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Kid’s Day
Calendar
of Events

Eight hours of actlvities planned
Just for kids will run fron noon to 8

Power and F

Roa

Actlvities will spill over to across
the street on the grounds of Our Lady
of Sorrowa School,

The annual Kid's Day has been or-
ganized by representatives of Farm-|
ington Hills Parks and Recreation

[+

At Providence Hospital

Genetic counselors fight birth defects

By Caro) Azlzian '
stoff writer

The statistics are alarming: Three (o

5 percent of all infants (one out of eve.
17 20 to 30 bables) born in this country
will suffer from birth defects,

With {ncreased exposure to harmiut
chemicals, drugs and radlation, preg.

nant women face dangers that previ-
ousl;

4
In the past, the only recourse for
women about

genetic disorders or birth defects was
::d consult doctors who offered limited

Center and C

Litrary,

The organizing committee worked
with Adults for Kids, Farmington
Area Pre-Schiool Couscll, Farmington
YMCA, Farmington Youth Assistance
and 50 local merchants to make up
the followlng agenda:

ALL DAY

HOT DOG ROAST and all food con-
cesalons ataffed by Farmington Area
Jaycees and Jaycettes to help pay
some of the costs for dctivitles that
are offered without charge.

PONY RIDES, sponsored by Scott
Colburn Western Store.

CLO'

S, .
ART-IN TENT, sponsored by Michi-
gan Council for the Arts, Farmington
Area Arts Commission and Buggy
Works Restaurant. tidmllz‘n‘ and ore
ganization coptribu Farming-
ton Pre-School Cmmgu
BELIUM BALLOON MESSAGE
L:uUlr_ivcﬂ. sponsored by Farmington

ol er.
SPORT MOBILE, sponsored by
H taruants.

Rey
MOONWALKS.
FACE-PAINTING TENT, contributed
and staffed by Women of North

Farmington,
NATURE DISCOVERY MOBILE,
Fi

and Farmington Education Associa.
tion.

STORYTELLING TENT, operated by
a: staff of Farmington Community

TAry.

KIDDIE RIDES.

PETTING 200, brought by Farming-
ton Hills Junlor Women's Club.
DUNK TANK, brooght by Farming-
ton Hills Parks and De-

medical advice but Lit-
tle consolation,

Recognlring the need for more In-
depth genetic counsellng and education
services, Providence Hospltal In South-
fleld recently jolned a growing lst of
medical facilities providing those ser-
vices,

“We must be up-to-date in this area,”
sald Dr, Don Krohn, chalrman of Provi-
dence’s obstetrics and gynecology de-
partment.

“The risk {0 pregnant women from
exposure to potentially harmful agents
such as chemleals, radlatior, alcohol,
medlcation and £0 on has never been
greater.”

PATIENTS and professional staff at
the Southfield hospital continually are
kept Informed about the Latest sclentif.
lc data on genetic disorders, birth de-
fects and teratogens (chemlicals, drugs
that cause fetal aboormalities),

The man chiefly responsible for dis-
seminating that information Is Dr. Les.
ter Welss, director of Henry Ford Hos-
pital’s Medical Genetles and Birth De-
{fects Center,

“Several years ago we realized that
even though genetle counseling ser-
vices wero available, peopla weren't
recelving them,” Welss sald: “The med-
ical centers were in citles too far away

for most poople to travel to,
“Doctors

weren't always aware of
the avallability and need of the ber-
vices.”

That's why Welsa set up the center at
Ford Hospital 18 years ago. Since then,
he's spreading the news {o hospl-
tals throughout the atate.

The results are promising. Major
medical centers at Wayne State Unl.
versity, the U':lv'alﬂy of Michigan and

Stal

partment.

VIDEO GAMES come from the Great
Getaway Family Arczde and Coney.
CRO. , brought by Adults
for Kids, in cocperation with Burger
King of Farmington Hills,

ON TEE. STAGEMOBILE

Noon: Farmington Gymnastic Center
1 p.m.: Professor Bloono

ty
All professional entertainers on the
Stagemoblia are sponsored by Doml-

no's Pizma, Pedlatric Assoclates of
Farmington PC, and Papa Romano's.

