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Big weekénd
for sports fans

Just killing time . . .
What do Chlcago’s Comiskey Park and Livonia

High School's soccer field have in
[common? Both are sites of All-Star games, where a
collection of some of the biggeat stars in the sport
battle in a fun, yet still competitive contest,

Like the Major League Baseball All-Star game

h last night I the Windy City, the Observer
& Eccentric’s Prep Girls' Soccer Classic will
feature outstanding talent Saturday morning In the
‘Winning City — Livonta, which hotses the reigning
boys and girls state champlons from Stevenson.

GIRLS REPRESENTING the All-Area teams
frem Oakland County and Wayne County will meet
11:30 a.m, Saturday at Stevenson (see related
story).

This event is a firat of ita kind by this newspaper
— pitting honor squads from the two counties {n the
OLE coverage area, It promises to be an exciting
game, especially when you conslder the brand of
soccer played In such cities aa Livonla and Troy,
Just to name two of the perennial powers.

Even If you're only slightly Interested in soccer,
thls is the game you want to see, Every girl who
will step on the field ls a top-notch player, It should
be entertalning, and a good instructlonal too! for
the youngsters,

See you there.

® I1 |t my turn to jump on the Michigan
Panthers' bandwagon?

Isn't it nice to have a aports team In this town
that nob&ty boos. Even the Tigera — who have
played as well a3 any team in the league the past
mouth — give reason to stir up the boo-birds
occasionally,

Stire, the Panthers are on a roll and winners of
the Central Division of the United States Footbalt
League. But that's not what bas me turned ot and
tuned in. Win or lose, this new club ls stmiply
exciting. They do things offensively their NFL
counterparts only think about.

The prime example took place at Chicago In the
socond-to-lust regular season game with the Blitz,
After the Panthers bullt a seemingly
i d, the back and

lead, the Bl
pulled to within elght, 27-19, midway through the
fourth quarter. In leu of running the ball {n an
atternpt to eat time off the clock, the Panthers —
with quarterback Bobby Hebert firing passes like
drills In practice — went back to work. The long
drive was culminated oo a $2-yard TD pass to
Anthony Carter.

That's exciting football.

In addition to having a team that’s fun to watch,
we have a winning team that is fun to watch, And
the team I run by management which cares for jts
players and fans, When the team was floundering in
the early golng, the Panther brass went after
players who could tarn it around.

So the team turns it arouad and qualifies for the
playoffs by winning the division, and what does
team owner Alfred Taubman do? He lowers ticket
prices for the playolf game. A nlee touch to a nice
season.

But the Panthers' season ia far from over, 30 saya
my top sports source, My private source — “Mike
the Spike" — flgures the Panthera are 21-polnt
favorites at home agalnst the Oakland Invaders
. Sunday. Then, assuming Philadelphla takes care of
Chicago as “The Spike® predicts, Michigan will beat
gu;lly on a neutral site — Denver’s Mile

tadlum,

Now *The Spike* has been wrong before, but he
also predicted Leonard over Hearns, the American
League over the National League In 1971, Curren
over Connors, and Mexico over Lebanon in stralght
sets in volleyball preliminary action at the World
University Games.

Splke, who sat on the 50-yard line in the
swellering Silverdome Sunday, told ma beforchand
that the Panthers would outdraw the Tigers, which
they did, 31,905 to 28,703,

Surely the Panthers will outdraw the Tigers )
Sunday, even though the foothall game will be
televised. Wouldn't it have been something if the
Tiger game was televised, though? Then yon'd have
the Panthers on Channel 7, the Tigers on Chanpet 4,
and Thomas Hearns' fight with Murray Sutherland
later on Channel 4, .

® Speaking of Hearns, the formuer KO king, has
been the subject of criticlsm due to events since his
canceled bout with the distructive Marvelons
Marvin Hagler Iast summer,

Although Hearns had just ona fight since then, it
was for the WBC Super Wellerweight
Champlonship, which be won in a 18-round declsion
from Wiltred Benitez. The Motor City Cobra had
two other fights — both with puncher James “Hard
Rock® Green — canceled.

WHAT'S BAPPENING I that Hearns s loaing
remalning

muwgmy. mt!nL ln.lﬁllvall:hlbl
and hand are 100 t,l!umlhm':u?be .
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Liz Suitle, a standout performer for Troy High, heads the ball dur-
ing an Oakiand County practice seasion,

‘Rice gears to

kick off

season at Silverdome

By Marty Budner
ataff writer

It's not too early to think prep foot-
ball — especlally for Catholic Leagua
foes Birmingham Brother Rice and De-
troit Cathollc Central.

