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Dark horse wins battle as vocation
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By Tom Baer
ataff writer

“Does the name Kilmer remind you
of the poem ‘Trees'?” asked the bro-
chure that Farmington Hills' June
Kilmer used last month in her cam-
paign for the presldency of the Michi-
gan Vocatlonal Coordinators Associa-
tion.

“Let it also remind you of the MVCA
election Thursday, June 23," the blurb
continued, .

Kilmer, a self-described dark horse,
won that electlon, adding to her duties
and responstbilities 21 the Farmington
Public Schools’ co-op coordlnator for
marketing and distributlon,

Her dutles Include finding part-time
jobs for Farmington-arca high- school
students, who comblne classroom
learning with on-the-job tralning as
members of the district’s co-op pro-
gram.

A few days after the election, there
was more good news from the MVCA.
Kilmer was named that organlzation's
Co-op Courdlnator of the Year,
ulAnothcr pror!mlonal organizatlon,

June Kitmer stays on the job all summer finding part-time positions for the students in her marketing co-op program.

e
Association, honored Kilmer by giving

Trip to gas station proves costly

A Farmington Hills man was beaten
up and robbed of at least $160 by three
unidentified men a3 ho was walking to
4 gas station along Eight Mile just be-
fore 1:15 a.m. on July 8.

Michael Herren, 28, of 22600 Middle-
belt told police he was walking toward
the § way Gas Station at Eight
Mile and Middlebelt to buy some ciga-
rettes when three men n a 1978 Chev-
rolet stopped him &s ho was approach-
ing a driveway near West Eight Mile.

One of the men got out of the car and
asked Herren for a match. Just as Her-
ren was lighting the match, a second
man struck the back of Herren's bead,
forcing him to bls knees,

WHILE ON his knees, Herren sald
he felt his wallet being taken from his
back pants pocket. When he tried to
stop his wallet belng taken, one of the
robbers yanked Herren's arm behind
his back and pulled his head back by
the bair. Herren said he felt one of the
suspecta trylng to take a ring off of his
left hand.

Once Herren got back on his fect, he

hit ane of the robbers in the face but &
third ploned Herren's arms behind him
while the others punched and kicked
him, Although Herren denied he had
any money with him, ope of the men

rcached into Herren'a pockets and

found his wallet contalning $160. Bo-

foro leaving the scene, the three men

hit Herren in the ribs, knocking hlm to

the ground.

Suspect arrested

Marijuana case is probed

A Southfleld man charged with sell-
ing marijuana to an undercover Farm-
ington Hills police officer will face a
preliminary exam In 47th Distriet
Court In Jate July.

Brian Keith Schnarr, 18, of 25690
wassee, was arraigned on July 7
before District Judge Margaret

had purchased $20 worth of marijuana
the week before, sitting In a car in the
parking lot of Putt-N-Games at 30749
Grand River,

The undercover officer approached
the man and asked if he could purchase
some more marijuana, The man, police
said, reached under the driver’s seat
an

elfer on a ge of
marijuana. Bond was set at $2,000.

According to police, an undercover
officer saw a young man, whom he rec-
ognized as the person from whom he

a bag of for
the officer. The officer then pald for
the $35 bag with two marked $20 bills
bearing serial numbers the police pre-
viously had recorded. The officer then
left the parking lot about 12:52 a.m.

Although Herren did not scek medi-
cal attention, ho suffered
brulses on his face and hands from the
attack and from trying to defend him-
self, police aaid.

At about 1:05 a.m., the man left the
parking lot and traveled eastbound on
Grand River. Two other Farmington
Hills offlcers in a marked car stopped
the man on Grand Rlver, just north of
Eight Mile near Leo Adler Datsun and
arrested him, police sald.

Officers sald the two marked $20
bills the undercover offlcer Indicated
he bad used to pay for the marijuana
were found on the man. Pollce said they
confiscated three bags of marijuana
from the man,

Rabbits feast on garden delights

By Scott Adler
statf writer

Eh, what's up doc?

It's that time of year agatn. The local
rabbit population bas reached its year-
1y high, turning some Troy gardens Into
outdoor cafes and gardepers Into
Elmer Fudd, cursing those “wotten
wabbita.”

Chuck Barnes, a naturalist at the
Lloyd A. Stage Outdoor Education Cen-
ter, this s b 1sing
experience to the mild winter, Howev-
er, there aren't many more rabbits now
than there were at this time last year,
he said.

*Usually rabbits are prolific, so their
population doesa’t vary too much,” be
sald. “There aren’t many more rabbits
this year than last s0 I would say that
people are just noticing them more.”

John Wisnlewski, animal control offl-
cer In Troy, agrees.

“More ot them are just out on thelr
own now,” he sald of the young rabbits.
“During April and May (the rabbits)
are sitting tight because they’re having
thelr young oces. Now the

are steps gardeners can take. before
thelr vegetables are all gone, Barnes
advises.

The best thing to do is install a threc-
foot high, chicken-wire fence around
the garden. It's Important to be sure
that the basa of the fence is secured to
the ground periodlcally to stop the rab-
bits from pushing thelr way under it, he
added.

" A chemlical available in feed stores
that can be sprayed onto the plants
tastes bitter to the rabbits and Ls anoth-
er way to keep them out of the garden,
‘Wisnlewaki sald. ‘

But for those people who are into
more exotic means of saying no to their
unwelcomed guests, Barnes has meth-
ods that are “supposed to work, but
there really Is no evidence that they
do.” .