FUN AND SKILL CONTESTS

1 p.m.: Water balloon toss

3 p.m.: Shoe scramble

3:30 p.m.: Candy toas

4:30 p, llon pass

$:30 p.m.: Frisbee toss .

These contests will be run by Farm-
Ington Hills Parks and Recreation
Department and Farmington YMCA
personnel. Prizes are given by Con-
temporary Awards and the Farming-
ton Education Azsoclation,

1:30 pm: Rotten mneaker contest
sponsored by Gabe Shoes, who will
glve gift certificates to tha three kids
with the rottenest pair of smeakers.
Kids will be called hack for the finals
at245pm,

OTHER GOOD STUFF

THE TALKING ROBOT, from World
nlmhqu,eomalnt:npnklt 1pm.
pm.

and through .
THE FARMINGTON YMCA pool on
Fi Road north of 12 Mile
t‘igaslm' froe swimming 1-4 pan,
ICTORIA NAJJAR-TEICHER, chil-
dren's author and poet, will tell chil-

ON AND OFF

ly have joined
with public bealth departments, clinics
and hospltalx in outstate areas to form
a statewlde genetics counseling net.
work,

Doctora involved in the statewide ef-
fort tackle tough questions about the
adverse effects of the only

Dr., Lester Weiss regularly counsel

defects. Weiss, director of Hanry Ford F

FOR EXAMPLE, after Merrell Dow
Pharmaceuticals Inc. balted produc-
tion of Bendectin, Detroit-area mothers
turned to Henry Ford's Birth Defects
Center for answers.

“We've been gelting many calls,”
Welss zald. “We tell them there Is no
firm scientifle evidence that Bendectin

causes blrth defects. I really don't
think it does.” .
Cl based Merrell Dow, a dl-

U.S. drug approved for morning sick-
ness, PBB and dloxln contamination,
and genetc dlseases.

vision of Dow Chemical Co. of Midland,
also claims there Is no scientific evi-
dence that Bendectin Ls associated with

Diagnostic, screening
services for birth defects

Here are some of the services of-

fered in Providence Hospital's new tecti

genetle counseling and education pro-
gram: .

® Genetlc dlagnosts and syndrome
Identlfication.

® Genetle counseling.

® Prenatal diagnosis,

[ and other staf! members at

Please tum to Page 2

Providence
leseoh on the latest data on the causes of birth
tor Weiss, an expert In the fleid.

® Genetic screening and carrier de-
on.

® Down Syndrome clinic.

® Teratogen (harmful chemicals,
g8, radl) risk

s pau.nll about lhnllll’(l of birth

{A1B

MINDY SAUNDERS/statt photographee

and Blrt:n Defocts Center, now olers his aervices at Providence
n

an Increase In risks of hirth defects.

The company has been the targot of
hundreds of lawsuits alleging the drug
causes deformities In fetuses, Recently,
a Distriet of Columbla Superior Court
Jury awarded $750,000 compensatory
damages to the family of a 12-year-old
Maryland girl who was born with a de-
{formed hand,

In 27 years, the drug has been pre-
scribed to more than 33 million women
around the world. But its use bas
dropped in recent years because of neg-
ative publicity. -

When the PBB controversy surfaced,
physlclans involved In genetlc counsel.
ing teamed up with public health offi-
cials to administer tests measuring
PBB contamination levels,

“For most people, the levels were
quite low,* Welss 2aid, “And there was
no evidence that it caused birth de-
fects, But if we (detected) PBB in the
mother's mllk, we suggested that she
avold nursing her bables.”

Although fears about PBB con‘ami-

@ Birth defects and Leratogen “hot-
line.” Call 878-3190 between 8 a.m. 05

pm.
® Speakers bureau.

Hospital take &
defects from Lee-~

sation bave subsided, anxioty over
newly dl toxins such as dioxin
linger,

Natlonzl Cancer Institute studles
bave shown that dioxin causes birth de-
fects In mice. Even though there s no
conerete sclentific evidence indicating
that dloxin causes birth defects in
buman beings, some groups have flled
lawsults claiming that It does,

More than 20,000 Vietnam veterans,
their widows and children sued Dow
and several other

“For example, If the mother or fa-
ther’s sister has spinoblfida, there’s a 1
percent chance that the newborn will
have the .

