Aid to families of handicapped OoK’d

By Tim Richard
slaf writer

State Rep. Gordon Sparks, R-Troy,
gritted his teeth and voted "nb,m
only area legialator to oppose state
subsidies to families taking care of
thelr own handlcapped children,

“It's one of the toughest votes I've
had cast,” sald the Mreshman
lawmaker, who still sees “a gerious
need” to help such families,

-The Michigan House last week voted
79-27 to adopt a system of grants of up
t0 $2,500 a year for families who keep
thelr mentally, physically and autistic
impaired children out of state institu-
tons and care for them at home.

The measure (House Bil} 4448) goes
to the Senate, where action Is expected
in the fall sexsfon.

HOUSE PASSAGE was & majar vie-
tory for Rep. Debble Stabenow, D-
Lansing, a third-term champion of wel-
{are, women's and mental bealth legls-
lation.

(Meanwhile, a group in her bome dls-
trict was starting a recall campaign,
cltiog her liberalism on welfare mea-
sures and her vote In faver of Gov.
James J, Blanchard’s income tax In-
crease,

)

Stabenow’s bill was supported by
Democrata Justine Barns of Westland,
John Bennett of Redford, Maxine Ber-
man of Southfield, William Kelth of

Garden City and Witfred Webb of Hazel
Park as well as Republicans W.V.
Brotherton of Farmington,

of Lake Orioo, Jack Kirksey
vl'i.lvonh and Robert Law of Plym-
oul

“We heard teatimony from a lot of
parents,” dissenter Sparks said in an
interview, “and it was heart-rending. A
serious need exiats,

“BUT I PREFER Warioers ap-
proach,” Sparks sald, citing a bill by
Rep. Fred Wartner, R-Portage, to pro-
vide tax credits to families who take
care of thelr own handlcapped chil-
dren.

Sparks sald the Stabenow bi)l “gives

the same subsldy to an upper-lncome

family as a lowerIncome family”
while tax credits would address family
peed more directly.

Wartner told the House the beoefita
under Stabenow’s bill would be subject
1o {ederal Income taxes, Thus, the $4.5
million cost to the state would filter
through the pockets of Michigan par-
ents receiving the subaldies and wind
up In Washington.

And Sparks had his doubts whether
the state would be able to close down
wings of Institutions If parents took
careof their handicapped children.

Stabenow, however, billed her mea-
sure a3 & money-saver {or the state, “It
costs §$45,000 to keep a child Ln an insti-
tution, but this subsidy ia only $2,500,

In other words, It wculd cost as much
to keep 18 children at home a3 to keep
©pe in an institution,” she sald in an In-
terview after the vote,

For every 12 beds that are emptied,
Stahefiow added, a wing of an Institu-
tion could be closed.

OTHER LEGISLATORS, even those
with bandicapped chlldren, hod mixed
emotions about the subsidles.

1 quetuc'r; the sense of starting a
program such as thix right now,” sald
Rep. John Maynard, D-St. Clalr Shores,
who opposed the measure. “Something
needs to be dooe, but a lot has been
done, My wife bas a severely retarded
brother. . . a severe croas to bear, but
they {the family) bave done that —
without state help,”

Rep. Carl Gnodtke, R-Sawyer, has a
2%-year-old bandicapped davghter and
admitted tha bill would help him, but
sald, “It's not the right way to ge. I'm

oing to vote no anyway."”
& But Rep. Donald Gilmer, R-Augusta,
cited a letter from a constituent who
sald, “The $2,500 a year will allow us
to move out of our mobile home and
¢ payments on a house.”

And Rep. Fred Dillingham, R-
Fowlerville, a singlo parent, pleaded
for passage, citing hls necd to rise at 6
a.m. to care for a 9-year-old daughter
who ia spastic and whose arms and
bladder are paralyzed.

“This is not only a strong policy
sjatement, but it answers the question
many parents ask: ‘Why can a f{oster
home recelve payment from the state
for caring for'the handicapped and par-
ents cannot?’

“What I and many parents need is an
extra hand,” Dilllngham sald. “There
are parents I know who will keep that
child at home as long as they can, with
or without help from the state.”

SEMTA offers free I.D. cards

The Southeastern Michigan Trans-
pottation Authority will provide senfor
cltizens and handicapped persons in the
tri-county area with free speclal half-
fare SEMTA photo Identiflcation cards.

‘The speclal pasa enables persons who

are handicapped or aged 65 or older to
ride any regularly scheduled SEMTA

Sy’
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bus on ys, Sundays and holidays
or during weekday hours 9 a.m. to 3
pm.andépm. toda

The passes are also good on Detroit
Department of Transportation buses.

SEMTA representatives will come to
sites where groups of people want ap~
plications. To schedule a visit, call the
SEMTA publlc affairs office at 256-
8785

Persons eligible for a pass who are
unable to go to a slte where representa-
tives will be should call 962-5515 in De-
trolt; toll free at 1-800-462-5181 ar 256-
8883 for the hearing impaired.
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2 YEARS FOR
THE PRICE
OF THE FIRST
YEAR ALONE!

Come celebrate—it's Vic Tanny's big anniversary! It's your chance :
to join the Bloomfield Executive Health & Racquet Club and save, .
with two years of regular mermbership for the price of the
first year alone! Join now and enjoy 24 manths of swimming,
jogging, racquetball, aerobics, progressive resistance
exercise equipment and more — at great savings!

‘'Viec Tanny Blo'orr"iféld' Executive ._He..ialth_ & Racquet 'Cli.jb,
Phone:855-2300

8420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd.