Human hair clippings, Barnes has

trogen
— or a decoy of an attack owl,

“One way that has been very success-
ful Is planting a little axtra on the side
for them,” Bamnes

sald, “T've known .

some people who have roto-tilled
patch of ground pear some shrube
planted a few beans there.”

+ Tt Is best 1o plant bear a
covering because rabbits don't

of

b like

belng out In the open as ruch as pear
the

H

m:«muma

LIVE TRAPS, which capture
rabbits, are hard {o use because rabbits

don't get trapped very easlly,
Wisnjewski sald,

Barnes warned if gardeners decide
to use the live traps, they must notify
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resaurces, because it's llegal to catch
them if the DNR doesa’t know about it.
A live trap Is eight-inches high and two
feet long and has doors at both ends
with balt (n the middle. When the rab-
bit enters the box for the bait, both
doors close and the rabbit is trapped
‘without being hurt,

The 13-ined ground squirrel can also
w .

be a pest, bit not to the extent that the
rabbit can, Barnes gald.

The favorite vegetable for rabbits,
according to Barmes, isa't the carrot
that Bugs Bunny made so famous, but
green beans. Next comes lettuce and
then any green, lealy vegetable. they
can get hold of,

Both Wisnlewski and Barnes agree
that more than anything, rabbits are a
m:lnm that gardenera have to live
‘with,
“Afteral)” Wisnlewskl sald, "you
can't shoot them.”

cuts and’

her its Qv Service Award for
Vocational Education.

“She doea a superb job and she cer-
tainly deserves those awards" salid
the director of voca.
tlonal education for the Farmington
district and Kilmer's boss.

“She's one person who goes above
and beyond the call of duty. She works
until the job ts done.” °

KILMER, WHO HOPED to become
a buyer for a department store before
settllng on a career In vocatlonal edu-
catlon, was excited about the awards.

“It was a pleasant surprise,” she sald
from her office in North Farmington
High School. “Your peer group selects
you. It’s nlee to be honared by peaple
who are dolng the same things you do."

‘The Farmington distriet has four co-
op programs — offlce work, health oc-
cupations, trade and Industry, and mar-
keting, Each program has a director
and a home office.

“We service the students from all
three Farmington (public) high
schools,” Kllmer said.

Co-op students are limited to 15
hours a week at thelr jobs, but are pald
at the same rate as new hires, accord-
ing to Kilmer,

Surprisingly, jobs for the students
haven't been hard to flnd in the Farm-
ington area.

“We've been in the buslness a long
time and we've worked with the same
employers for years,” Kilmer said.

“And we're very fortunate here in
Farmington Hills, In my field, there's
been a great deal of bullding of new
stores, especlally along Orchard Lake
Road. There’s quite a demand for new
employees, and a lot of these stores
llke to work with young people. They
feel they're helping them get a start.”

Most of the jobs Kilmer finds for the
students are in retail stores and super
markets, but offices and restaurants
are also fatr game,

“T'll look anywhere they're selling a
product,” she said,

UNLIKE MANY people in cduca-
tion, Kilmer stays dn the job ali sum.

mer.
“I do a lot of (job) placing In the

Twenty-Flve Cents
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spring,” she sald. “It carries them
through the summer and then they'll be
on for the following year." )

Kilmer had visions of becoming a
buyer following her graduation from
Detroit's Mackenzle High School In
1942, but her father scotched that
;irmm by denylng her money for col-
ege.

“My father didn't believe a woman
belonged In that fleld,” she sald. “He
betleved a.woman should go into-the
more traditional flelds Ike teachlng. I
put mysell through school untll money
ran out.”

Eventually, she left school and tock a
Job as a secretary at Ford Motor Co. to
put her husband, Joe, a Mackenzle
schoolmate, through college.

“'He said that if I ever wanted to go
back to school, all I had to do was say
when,” said Kilmer. "So after the flfth
chlld, I went back to Wayne State Unl-
versity to get my bachelor's and mas-
ter's degrecs in marketing.

“But a career in the buying fleld
would mean a lot of traveling . . . not
50 great for a mother with flve kids. So
Ilooked around for something else.”

That samething ehfn‘&med out to be

o Fi

Publle Schoals, o

KILMER IS PROUD of her five chil-
dren, The oldest is 31; the youngest 19.

“They’'re all graduates of North
Farmington, and they've all made ca-
reers for themselves,” she said.

“'I guess they've all tried to live by
what my husband and I have tried to
teach them through the years. We've
felt they should have some work expe-
rience baked into their school years.”

City sets
deadline
for filing

By Josnne Mallszew sk}
statf wrlter

I you are a Farmington resident in-
terested In vying for one of the three
City Councll seats up for grabs, you
must file a nominating petition Aug, 2-
12. Petitions must be filed no later than
4p.m. Aug, 12,

Candldates will be vying for the four-
year terma of council members Wii-
llam Harisock and Ralph Yoder, as
well as William Mitchell's two-year
term.

The general clection is scheduled for
Nov. 8. Because this Is an odd-year
electlon, Farmington's City Charter
does not require a pi o reduce
the number of candidates, sald City
Clerk Josephine Bushey,

The top three vote getters will be
elected to the council with the top two
recelving four-year terms and the third
winner the two-year term, she sald.
The new council members will take
office Nov. 14, the Monday following
the election, Bushey added.
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