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Steel presents exciting

By Corinne Abalt
slall writer

For a relatively young man (z shads over
30). sculptor Jay Lefkowitz has had an In-
tense, impressive career,

He's back worklng and showlng his sculp-
ture In this area alter spending some slx
years In Europe, partteularly Carrara, Ita-
ly, where he studled atone and marble carv-
Ing a3 It has been done for a thousand years.

Now married and living In Blrmlngham,
Lefkowitz has extended his conslderable
technieal and ereatlve sklils to steel,

Both stecl and marble sculpture are In-
cluded In hls one-man show at Schweyer-
Galdo Galleries, 330 Hamllton Row, Bir-
mingham, which continues through the
month,

THE COMBINAT(ON s Intriguing. For
while there Is some crossover in technical
expertize, the concepts in working the twa
mediuma are dliferent.

Marble, with ita cool, sensuous {especially
when polished) somewhat austere qualities,
warms under the Lefkowitz Influence which
often extends to a playful undulating curve,
a gentle lurn and the busts without faces
‘which stil) scem like portraits,

And while the Lefkowitz touch can warm
pristine bardiglio (gray-blue), marquinlan
(black) and other beautiful marbles, It turns
slecl to paper.

The painted steel sculptures which he
produced after returning here In 1981 (not
hls first go at this metal) have the look of
Ioldahle, moveable paper cutouts.

The artist works with quarter Inch stec]
and plans to move to uarter inch
soon, stit keeping the illuslon of lightness.

His steel pieces begln with a paper ma-
quette where the paper ia folded and cut,

I lay it out In steel in three separate
pleces, The cuta must be done perfoctly.
Then I weld and grind and weld and grind
and weld and grind. I do my cutting with a
band saw.”

sculptural challenge

He sald be Ls about to get a new lype cut-
Ung machlne for his work,

BECAUSE he s 2 meticulous, exacting
craftsman, the welds are undetectable on
the sleck surfaces, The interlor and exterlor
;«]‘lgu of each cutout are as smoathe as mar-

e,

“I never let anything out of my shop that
Isn't right technically,” he sald matter-of-
factly.”

Like many a sculptor, Lefkowliz likes to
walk around hla works, louchlng them, run-
ning hls hands down the side, brushing away
a speck of dust, making sure they are with.
out even that kind of temporary blemish.

As he moved about through the new stecl
pleces at Schwayer-Galdo Galleries, ke re-
marked, “Thesa pleces have the potential to
be any size.”

He has made then as small as 8-10 inches
in brass and would welcome an opportunity
to turn them into major outdoor works upto
several stories high.

THEY also serve to itlustrate the use of
negatlve and positive space for his art stu-
dents at Henry Ford Community College,

It is the inner relalionships in these new
steel pleces, the clear presence which
changes with each angle, the handling of the
metal, the coupling of atrength and light-
ness and fine deslgn which glves them a
compelling immedlacy.

Moreover, they are immedlately likeable
because they are famitlar materlal, which
has very little Innate appeal, But, here it is,
interesting and beautlful - a kind of sculp-
tural ugly duckling story.

Lefkowilz sald he will continue working
In steel unti! he completes al} of his Ideas —

and, fortunately, that could take qulte a

while.

This is the beglnning of what promises to

be another long, frultful period of wark for

Lefkowltz. .
Lefkowitz, a 1970 Groves High School

graduate who studled at Columbus School of

Design (Ohlo) before continuing his study In

marbla pture has
a pristine, though at times almost
whimiscal, beauty about it

Satin-fi

Staf! photos by Mindy
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Europe, sald it may take him 10 seconds to
do a sketch and slx weeks to make the
piece, But, the making of the work, the long
hours of polishing and grinding, chisetlng
and sculpting, the business of creating fiul-
dldy and beauty from stenc and meta), ex-
cltes him,

“The time when I do my best work is
when I'm really loose, he sald, "I'm still
having such fun.”

