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restored city that still lives

Past, present coexist in historic Wzllzamsburg

This s the third in a mru-part
series on restored villages.

WILLIAMSBURG, VA: It is noon ln
Merchants Square. The outdoor cafes,
red with flowers, are busy on both sldes
of Duke of Gloucester Street. Chef
Marcel Desaulniers Is making bla ele.
gant soups in The Trellla Restaurant to
my left, and the staff of Colonial Wil-
lamsburg is serving a fast food lunch,
Including the best crolssants ln town,
across the street at A Good Place To
Eat,

I am having my own very elegant
lunch on one of the many benches acat.
tered across the wide brick sldewalks
on elther slde of the street: pate, checse
and fresh bread carried in a paper bag

from the Cheese Shop, and shared with
the birds.
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The Wren Building, oldest bullding In
tawn, and one of the oldest bulldings in
Amerlcl. Ix on the College of Willlam
and Mary campus hall a block behind
me, and the wonderful restored streats
of Colonial Willlamsburg are visible
ahead. This beautiful square, with lu
18th- and Idth-century rooflines,

‘where the townles, the students And lhe
tourists meet for lunch.

Colonial fashions
such as these (at left)
are considered very
chic on the streets of
Wiltamsburg.
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whm cars are not allowed during the day.

1-of-a-kind

Merchants Square is not 18th century
at all, of course; It was bullt 50 years
ago to conform to the archltecture of
the 300-year-old city. It Is a good ex-
ample of how pleasant and human a
shopping center can be: troe-shaded
benches, flower boxes on the mullioned
windows of clothing, glft and other
shops, even an “olde Englishe” brick

- {ront to the local movie theater.

THE JOGGERS go by at any time of
day, dofng their daily run for one mile
atralght down the wide sweep of Duke
of Gloucester Street from the Collega
and Merchants Square through the re-
atored houses, shops and public build-
Ingx of the hiatoric area to the Capitol.
Sometlmes they divert, halfway down
the street, to the Palace Green and the
Royal Governor's Palace.

Cars are not allowed in the hlstoric
district duriog the day, but you can jog,
bleycle, walk, push strollera or move in

ossipy groups down the bumpy briek
sidewalks and wido roadway between
the brick and clapboard buildings, with
their white picket fences. Only a small
sign alerts you that “You are entering
the historic dlstrict.”

,That 1s what makes Colonlal Wil-
llamsburg unique. This is no “restored
village,” with perimeter walls'and toll-
gates; it is a llving clty where people
work, play and go to schoo), and where
you eaatly can walk back and farth be-
tween yesterday and today.

Willlamsburg was designed and built
as the capltal of the Virginia colony In
1699, 92 years after the flrst English
settiers settled the New World at
Jamestown. Thomas Jefferson and
George Washington served in the House
of Burgesses in Willlamsburg.

It was on these streets that they
jolncd wll.h Plulck Henry in opposing

ment is ono of many Willl

‘This craftswoman at work on 8 musical In-lru-

{T-11C,Ro-10C,P.C-2C,W.G-0BXO)13C

N '

.

Jal,
still a llving,
Willl:

ply trades dating from cofonla) days. Allhough

town.

the focus Is on history in Willlamsburg, this is

Beauty for a ccnmry and a half untll a

cy to restore the setting to Its authentic
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itin lhe IBZDs

EIGHTY-EIGII‘I‘ of the historle
buitdings were intact when the Rev.
W.A.R. Goodwin, former rector of Bru-
ton Parish Church, John D.
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COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG
should be requlred viewling for all of us
who have forgotten our American his-
wry. and the best place (o start s at

and in
these taverns and church pews where
they ate, prayed and worked along with
other signers of the Declaration of. In-
dependence,

‘The town had a brief but brilllant life
as 2 copital city unti) the capital was
moved to Richmond during the Revolu-
tionary War, then alept llke Sleeplng

re popular moans of tun-ponuuon in wurlam-hura'o historic dmrlcl.

Jr. In 1626 that this town
should be restored and preserved for
posterity. The church had been In con-
tinuous use alnce 1715. The two men
imagined bringing that whole 18th-cen-
tury world back to life.

To take you back $00 years: The Col-
lege of Willlam and Mary already had
been established as a grammaer school
here In what was known as Middle
Plantation, a kigh ridge half way be-
tween Jamestown and Yorktown, when
the Jamestown secttlement was de-
stroyed by firc in 1698,

The Jamestown settlers declded to
move oul of the swamp to higher
ground so they built a planned capltal
clty here and named [t after King Wil-
liam the Third. The Wren Bullding, old-
st academic cdlfice In continuous use
in America, was the flrst major resto-
ration ymjcct of Colonlal Williamsburg
more than two centuries Jater,

The courthouse of 1770, where Jef-
ferson read the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and the Powder

Center. Here you can
merve a holel room or a dinner table,
buy tickels, and see the exclting, If
slightly alick, Hollywood-made, fllm
about how English colonlsts made thelr
cholces on these streets. Some became
Americans, others left for British soil.

‘You don't need a tickel to wander the
town or enter most bulldings. You need
it to tour the important bulldings or to
ride the tour bus that leaves every flve
minutes for an elght-stop circle around
tho historic district. The district covers
about two strects on elther side of Duke
of Gloucester Street.

Take the 30-mlnute rlde full circle
once with the Visitor's Companlon
shect In hand. You'll wear that single
sheet out during your stay as you vislt
craft shops, eat at restored taverns,
stop at your hotel or at Mcrchants
Square, or come back full cirele to the
Information Center.

The first thing you'll see is the wind.
mill and the street running to the Gov-

city. No P
g from the rest of the
¥

crnor’s Palace. You'll sce the Caplta)
Building ahead, but what you reail;
will notice s the costumned woman slf
ting on the spliterall fence talking
the costumed young man in the tri-co¥,, /
ner hat. This is living history.

The second stop lets you off at Mar-
ket Square, where a fife-and-drum
corps might be playing or a Revolu.
tionary batlle re-enacted belween
lunch erowd at Chownlng's Tavern amd-
the tourists on the steps of the Cow
house of 1770,

In the dayilme you'll visit the hl.llar-
ic sites, walch the craftsmen at wo
buy upcn:lv&lf -authentle trinkets
the gift shops. By sundown you will be
thirsty for beer and peanuta at Chowne|
Ing’s, or for dinner at King's Tavern o’
Chrlstian Campbells' Tavern, all of
which served food and drink at one
time to George Washingtan.

When you zre tred of history ther?
are other things to do In the area, in-
cluding visits to Jamestown, Yorktown,
Virginia Beach, Norfolk and the Old
Country theme park operated five min-

utes' drlve from Wlllamsburg by
Busch Gardens.

For information on Williamsburg,

<all toll-free 1-300-446-8958 or write to
Colontal Willlamsburg, Wll]ialmbury.
Va, 23107

where the British remaoved the gun-
powder from the reach of restlesa colo-
nists, still stood beslde Market Square.
‘The Capitol, the Palace and the Ra-
lelgh Tavern had to be reconstructed
on old foundations to give the town au-
thenticlty, but most of the rest of. the
houses were alive if sagging gently
with age, thelr “new” dormers and
porchu emly removed by the renova.

All up and down Duke of Gloucester
Street, proud but poor old genteel la.
dies had stayed with the old family
homes, like a scenc from "“The Glass
Menngcdn',“ waitlng for time and mon-
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:
HUDSON'S & CTC OUTLEYTS

B57-3838 EM
FOR GROUP DISCOUNT!
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