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Yard work: matter of pride

WHILE ON bended knee one morning pulling weeds from
the sunken garden in his front yard, The Streller had his
solitary work Interrupted by a sightseer who stopped his car
m::dt;alled, “You've got'a fine-looking place here in the
woods.” .

Before The Stroller could accept the compliment, the
sightseer added, “But it must niake a slave out of you.”

Silence for a moment. Then The Stroller answered, “It
isn't slavery if you own the place, It becomes a matter of
personal pride.”

1 ‘The visitor smiled at this relo? ang uig’k"lwcoagdn't doj:’t

Lave too much fun pla; golf and gol other major
summer attractions Igz L)l’l‘:gnm. 1 have no time for weed

ulling,”

? As the sightseer departed, The Stroller couldn't help re-
calling the challenge that he and his wife Leona accepted 45
years ago.

WE WERE GIVEN a chance to buy two acres of ground
in the wooded area of an old abandoned farm in what "#as
then Livonia Township,

The purchase was made for two reasons: First, it gave us
the chance to say we “owned" something; second, i would be
a fine place to work on and {ix up for a hobby later in life.

At the time, the {wo acres were covered with w sev.
eral feet high. We were told the ground hadn't been plowed
in years. So the first thing to do was to get it plowed s0 we
could see what we had. . Lo

What next? A friendly neighbor suggested we plant fruit
trees, and soon we could have an orchard. So 100 little fruit
trees were planted, and we were on our way to having
something we could call ours.

Well, the years have gone on and on, the trees are now
{ully grown, and many have seen their best days. A house
was bullt, and we began the challenging process of trying to

- oral quarrel

O&E Monday, July 4, 1683

Edgar

This week’s Oral Quarre! asked our readers
what they would change about the U.S, Consti-
tution If it were up to them,

Following are the responses:

The senators to serve for one year with a

make something out of a bit of abandoned weeds. .

It was a challenge of trial and error. If we didn’t like
something, we changed it. You couldn't do that if you were
renting.

AS THE YEARS slipped by, the words of The Stroller's
mother often came back to him. Years ago when he was a
mere youth, she said to him, “Make the most of what you
have. Don't bother about the folks next door, Learn a trade,
nndlyou'll' have something in your head that no one can
steal.” :

The first mistake we made was to get the “orchard”
plowed each year, After several seasons, the fellow with the
plow quit, saying he no longer could get close to the trees.

He suggested we allow the weeds to grow, then cut them,
and soon we would have grass the full length of the two
acres.

That’s what happened, and it has become an eye catcher.’

requirement of one term out of office before
they could run again. This way, they would
really know what is going on out here, and
power wouldn't be in the hands of somebody
that has been there for 20 years and doesn't
know what is going on in the rest of the coun-
try.

I would add the Equal Rights Amendment,
the women's ERA.
L

I would pass the Equal Rights Amendment
because I think it Is important that it be rec-
ognized that all people, including women, are
equal and their rights should not be abridged
or opportunities because of sex.

The long area of green grass interspersed with fruit trees .

and the little white house with the green shutters present a
plcture In the old wooded area that now causes sightseers to
stop and pay compliments,

So weed pulling to keep the place neat and trim Is far
from slavery.,
It is a matter of personal pride.

Theater dead? Not around here

THE GREEK POET Thespis {s reputed to have “Invented"
tragedy on stage in the 6th century B.C.

But I'll betcha' cave people entertained themselves with
comedy and tragedy before that.
edEvery year the demise of live theater is gloomily prediot-

Don’t you believe it!

When movies, records and radio were invented, the doom-
sayers thought they would threaten live theater.

Television brought the same pessimism and now there's
cable TV, -

Theater flourishes fn our high schools — in West Bloom-
field, Farmington, Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills, Troy,
Southfield, Rochester and all over.

Rochester High School, for example, recently initiated a
number of its students into the International Thesplan Soci-
ety. These young people’s motto is, *Act well yoyr part,
there all honor lfes.' .

What impressed me was these thespians are recognized
{or more than appearing on stage. Some usher, some paint
§cenery, some are gramaterx, ticket seliers or agsistant dl-

. rectors. Their teachers not enly act as thelr directors and
producers, but, even more importantly, are supportive of all
the talents the theater demands.

Groups like these are staging plays all over the country.
The Rochester group lighted candles to recognize the con-

trlb(uuons of writers, artists, musicians and dancers to their
craft,

I THOUGHT OF this while watching the televised Tony .
awards honoring the best of Broadway's 49 productions last
year.
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What medlum can move us more than live, three-dimen-
slonal theater?

What can compare with the feeling of anticlpation as a
curtain rises on a Broadway play or one of our Qakland
County stages?

Aren't the best movies based on plays? Haven't Shake-
speare’s plays endured? You're darned right!

At this moment someonc is honing a play in a spare room.
A copywriter is dramatizing a commerclal, Charades are
part of party entertainment.

It's all theater — dinner theater, backyard theater or tent
theater.,

Go sit in a courtroom or watch a newscast. They're the-
ater, too. In a way, we're all on stage the minute we leave
our houses,

Nothing makes a point better than a little d:amnllzn!lnn.

Mary Lou Callaway

WAREHOUS
_ CONTIN

OUTDOOR GRASS
SALE

Ideal for patios, porches, decks,
pools, aprons, boats, etc.

Select from Arbor” Green, Choco-
late Spice, Blue/Black. 3349
Sq. Yd

RITE CARPET s

Mon.-Fri. 10-9. Sat. 10-6

Baslcally, there should be no changes in the
Constitution of the United States, but if I had
to change anything, it would be to add an
amendment that takes government out of
business and private affairs totally and get out
of social programs, It should only protect citi-
zens from forelgn interference and military
harassment or attack and make foreign policy
only. Stay out of private sector,

I am not sure the Supreme Court is part of
the United States Constitution, but I would like
to see the elimination of the United States Su-
preme Court. This is a lifetime appointment
that they have, and they don’t have to answer
to anyone.

We still need the Equal Rights Amendment,
. which would provide equality of rights under

the law, shall not be denied or abridged on
accopnt of sex. The ERA will provide citizens
of all 50 states with a constitutional guarantee
of legal equality and will strenghten the faml-
1y unit and enhance the role of the wife by
providing for the retention of legal rights af-
ter marringe, Susan B. Anthony said men,
their rights and nothing more, women, their
rights and nothing less,
.

I would change the amendment to the Con-
stitution on abortion. I would do anything to
ban abortion in this country.

3

Limit the term of the congressmen and
senators to four years and six years, same as
we limit the president to elght years.

Regarding the Constitutlon, it's great the
way it is and probably one of the greatest doc-
uments ever written, I think our problem to-
day is we are not enforcing it properly and we
are nnt listening to its intent, Instead of add-
ing multitude of laws and so forth, why don't
we look at the Constitution and what it meant
in the first place and stick to it?

If our American values of individual rights
including the right to private property and the
pursuit of one’s own happlness are to be pre-
served, then the Constitution must never be.
changed but protected, understood and pre-
served and read,

The ERA should definltely not be added to
the Constitution,
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