills will be
erucial since Up With People members
stay wlth host famllles.

WHILE WITH their hosts, Up With
People members are expected to func-
tion as part of the famlity, dolng the
same things as the athers, according ta

lerck.

‘The youngest In his family, DeClerck
Is recelving fund-raising help from hls

HAPPY HOUR 3-8 Mon.-Fri.
*1.00 Drinks - Tues., Men's Night & Wed., Women'’s Night

Entartalnment
Tues,-Sat,

“VIRTUE” -
Sandy & Randy

ONDAY & THURSDAY  , on mergusrires |
@exucan Night s0¢TACOS

Lix Potter served as pianist. Her ac.
companiment was very good, .She
appeared to consider and support!the
sololst as well as provide the musie; .

One area in which the overall por.
formance: suffered was the tempo of
soma of the muslcal numbers, The vo.
calist, at times, lagged behind the pe.
companiment. This might have been
due to the inexperience of sote of the
performers. The use of & drumm
along with the planist might have mades
the vocalist more aware of the tempo, ~

“BROADWAY MUSICAL Re
lacked coheslveness and conslst
There were shinlng moments amig:
tedlousness, The resulling contrast be:s
tween good scenes and bad was too'dp-
parent and too drastic.

Generally the performances rg
quired more energy, enthusiasm and 4+
maore upbeat attltude cxpressed by alf*
concerned. This positive motivatidn,
ml%lht have Improved the pacing“as®
well,

The finale was “There's No Buslniéay”
Like Show Business,” Unfartunately,*
that number is only appropriate If {Re
show works, o

et
et

[N
wm

four brothers and two sisters and {am';'--
1y friends. -
One of those frlends, Jeff Stork, an’
Avon Township flrefighter/dispatchar
who went lo school with some of the;
alder DeClerck chlldren, helped stage a
vecent bowlathon to help ralse money. .
“He's like a little brother to mp,.
more or less,” sald Stork. "
WITH THE help of Auburn Lanes in,
Auburn Heights, DeClerck bowled 172,
games iIn 17 hours on May 20, ralsing,
$1,000 for his trip thanks to pledges,
from npeighbars and business people.
who sponsored him.
Buoyed by the success of ,the
bowlathon, Stork Is helping arganlizg a;
carwash o help his friend raise the re,,
mainder of the dollars needed. Howei
cr, they still need to find a sultable lo;,
cation and event sponsors, .
After using all of his spare time to
raise money, DeClerck will be able io..
bid farewell to free time. He said be
has been told Up With People routinely:
puts in 15- to 17-hour days durlng thelr .
10 months of touring.

5 MILE, LIVONIA
Martiran & Farmingion R,
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NOW APFEARING
WED.-SAT,
SOUNDS, INC.

(G THE

19181 Merriman
LIVONIA

+Steak & Lobster Talt

» Brolled Boston Fresh Scrod
ala Margarita for 2

= Broiled White Fish Aimondine

“lor2
* Voa! Picatta ala Marie Therese

for
» Boef Medalilons de Paris
for2

Mon. - Thurs. Dinner
Spocials « 5-11 p.m.

Inchutas soup or salad, potato, v.poﬂbklbnndlo’vllcr.

» Open Mon.-Sat. 11 a.. ~ 2 a.m. = Closed Sunday

9
At the Bar: .

Greek Si
aysow |Seoek Saganald |

3"
Potato Skins 1

A hearty
Top Sirloin
Stuak and three

.Shrimp sarved
with your choice
P of potato, our

. bountiful salad bar,
- Jaolis & butter,

Golden Brown

s m B * GrlRoom  \ /
T LIKE HOMEMADE Large B:Zl :I”m te open dally 9-9, Sun, 9-5 (
l@@ PASTIES Cer 1 Smaall P « OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
» all Pasty + Banquet Facllities
@% M Q@ & BAKE gl BEE . * Lunchean served dally (,gjﬁ’y?fé‘ﬁcwm,
! ourse) .
@ SHOP 5 Y Livonia . 484-5555

. * Jacuz ® Sy
o Call 31377699800 v 4 reervation,

Marriott All-American . '

Weekend Events-Please Come

. &@wu Dogs, Kielbasa, and

Musical Revve.

2

' C"_!nd%fol"ou: E{erPopn_:lér '-

i .\'1

‘A Arbot Mty
P Mt

Ih Rosd
Ay Atbor, NE4BI03 ;.1

Saturda
14 oz. N.Y. Strip $7°°
Saturday Cocktail Hours 5-9 p.m.

complets
f
0
TUESDAY NIGHT
2 OFF ALL
DRAFT BEER

pa— o CARRY-OUT SERVICE
rr o BANQUET FACILITIES
- Y .
T -g*"* Manda?j’ﬁl?rs?;f ﬁya?r:-H pm.
= L Frid 11am~-12p.m.

CANTONESE

AMERICAN
CUISINE

* COCKTAIL LOUNGE

+ BUSINESSMEN'S
LUNCHEONS

« FAMILY DINNERS

'Sundays & Holidays 12-10 p.m.

8 Feust of fresh pasteies and fruits, hand
L] d ham, traditional breakfast dishes
den (resh salads and luscious desserts!




