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I !t wiltor

In the openlng weeks of 1988, Gov,
ames Blanchard and his Democratle
aders In the Michigan Leglslature

analysis

but withheld their votes when Demo-
crata rejected GOP amendments.

WHY, THEN, is the mood changing
back to one of bipartisan dealing?

ere confident they could bowl over
BB cpublican opposition.

B That has changed, say two veteran
epubllcan lawmakers,

“No longer arc they the cocky,
‘e're-gonna-do-it-cur-way, ft's our

types,” sald R

ack Kirksey, a fourth-term state rep-
esentative from Livonla,

His neighbor, Rep. W.V. (Sandy)
rotherton, R-Farmingten, agrees.
elr attitude on the Noor Is one that
ays, ‘We'll glve you Republicans a
hance to go along and work with us —
ut £f you step too far out of line, we'll
leld the blg stick,™™ sald the fifth-term

THE MOOD in Lansing has “changed
nd changed agaln,” in  Kirksey's
ords, since Blanchard took office Jan,

Democrats put up all §8 votes to pass

Calling organlzed labor his “family,”

:¥5am Fishman of Southticld was unani-
kG- moualy elected president of the Michl-
gan State AFL-CIO,

" Delegates to the state federation's

. 15th censtitutional convention in De-

Arolt also re-elected Walter L. Oliver as
\f Becretary-treasurer and selected mem.
bers to the union's executive eouncil,

Fishmon told delegates, “Organized
labor has been my lifc, and the working
men and women of organlzed labor

“have been my family.”

" Fishman has spent his entire adult
life in the trade unlon movement, mov-
1ng up through the ranks of the Unlted
‘Auto Workers, where he headed that
unfon's Community Actlon Program in
Mlchlgan for 12 years. After the UAW

-veafflliated with the state AFL-CIO
last year, Fishman was clected exceu-

(}ve vice president of the state federa-

tion.

FISHMAN CALLED for contlnucd
vigorous political action to promote la-
bor’s agenda n state and federal gov-
ernment,

“Today the bargaining table will
determine what we get for our labor, if
we are working, white what we do at
the ballot box will determine whether
we are working and whether there is
anything to bargaln over."

He praised Gov. James Blanchard
and Democratlc state leglslators for
cleaning up “the biggest budget mess in
the country” created by “20 years of
-Republican incompetence.”

He eriticized recall efforts aimed at
;Democratic officials, saying, “The
same crowd who got our state and our
people In a $1.7-billion hole now want

Blanchard's persenal income tax In-
crease In the House. In the Senate, 10 of
the 20 Democrats held together for the
tax vote, with a lone R sena-

voter
reaction to the Iecome tax increase,”
answered Kirksey, “They miscalculat.
ed the lasting quality of that resent.
ment to that vote. Now, the minority

tor providlng the 20th vote,

At that point, blpartisanship in Mich-
1gan government was at a modern low.
It was an unusual sitution because
Michlgan voters had beeri pleking Re-
publicon governors (George Romney
and Willam Mliliken) and Democratie
legistatures since the late 1950s,

Out of necesslly, the partles learncd
to'get along, From the mid-1970s, ma-
jor declsions were made by Mllllken
and the House and Senate leaders of
each party, then stmply ratified whole
by the legislature,

That changed when a Democratic
governor had to rely on his party alone
to raise the Income tax rate from 4.6 to
6.35 percent. Republicans freely ac-
knowledged a necessity (o raise taxes

1o blame Jim Blanchard for grabhing a
shavel and digging us out.

“We are going to stand behind Jim
Btanchard," Fishman said, “In fact,
we're going to grab a shovel and help
him dig Michigan out.”

He sald that Michigan labor Is will-
Ing to “hand a shovel" to business and
industry so they can “dig with us.”

“BUT WE WILL not permit Michl-
gan and Michlgan's citizens to be bur-
ied by rip-off proposals made In the
nanie of ‘improved busincss elimate’,”
he sald.

