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Superman’s image
isn’t all that’s bad
in ‘Superman IIP

Superman aln’t what he used to be. The Man of Steel deflnitely Is
tarnlshed. In “Superman 111° (PG), the square-jawed hero (Christo-
pher Reeve) appears with a 5 o'clock shadow, demonstrates a
mean streak, takes to drink and even shows signs of just.

Alas, it's not just his Image which is taking a beating. t's the
whote Superman gestalt, If you'll parden such a welghty word for
so light a plece of popcorn culture, The first two Superman movles
had tension, cnergy and excitement. These qualities are in short
supply in “Superman IIL.°

The tension, espectally that created in the Lois Lane-Clark
Kent/Superman relationshlp, Is entirely absent. Margot Kidder
(Lois Lane) has no more than a cameo role in this film. Her abd-
sence also marks the abscnce of the bright dialogue, doubdle entens
dres and slight note of erotlclsm that wepe present in the previous
films

Lots is replaced in Clark’s aifections by Laona Lang (Anneite
O°Toale), his high school sweetheart whom he meets at a class
reunion. O'Toole creates a likeable, daify sort of character, but
Clark and Lana do not send sparks flying.

THE EXCITEMENT LEVEL of “Superman HI1° is down because
Robert Vaughn as Ross Webster, a maniacal industriallst, doesn't
pose the powerful, fiendish threat necessary to offer Superman
real opposition. His most villalnous plot involves cornering the
markets in coffee and oil.

But worst of all, this film has the energy of a tranqullized
ground sloth. It's slow, tedious and overly long. Richard Lester, the
director, begins with a series of runnlog sight-gags as the opening
titles are rolled. Things Jook promising — for the first flve min-
utes,

Then, Lester tries to evoke laughs by resorting to quates from
other films. There's a repeat of the James Cagoey/Mae Marsh
grapefruit-in-the-face routine and a spoof on “Pation”® with Rich-
ard Pryor dressed as the general.

Pryor, as computer wizard Gus Gorman, ks the best thing that
happened 10 this movie. What little ©ip and spunkiness “Superman
111" possesses comes from Pryor, who always Invests his charac-
ters with much more than scripts dictate.

At the beginning of the film he ls among the rag-tag unem-
ployed. He has just run out of benefits. He impulsively signs up for
a computer-programming course and discovers his true genius,
His inspired manipulations with the payroli gets him an expense
check for more than $80,000 and brings him to the attention of the
corporation’s scheming president, Ross Webster. Webster then en-
lists Gorman as an accomplice In his plans to control world mar-
kets.

ASIDE FROM PRYOR, the most noteworthy aspect of the film
is not the contest between Superman and Webster but the struggle
within Superman as he confronts the dark side of his character, It's
an Iateresting twist as he and Clark Kent slug It out in an aute

Jjunkyard,
This confrontation proves much more novel and exclting than
the (anti) battle between anda

of flashing lights and clanking hardware. Al of this suggests some-
thing strangely awry in the conception and directlon of “Superman
m.*

Something new in Scandals!
Luncheon 4 Id Scandals

Businessmen's Buffet
11:30 a.m. p.n,
We ore now serving some deliclous
funcheon speclolties featuring:

* Soup Du Jour
® Top Strioln of Beef
* Special Entree - Chef s choice
* Pototo Bar with scrumptious
toppings
* Assorted Solad Bar
and. . .much more!

Offering Drink Speclais for Lunch

Aiso - LIVE BANDS!!
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Appearing Mon. thru Sal. til July 2
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Celebrate Two New Bestaurants As Good
As Mountain Jacks. They're up to Mountain
Jacks' standards of quality becaise they are
Mountain Jacks. New, in Bloomfield Hills and
Southfield. With Mountain Jacks' génerous por-
tions of choice beel, fresh seafood and unique
House Specialties. With Mountain Jacks' attentive
service, special touches, and comfortable atmo-

~~. . sphere, Plussavingsof upto
™, $500ifyouusethe [~
coupon below.