Gallery hours are 11 am. to 5:30 p.m,
Monday-Saturday.
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Jay Lefkowitz, hometown artist who spent
slx years in Europe learning the anclent
skills with marble, from the eriginal

—

source, has developed
in working with steel.
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SOUTHFIELD TOWNHOUSE
+ DELUXE 3 Bedroom, 2% bath Unit.
«Gourmet kitchen overiooks private courlyard.
* POOL, TENNIS, CLUBHOUSE,
¢L.C./FHA/VA or ASSUMPTION.
« Fantastic Location - $82,500

557-8700

SOUTHFIELD CUSTOM COLONIAL
= FOUR Bedrooms, Forma! Dining Room.
» Walled Fireplaced Famlly Room.
Kitchen with bulit-Ins and breakfast room.
»LARQE WOODED LOT, 2 car Gerage.

557-6700

» A Real Beauty at $84,000

BLOOMFIELD COUNTRY SETTING
«Lovely brick tri-level w/two natural lireplaces
«2% baths, famliy room .

*Formal dlning, 2% car garage attached
»$117,500 Call 547-2000

«Richly decorated with European Flalr,
+Crystal chandellers, Famlly Room, Centra!

Alr.
=« Yard with boaulltul flowering Trees.
«Kltchen bullt-ins Incl\gdlng Mlcro\glavo.

COMPLETELY REMODELED
» Lovely three bedroom ranch
= Largo lot with many treos
= Flrst floor laundry, 1% baths
« Famity room, fireplace, morel
»$82,000 843-8500

*A Must Soel 557-8700

« Center entrance Colonial

« Four bedrooms, 2 batha, circular stalrway

« Flreploced living room with wat bar aroa

« Recroation room and 13t floor taundry
+$80,800 Call §47-2000

STRIKING CONTEMPORARY
«Sodon'Lake area-Bloomficld Hilla
« Four bedrooms, 1% batha
+Slate floor thru foyar, klichan and dining

room
+Tennis port

+$210,000 Call 540-8777

"OPEN SUNDAY"  IN-TOWN CAPE COD
+Quality famlly home, superb condltion
« Four bedrooma, library, many features
+ Separate dining room
«Enjoy a lslsurely tour

*$134,800 Call 540-6777

“OPEN SUNDAY"
DEAR LAKE FRONTAGE, CLARKSTON
o] view,

 First floor laundry
*$144,900

- et s .
PALMER WOODS — DETROIT
+ All Brick Tudor-Move-in Conditlon.
*Four Bedrooms, 4% baths, Library, Contral
Alr, .

+Famlly Room, Rec, Room, Inground Pool.
*3/4 ACRE Corner Property,

+Highly Deslrable. $169,000 557-6700

i SUPER CONDO
»Large three bedroom Condo In Troy
+Living room with glass door fireplace
+ 1% biths, Central Alr, humidifier
+ Brick patio, atiached garage and morel
+$83,000 .

CRANBROOK VILLAGE
= Quality Thres Badroom home.

«Four bedrooms, master w/stone

Free Exterlor, CA.
rinkling system, Huge Block Pallo,

« Country kitchen, ceramic lile floor
»$235,000

PRICED TO SELL
« Clean three bedroom ranch
« Deslrable area of Troy
+2% baths, 18t floor laundry -
»Extra lot, 2 car garage,

SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP
26840 Southfield Rd.
m 557-6700

. =dust reduced to'sell $34,500
ROYAL OAK g?]

206-208 Woodward
547-2000

" . .y UNHANDYMAN'S DREAM .
*West Bioomfield , Contral Alr -
*Impeccable 4 bedroom, 2% baths

new
+ Prolesalonally decorated, 2/3 acre lot

«Land Contract $75,700 §57-6700

« Four bedr
* King size bedrooma

» 2% plua baths, 15t fioor laundry
+Famlly room, tireptace, patio
«$118,000

plus Colonlal

843-8500

serlain

Real Estate Co.

.+$110,900

BIRMINGHAM
1998 Southficid Rd.
540-6777

. © QUALITYBUILT : .
»Newly listad four badroom Colonlal
«Largs living and dinlng rooms
« Famity room with fireplace
. reaktast room, Central Alr

TROY
1965 W. Big Beaver Rd.
643-850
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