He criticlzed the Reagan administra-
tion as “Indifferent and insensitive to
the paln and sutfering of working men
and women,

“After englneering a miserable de-
pression and cutting our beneflts, cut-
ting taxes for the rich by blillors more,
the Reagan admlnistration is promls-
ing us, ‘The check is In the mall',” he
sald. “Our reply s: As far as we're con-
cerned, your eheck bounced three years
ago! Your promises came back
stamped ‘Insufficient honesty'."

Fishman called for a majo sally In
Detroit on Labor Day in support of Sol-
idarity Day III, a natlonal day of laber
protest against the pollcles of the
Reagan administration.

“We will give veice and visibllity to
our dissatisfaction with the current
course of economle, political and legls-
latlve poticles,” he sald. “And on Elee-
tlon Day 1984, Soliderity Day IV, a
unlted tabor movement in this state
and country will march to the polls to
victory in the general election.”

“OVER THE past 40 years, I have

abllity to 3

“The threat of recall has had a sober-
Ing effcct on the Democratle leglsla-
tors and the governor. He Is no longer
bragging about saving the state from
financlal ruln. He Is how on the defen-
slve.

“In the last slx wecks, things have
returned to the sltuation of the last leg-
islative sesslon,” said Kirksey.

Criticism of Blanchard appoint-
ments, the effort to put a tax rollback
on the ballot and the "bad press* Demo-
crats have received over the threat of
reapportionment have aobered them,
Brotherton added.

Ofticially, Kepubllean Party Chale-
man Spencer Abraham opposes the re-
call effort agalnst Blanchard. So do
most GOP leglslators. But they clearly

lelp Blanchard ‘dig out’ —

seen the baslc humanlty of our mem-
bers expressed in the day-to-day prac-
tices of ordinary decent people who
care for cach other,” Fishman teld the
convention delegates.

“People who ook after each other on
the job, and once the whistle blows and

Rep. Jack Kirksoy
by

‘The throal of racall has had &
sobering effect on the
Democratic legisiators and
the governor.’

—Aep, Jack Kirkeoy

‘Bad press’ over the throst of
reappotionment has also
sobared the Democrats.

Rep. W.V, Brotherton

enjoy sceing Democrats squirm ag the
recall movement continues to burn.

REAPPORTIONMENT is an issue
that hangs quietly In the background.

Republicans reduced their minoritles
in bota the Housc and Senate In the

Fishman

the work day Is over, extend thelr con-
cern and compassicn to thelr friend-
ships, their neighborhoods, their com.
munities and their sta‘e.”

He hailed outgolng President Wil
liam C. Marshall as “a very speclal
fricnd” of Michigan workers .

1882 election on the basls of a reappor-
tlonment plan drawn up by an appoint-
ee of the statc Supreme Court. But a
leglslative majority could atll} draw up
a new plan for the 1984 elections that

PP a threat

thoritles the power of taxation went
through, but not In a day,” sald Kirksey,
Some of his amendments, rejected at
first by Democratic leaders, were later

would favor Democrats.

Of the firm but seftening dlscipline
in Democratle ranks, Brotherton sald,
“We don’t know what was done to the
Democrats — what powers of persua-
slon, threat or committee assignment,
help to marglazl candidates and the
benefits of

T by other 1 and
pdopted, be said.

A blll to reduce local control: over
placement of the mentally il had bare-
y in the Senate and was in trou-
hie In the House, Kirakey said.

Brotherton chuckled over an appro-
priations bill that had been heavily

“It {(reapportionment} s laying there
as a threat: “If you get too mouthy, then
we're gonna go ahead and do It.' That's
been intimated.”

IF DEMOCRATS are willing to ne-
gotiate as they did In the 1970s, it's not
over every Issue, the Republicans flnd.

“Their blt! to give transportation au.

on the House floor to add $28
million to help “out-of-formula® school
distriets, and then $28 milllon to help
“In-formula® districts — to the acute
.mbarrassment of Democratic leaders.

