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JAMES M. READ

Mr. Read, 71, of Traverse Clty died
Juno 10.

Mr., Read was a teacher and admilnls-
trator for the public school system. He
was a graduate of Wayne State Unlver-
sity and Michlgan State Unlversity. He
was & member of First Congregational
Church, Masonlc Blue Lodge and past

prealdent of Retired Teachers Associs-
tion of Traverse Clty.

Survivors (nclude his wife, Marie; a
daughter, Carol Diane Urqubart; and
three grandchildren.

Services were June 13 In the First
Congregational Church with the Rev.
Thomas Brubaker offlciating. Arrange-
ments were made by Martinson Covell
Funeral Home, Traverse City, Memori-

als may be sent to Alzbeimer’s Disease
Association,

GLADYS CATHERINE CLARK

Mrs, Clark, 83, of Farmington died
June 18 In Dorvin Nursing Center,
Livonla,

Mrs, Clark was a homemaker,

Survivors Include her daughters,
Corine Kay Mayer and Gloria Rose

Jupae 20 in Botsford Hospltal.

Jackson; two grandchildren.
Services were June 31 at the fleeney.  Born in Argentlna, Mr. Tarditl wasa
Sundquist Funeral Home, worker.

with the Rev, Arthur Voisin officiating.
Burial was In Rural Hill Cemetery,
Northville.

JOSEPH TARDITI

Mr. Tardits, 71, of Farmlngton died

Big balleons celebrate first flight

By Tom Henderson
staff writer

Piloting a hot-air balloon hrs its

Iringe benelits. “We get lo sce some of
the greatest parking lots In the world,”
said Jim Ahern.
. Ahern pliots a yellow and white
striped, seven-story balloon for Kraft
foods. Some of the more famous park-
ing lots where his balloon hos been
tethered, proclaiming on its side “Par-
kay — the flavor says butter,” include
those at the Kentucky Derby, the
Preakness and the Mardi Gras,

Last week, Ahern visited a new lot,
at Madonna College, where his huge
nylon bag of hot alr was moored for
three days. The balloon tock Iocal
Kralt cmployees aboard two al a tlme
while hundreds of gawkers stared In
fascinatlon at the colorful balloon,
which towered above the bulldings and
trees around it.

The craft was promoting Krait, but
It was promoting samething else as
well ~ the first anaual North Ameri-

Internship

Kim Zisholz of Farminglon Hills has
been sclected for a summer Internship
program sponsored by the Office of

can Hot-Alr Balloon Chailenge Cup
July 2-5 in Battle Creek, The city was
site of the world champlonships In 1981
and will host them again in "85; in the
meantime the [irst Challenge Cup was
arranged, Involving 15 balloonlats from
the US, and 15 from Canada competing
for team and Individual championships.

HOT—AIR balloonlng may seem
wild and reckless, but to Ahern it fa a
qulet, conservative sport, where you
float silently in a gentle breeze with a
backdrop of pastel skies.

Why a gentle breeze? Because the
craft are never flown in winds more
than 10 miles an hour. "Flying at 50
miles an hour is fun,” said Ahern.
“Landlng at 5¢ lsn't.”

Why pastcls? Because the balloons
go up very early In the morning or just
belore sunset, when the colors n the
sky are faded, the winds nearly stlll
and the thermals nonexlstent.

{Thermals are fast-rising curvents of
heated atr. Incredibly heavy jets
bounce around in them while passen-
gers strap themselves in, grip seats,

served

Human Services' (HHS) Aaslatant Sec-
retary Dorcas R, Hardy. The program
lasts through Saturday, Aug. 13.

pray aod spill drinks. Imagine what
thermals would do to 1,000 pounds of
balloon and pllot?)

*You'll never see a balloon fly in the
middle of the day,” sald Ahern, a for-
mer manager with Eastern Alrlines
who has been plloting balloons for 10
years. Before he worked for Eastern,
Ahern had anolher connection with air-
planes, or, rather, with the Alrplane.
Abern worked in & band In San Francis-
co with Marty Balln In the mld-1960s;
when the band took on & beavy-metal
sound and lhe pame Jefferson Air-
plane, Abemn quit,

THE PARKAY balloon will miss the
upcoming Battle Creek extravagansa
— "We'll be tethered In a parking lot in
Milwaukee” — but Ahern hopes to pllot
it in the U.S. champlonships In Indlano-
1a, Iowa, In August.

Balloon competitions arc called rac-
o3, though actually, there la llttle rac-
ing done — after all, all the balloons
fly at the same speed in the same wind.
The competitlon is not one of speed, but
of accuracy, as the pilots try to pass
the closest to specific targets.

There are 3,000 balloonists in the
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United States, of which 1,000 fly com-
petitively. The top 100, based on a
year-long pointa system, qualify for the
US, ttle.

Because of the cost of the balloons
{roughly $12,000), there are more 1l
censed bailoon pilots than there are
balloons {2,000},

THE CHALLENGE CUP in Battle
Creek wlll Involve far morc than &
bunch of wildly colored, huge (at 77,000
cublc feet, Lhey have about four Uimes
the volume of the average lhroe-bed-
room house) balloons chasing each
other across country.

There will be parachute jumps, fire-
‘warks, dlsplays of ultra-light alrplanes,
carnival rides, a blue-grass festival,
antique autos and much more. -

For informatlon on the {ree event —

retired 3

Survivors include his wife, Luigina; a
son, Carlo Tarditi; one brother and one
sister; and three grandchildres.

Services were June 22 at the Ted C.
Sullivan Funeral Home, Novl. Mass
was sald in Our Lady of Sorrows Catho-
lte Church. Burial was .l‘n Holy

June 21 tn 8t Mary's Hospital, Livonia, *
Bora In Pennsylvania, Mrs. Wydick §
was a bomemaker, She was & member !

of the Srd Order of St. Francis-Dun :
Scotus. i

Survivors Include her daughters, i
Dorothy Szilagyl, Theresa Calaluca and :
Barbara Glowackl; 21 grandchildres; 4
and nine great-grandchildren. 3

Services were June 24 at the Heeney-

p tery,
SOPHIE ANN WYDICK
Mra. Wydick, 84, of Farmington died

qulst Funeral Home, Farmington.
Mass way sald in St. Gerald'a Catholle
Church with the Rev. Méurice Decker .
officiating. Burial was in Hedwig Cem-
etery, Dearborn Helghts,’ i
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location, times, call the

ttle Creck
alboun County Visitor and Convention
Bureau at 616-982-2240; In additlon to
starting a new race serles, the Battle
Creek competition will celebrate the
200th anniversary of man's first filght,
{nhlch happened to be in a hot-air bal-
oon.
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