Any Specially. $9.95,

Otter good through July 31, 1983 duning reqular dinner hours
f throwgh Tharzdays Choose among the loliawing House
Stulld Filet Mignon, Peppercorn Filet Mianon. Gourmol

& hrimp Crab Stulled New Yorkor, Bee! Feast For Two (et
pae ndard Cut Primo R:h or Lobster Tarl. Offer daes nctinclude

(3%, Gij o any tems not narmally included with enteee Nel vaid in

+ cepurvition with any other special offors or redeemable for cazh Coupen must b
presentid when ordening

NEW Bloom!lsld Hilla 2262 Tlegraph Rd. 334.4
Mo"NTHIN (FORMERLY 1 ROSS BROWNESM‘X”H?LING SJ'ATlmO‘Z\I)
NEW Southlleld 26855 Greenticld Rd 557.0570
«  (FORMERLY ). ROSS BROWNES WHALING STATION)

*Warren ¢ Dearborn Helghts » Farmington Hills » Troy * Ann Asbor
v temtvaiens L Continental Restaurant Systema jo93
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what’s at the movies

BREATHLESS (R). Richard Gere and Vaterie Kaprisky are pas.
sionate lovers running from the police after Gere kills a police-
man In this remake of the Jean-Luce Goddard classic, 1950 flim,
“A Bout de Souffle,”

FLASHDANCE (R). A determined young woman works as a welder
by day and a dancer by night. Movie doesn’t make too much
sense but the dancing makes a terriflc impact.

OCTOPUSSY (PG). Roger Moore s zgain the dapper Agent 007 as
he goes to India to crack an internatlonal Jewel-smuggling oper-
aAlion In this 13th James Bond adventure. Also with Maud

ams.

PORRY'S — THE NEXT DAY (R). Raunchy gang members from
Angel Beach High School tangle with school adminlstrators,
cotrupt officials and their own active Ubldos,

PSYCHO II (R). After 22 years in a mental hospital, Nornian Batey
{Anthony Perkins) returns to reopen the Bates Motel. Vera
Miles, of the origlnal cast, also returns in this scquel Lo Hitch-
cock's chiller.

RETURN OF THE JEDI {PG). Third chapter In the middle scetlon
of George Lucas' *Star Wars” trilogy. With Luke Skywalker,
Hang Solo, Princess Leia and other characters from the previe
ous films as the Rebel Alliance battles Darth Vader and the
forces of the Emplre.

SUPERMAN HI (PG). Action, comedy and romance are on tap as
Superman (Christopher Reeve) and Lois Lane (Margot Kidder)
battle an evil entrepreneur and a computer genlus, Cast also
Includes Richard Pryor, Robert Vaughn and Annette 0'Toole.

TRADING PLACES (R). What happens when Dan Aykroyd, a
wealthy and toney executive, meets up with Eddle Murphy, a
poor kid from the ghetto?

LA TRAVIATA (G). Franco Zeffirelli wrote, designed and directed
this sumptuous version of Verdl's opera with opera stars Teresa
Stratas, Placido Domlnge and Corneli MacNeil

TWILIGHT ZONE, (PG). Four uncanny and bizarre stories inspired
by Rod Serling'a vintage television series. The episodes are di-
gt:d by four diiferent directors, one of whom is Steven Spiel-

B

WAR GAMES (PG). A teen-age computer whiz kid (Matthew Bro-
derick) aceidentally taps into the command system of a mill-
tary defense network and triggers a world crisls. |

YELLOWBEARD (PG). A wild plrate ¥poof with a crary-quilt cast
including the Moaty Pylbon group, Peter Boyle, Marty Feld-
w bis last. performance), Chicech and Chong, and Jomes
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Only Simmons Airlines

throughout Michigan and around the
Great Lakes. Our convenient schedul

Upper Peninsulas with Detroil, Chica
and Milwaukee, We feature the Short

1-800-682-7834 for i

_The

Letter-perfect.

flights to so many Michigan cities...
plus Chicago and Milwaukee.

Simmons Airlines is flying your way

connects the major cities of the Lower and

Call your travel agent or toll-free

- AN SIMMONS
W AIRLINES

Choantf

Pl

features'so many letter-perfect

wide-body airliﬁer for fast, comfortable
flights that will save you time—and

e system-wide fares that will save you
money. The next time you fly in or out
80 of Michigan, choose Simmons...the

s 360 Michigan Connection!

nformation and reservations!

Michigan Connection

1

STATEWIDE @) CONTACT ANY AAA OFFICE

oL e -x- .



