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GUARANTEED CARS

Our TOP QUALITY used cars are road-tested ond safety
inspected before they are put out for public sale, and

the junkers are wholesaled to out-of-town buyers. x
Remember, we stand behind the cars we sell. BJ.

Be Safe e Be Sure ¢ Buy Ratigan RATIGAN

B. J. RATIGAN Vil

CHRYSLER %5 PLYMOUTH - 535.7320
30777 PLYMOUTH ROAD . LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48150

Come to the Sign of the Cat

THE ALL NEW CAPRI

The first sexy
European import

Priced for Action

® Lincoln ® Mercury
® Montego ¢ Cougar

MULLIGAN

KE 2 4000

20200 Grand River

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

DAMERON'S MAY SPECIALS
SAVE $3$ - SAVE $$$+ SAVE $$%

‘69 AND ‘70 CHRYSLERS, PLYMOUTHS, NEW DEMO’S,
OFFICIALS, IMPERIALS! 2 DOORS AND 4 DOORS

MANY WITH AIR CONDITIONING
NEW ‘70 DUSTER NEW ‘70 BARRACUDA

1995 . $29295

FULL PRICE FULL PRICE

DAMERON -

CHRYSLER - PLYMOUTH

. 23901 GRAND RIVER at MIDDLEBELT
476-7900 KE 1-9200

Weekend of May 9-10,

Pros Buying Cars

At Auction Seek Ones

In Mint Condiiion

[t's noisy. 10s colorful and the last word m what voar car and
millions of others are actually woerth.

s the aulo .Ilélmu held danly an cities (hroughour the N
and Canada -

Teas here thit professional buyers snd seliers of used cars
gather wa carnival almasphere 1o test their sKill i bargannng

To the average man or woman who thinks of auctioncerig as
i pgenteel competition to bid for antique china, the auto auction
would prove a baffling but colorful contrast.

The track is fast with the average car being on the block lor

Altenipting to liven up bidding on a “sharp® car, the auctionecer
pleads, jokcs and reasons with the professional buyers. The action
is fast with cach car being on the block for a matter of seconds.

-

less than a minute. In that minute, buyers appraise its worth and
bid accordingly. The car is sold, or the offer is refused by the
seller and another car is quickly driven in place.

IN SOME AUCTIONS as many as four lanes of cars and a like
number of auctioneers are in action at once.

Each auctioneer is equipped with a microphone. a length of
rubber hose which he slams on the desk for emphasis and a set of
lungs that would put a hog-calling champion to shame,

Adding to the decibel level is a crew of men among the bidders
who serve as combination cheer leaders, kibbitzers and spotters
of the furtive bids from the buyers.

Meanwhile the auctioneer is chanting the bidding, wise-crack-
ing, (““If [ could buy a car that cheap, I'd be down there bidding,
not up here selling”’} and pleading for reason (“There's no way
you can buy this Caddy for lcss than a Chevy!"™)

Out of this study in chaos comes the hard-headed evaluation of
what a car is really worth, To bid too low means that the selter
will not accept the bid. To bid oo high can mean the difference
between a profil and a loss on the resate.
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TO EVEN be considered for sale at an auction, citrs must ap-
pear in almost new condition. Mechanical condition of the car
must be honestly represented by the seller.

tHiow do the pros who attend these auctions judge the cars be-
fore bidding?

Hal Humphries of APTCO Auto Auction near Detroit savs,
**The first thing to attract a buying dealer is the appearance of
tie car. Body repairs must be perceptible oniy to the trained
eve, if at all.

A sloppy job of bumping and refinishing can be spotted in-
stantly. Maost often. the dealer atiending the auction will stay
away from a car like this rather than get involved in a costly
reftnishing job.™
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WILLIAM JACOBS, a Columbus, Ohio, car auctioneer savs,
*“The owner who has the foresight to keep his car in top-notch
shape may come out as much as $300 to $400 ahead of the man
who has neglected the same make. and model.

Most buyers, both wholesile and retail, don't want to bother
with the ‘dogs’."”

The pros offer this advice to the car owner. If vou get a erease
in the fender have a qualified body man repair and. paint it.

Kcep your car clean inside and out. Keep mechanical compo-
nents in good condition.