Brotherton sees more room for nego-
tlatlon on less partisan issues — nota.
bly economic development and medlc-
ald. These are due to be taken up {n the
fall sesslon.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
High Quality Knotted Persian and Orientat Rugs
. O:dored By One Of Tha Major U.3. Banks

foliq
with athar gooda of equal valuo.
Zhinn, ate,

Auction At:

the liaancial lossas,

alo o Y
Contraclod in Afghanlatan, Pakisian, Iran, Turkoy,

Thosn goods will be sold ploce by ploca.
SHERATON INN
{Quality Inn} 4
oodward Avonuo
1-75 Square Lake Road Exit

Pontlac
Friday, July 8 at 8 P.M., Viewing at 7 P.M.
All payments to autharized Reclplants pre at
The Fidelity Unlon Trust Co.
Ploco by ploca rogerdioss of cast in ordor 1o moot partinl monatary obfigations of the
Importors who aro unobia 10 fulfll hoir Import commiimonts as previously agrood with
the bank. Undar 1ho binding agreement, all tho concerned partios ara forcod o accept

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK
Cortiticatos of auihenticity will ba Qlven,
Qriantas rugs will 5o given nway as door prizes.

DRYUS/AUCTIONEER LIQUIDATORS 201-227-6484

of oriental rugs complimantod

CHICAGO
AUTO SHOW

CARPET
SALE

A2l Yourfamily can afford
i 1! w j a Commodore 64
= i Home Computer
: *
; e !“ As little as $14900

1y and any two ol the following: print-

or, disk drive and monltor.) And Commadore peripherals cost much less
tition's. A Ct P and disk 8avo you

Toxny for the

m;
mota than $800.00 over
TIOD/4A.

BRI THE FAMILY COMPUTER
<" NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU
PUACHASE YOURHOME - -
TER 3808 W, 12 MILE RD., BERKLEY

bRl 543-0820 Mon.£rl. 10-8, Sat. 10-5, Sunday 1-5

157 “AS OF RIGHT NOW...”

R % D Fused & %y Suldin Slop

Celebrating July...

RGARTEN
.K ohDE HIGH SCHOOL
CAMP/SPORTS .
Offer good thru July '83

ST. MARY HOSPITAL
FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER

Speclallzing In: * .
"« Internal Medlcine« Pediatrics
+ ‘Qbstetrics - General Surgery
. necology » General Prnctlce_
. . . zerlmrlcs

19335 MERRIMAN
LIVONIA, MI 48152
' APPOINTMENTS
(313) 474-2910

Slightly used National Auto
Show and Convention car-
peting now available in a
wide variety of colors and

$400 395

Come In Now For Best Selection

DONALD E. McNABB CO.

22150 W. 8 Mile (W. of Lahser) » 357-2626 . .
- HOURS: Mon.-Thurs: 9-5;Fri. 9-9: Sat, 9-1 .. - . .

O s wace
Communiatans
Company

M.-SP.

W, of Yolagrapty -

Biloomfield Hills Plaza

TRUNK LOAD

SHOES

Summer styles...

OPDYKE AT SOUTH BLVD.
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10 a.m. 10 9 p.m.; Bun. 10 8.1, to sp.m.

- MENS - LADIES - TEENS -
- DESIGNER SHOES - JEANS - SHIRTS 4
AT OUTLET SAVINGS - ™

SUMMER CLEARANCE®
LADIES' DESIGNER: -

Values to numerous 1o lisi!

858-8560

Country Squire Shop

Gentlemen's Fine Apparel

75W. LONG LAKE ROAD

Bioomfield Hills

SUMMER
CLEARANCE
SALE

Now In Progress
SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS ON

CLOTHING BY:

* Walter Morton

* H. Freeman
e Christian Dior

* Ralph Lauren

* Lebow

SPORTSWEARBY:

* Christian Dior

* Countess Mara
« Mighty Mac

s lzod

TIESBY:
* Countess Mara

¢ X' Andrini

DRESS SHIRTS BY:

¢ Hathaway

+ Countess Mara

Open Thurs, '1il 8:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:00 - 6:00 p.m.