*In counseling, it's important how
you phrase this. You can also tell the
parents, there's a 99 percent chance
that their baby won't be born with spi-
noblfida.”

If both parents are carriers of Tay-
Sachs — a debilitating dlsease that
takes the lives of infants — the odds
are one In four that the newborn wlilt

suffer from the disease, Welss sald.

“We can test for this. And, we can
review options with the parents, They
may decide not to have children be-
cause the risks are too high, adopt, use
artificial insemination or take their
chances,

“We're much more aware of what
causes birth defects and the preventa-
tlve measures than we used lo be”
Welss sald. “But parents must seck
counseling before they have a baby so
we can try to reduce the risks,*

Do you qualify for
genetic counseling?

Genetic counsellng services arc
available at Providence Hospital in
Southfield. Here's who should seek ad-
vice on risks for birth defects:

@ Parents of children with a blrth
defect or genetic disorder.

® Other relatives concerned about
the risk of having a child with a simllar
defect.

® Members of ethnic groups who
may risk belng carriers of genetic dis-
orders: Central European Jews — Tay-
Sachs disease; blacks — alckle cell
anemia; persons of Mediterranean de-
scent — .

The suit alleges that the millions of
pounds of Agent Orange (which con-
talns dioxin) dumped on Vietoam from
1881 to 1971 caused some of the can-
cers, deformities In children and other
serfous health effects experienced by
veterans,

BUT WEISS contends that doctors
and scientlats “don't bave any good In-
formatlon on dioxin.” *

“We try u;put these l.!:.lmz:1 In some
perspective for our patients by te
them that if It (hemp.wm a lynra:ui?
crease {n birth defects as In the case of
.u‘:‘lgdomlde. we'd know about it,” he

Welss advises his patients {o avold
aleohol, medication — unlesa it's abso-
lutely necessary — and smoking during

regnancy.

P Besldes chemlcal poulllnunl.l lm}
drugs, there are many other causes o
birth defects.

Genetlc disorders include spinoblfida
(open spine dm, Tay-Sachs }mm—
mon among European Jews),
sickle cell anemis (prevalent among
m!?umm'l muscular dystro-

on tha clircumstances,
we can tell parents the risks lnvolved,”
Welse sald, “Usually !t turns out to be
much lower than they were afrald of,

-

® Pregnant wotnen ages 85 and old-
er

® Fathers ages 55 or older,

® Pregnant women exposed to

chemlcals, radation, potentially harm-
ful drugs. .
@ Persans with Infertllity problems,
@ Persons with malignancies (when
the discase Is common or widespread
in the family).

® Individuals and famllies with a
history of mental retardation or {liness.

@ Famllies with a history of hemo-
phitia.

® Families with a history of Duch-
cnne’s muscular d hy.
milies with a history of kidney

diseases,

@ Parents with children who suffer
{from hydrocephalus or dwarfism.
@® Women who had multiple miscar-
riages. .

Softball tournament
has story book finish

Bethlehem Lutheran Church's soft-
bil‘ummaod}admjnmmlnlhhd
place, & cause for rejoleing among the
ball players — they finished last in

1982's play.
“A book finksh couldn't have

been better,” sald team member Bill:

e S s
o 3
Lutheran Church of America.

“I’s the bottom of the seventh, The
score is tied. Bases are loaded, and
there are two outs. Dave Wiljanen s at
bat. Thero la a full count. The plich Is a
mmmmthehnmo,"lrm

“Wiljanen connects for a single, driv-
Ing in Jobn Wertman, winning (be

game 7-8 over Shepherd of the Lak
In Walled Lake."” o =

Ball players who attend Bethlehem
Latheran Church, at 35300 Eight Mila
In Farmington Hllls, make up one of
ihe aix teams that come from six par-
ishes In the district,

All proceeds from this year's tourna-
ment will be used for World Hunger,

As ballplayers were bo
winners {rom s

“We were playing in near-record
temperatures,” Godeoa sald, “Our third
phcmnmmumruum-lly."