The Warrlors and Shamrocks open
thelr 1984 schedules Saturday, Sept, 10,
at the Pontinc Silverdome for the third

‘This year's slate opens with Brother
Rice against the Chicago city champl-
ons — Mt Carmel High School — at
§:30 p.m. In the nightcap, Catholic Cen-
tral, defe champlons of the De-
gvtlyt Catholic League, plays Traverse

According to Rice coach Al Fracas-
2, Mt. Carmel has lost ouly two games
the three seasons. The school from
the clty's south side won the siate
champloaship [n 1980,

AT S )
a tra ’

he“:oﬂ Mllmlmm State Unl:
. ers .
‘arsity to become ax assistant coach,

them, It should be very exciting,
“I've been watching some of thelr
{ilms from last year and that's all I re-
ally know about them,” he sald. “I've
invited them to attend ope of our
scrimmages and I'm golng 0 see one of
theirs.” :

Cathollc Central is undefeated in the
Prep Kick-ff Classle while Rice aplit

Its games,

e Shamrocks defeated Eaton Ra-
pids In 1981, 27.0, then came back for a
falrly easy 24-16 victory last season
over Traverse City.

Rice lost to Youngstown Cardinal
Mooney in overtime In its first game,
18-13. The Warriors then needed over-
time to get past Dearborn last fall, 17.
"

BROTHER RICE Jogged an overall
$-4 record last year. This year's squad
was hurt by graduation, but there will

be 22 rel players,
Moanwhlle, Catholic Central
m! - record lust fall,
werful run-

By Jim Hughes
statf wrlter

Talk about a dream matchup — Oakland County
vs. Wayne County in a girls' high school seccer

game,

Both countles are rich in soccer tradlition, and
when the of all-stars g
the two Observer & Eccentric All-Area teams take

3
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bonors and Stevenson's MVP award for her defen- .
sive play. She scored six goals and added five as-
sista,

0.0'Coanor. a junlor defender, was all division -
and all-league for the second year in a row. A cap-
tain for Salem, 0'Connor was-roted for her tackling -
akill.

® Bokos, a senlor midfielder, was a co-captain”
for In three years, the all-stater tallied -

the fleld 11:30 a.m. y at Livonta S N
same of the best talent in the state will be show-
cased. Of the girls on the two teams, five carned
first-team All-State honors while seven others were
selected to the second team,

The O&E Prep Glrls Soccer Classic, the first of
its kind, also will feature two of the best coaches In
the atate. Noreen Divens, who guided Stevenson to
the state champlonshlp this spring, will lead the
Wayne County team while Mike Ruddy, who took
Troy to the state semlflnals, wll! direct the Oakland
County squad.

“This I3 a good [dea, and I think it will be a good
game,” Divens sald, “It doesn’t matter who you put
out there (from the All-Area first and second teams
and honorable mention), they are all very good
players. We have some very strong players on eve-
y lino.”

“WE SHOULD have a very competitive team,”
Ruddy said. “I think one of the things that will be
dlfferent is the style of play between the two
teams. We'll try to control the ball, and I think
Wayne County will use more strength and power. I
bave a pretty good idea of what Wayne County has,
and If they have an idea of what we have, (ine, If

* not, that’s fine, too,”

‘Wayne County roster 1s made up of scven
&t

layera, and a
of girls who made honorable mention. The players
are Lisa Broceardo, Andrea Bokos, Mary Kay Hus-
sty and Leasa Klix of Stevenson, Dorene Dudek and
Jeanifer Huegll from Churchlll, Kathy Greig and
Liza Rigstad from Bentley, Colleen O'Connor and
Shelly Staszel from Plymouth Salem, Margle
Wangblchler from Plymouth Canton, Karen Felts
and Dawn Sulllvap from Garden City, Heather
Brda from Franklln, and Shannon Bowler from La-

dywood.

Oakland County has seven first-team All-Area
players, six d-t and one h
mentlon, The players are Rence Eickholt, Trish
Lally, Lori Nicley and Cheryl Kusza from Athens,
Liz Suttte and Ericka Johnson fram Troy, Karen
Bednark from West Bloomfield, Debble Wojtaszek
and Chris Nagy from Marlan, Lisa Leonard from
Lahser, Beth Porterfield {from Groves, Sue Fergu-
son from Farmington Harrison, Stephanle Scott
from Seaholm, and Ilka Warshawsky from South-

field.
The following is a bricf rundown on the first.
team All-Arca representatlves from Wayne County:
® Broccarde, a sophomore, won allconference

27 goals and 37 assists,

® Dudek, a junlor midficlder, was Churchills
MVP who scored 17 goals and added 17 asslsts, She
was named to the all-state first team,

® Rigstad, a junior forward, was a co-captain -
for Bentley, and the school's leading scorer the past
three scasons. She was all-state and all-conference.

Please turn to Page 4

; ;
Troy coach Mike Ruddy
tions to tho afl-stars.
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The Mercedes-Benz 3005D Turbodiesel Sedan
culminates 47 years of diesel engineering leader-
ship. To call it the ultimate diesel automobile is
perhaps true, but incomplete. Decide after your
test drive if any car; of any kind, can rival it.

Open Monday & Thursday Until 9 P.M.

ESTATE MOTORS, LTD.

464 SOUTH WOODWARD AVENUE » DOWNTOWN BIRMINGHAM

644-8400
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