Stalking the gold
in speed skating

Continusd from Page t

*  He began as an artistic akater, a dance
skater, He took sixth at an Internation-
al dance competitlon, In 1977 ‘he
switched to speed skating. .

“I guess I always liked to go real
fast,” sald the soft-spoken Dunn,
Dunn bas been skating for 10 years,

With no eareer opportunities involved

“I guess my goal right now is the
world title. I never want to say that
anyyearhmyh:t.nhmkommda
that you let up some. I don’t krow . . .
T've thought about golng into Journal-
ism. T've taken classhs at Macomb
Community College,” Dunn said.

JACKSON HAS never won an indi-
vidual natlonal title, though he's pliced
third twice and finished fourth In the
world last year. Dunn and Jackson
make up a two-man, 5,000-meter relay
team that has won three natlonal titles,

“Chuck has more natural abillty than
Rob had,” sald Dooley, “He's got the leg
strength, the balance and the power,
He's small, but he's powerful. And he
has that inner drive, the ability to push
himself when everybody else lets
down.”

Dunn and Jackson have beeq friends
for a long time, They live together and
they train together, Between them,
they bave competed In Italy, New Zea-
land, Colombla, Belglum, Puerto Rico
and throughout the U.S.

Ironleally, they compete agalnst
cach other.

"NO. IT'S NOT a problem,” sald
Jackson. *I can't stand the gy
anyway."(Laughter) “No, we help each
other out a lot.”

“When we first met, we didn't get
along at all. Wo hated each other, Seri-
ously,” sald Thomas. "Wa were on dif-
ferent teams back then, and she was
frlends with my sister. They used to
Eang up onme.”

They eventually fell under the gui-
dance of Dooley,

“Dawn Thomas has a lot of natural
talent, too. It seemns to come easy
her, She's younger and she doesn't quite
have that inner motivation yet. I think
she could have won a lot more than she
has, but she seems to let down, 1 think
:tu :ﬂl a1l come In time, though,” he

DOOLEY CALLS Stono the most nat-
urally talented of ali his skaters, Sha iy
also one of his most frustra ting,

°I get really disappointed in her
sometimes because she doesn't train as

as she ahould. She needs to be
pushed, She's got a strong body and
super natural foot speed. She is good in
the sprints, yet, she has endurance
when she needs it, If she would train as
hard as Rob, she would bes a world
champion,” he sald.

All four akaters polnt immediately to
Dooley for thelr success. Stone quit
skating for Dooley for one year. It was
'ﬂ:ledblxgut mistake I ever made,” she

The skaters train out of the Fenton
Rollerama for a team called the Fen-
ton Striders. All are former members
of the Bonaventure Skating Club in
Farmington,

All are true champlons.

Area runners place high
in Strider’s B’Ham run

The following results are from the
10-Ki) t

Park, $4:51; 9. John McCleary, 18, Bir-

an ile divisions of
the Motor City Striders’ first annual
Back to Blrmingham Run, held Satur-

3§:32; 10. Stan Polkowski,
30, Farmington Hills, 35:35,
11. Joe Radke, 26, Sterling Heights,

for .

Speoed skaters Dawn Thomas {isft)

Annual relay race
attracts 25 teams

West Bloomfield High School will be the site thls
weekend of the fourth annual 24-hour
for Retarded Citizens Team Relay Race.

The race features 25, 10-person teams running in
three dlfferent divisions: Women's, Men's and Coed.
The relay begins 11 &.m. Saturday and concludes at
the same time Sunday morning.

“The Idea is to pass the baton to another runner
on your team after every mile,” said publicity di-
rector Ronald Rich, “The teams run as far as they
can, and the team which runs the furthest will win.

“It's not quite physically as tough, but It Is men-
tally ax tough as a marathon race because you are
running for 24 hours,” he said,

Skeleton Crew won the race last year by golng
266 miles. Rich said Skeleton Crew will be back to
defend jts championship in hopes of breaking the
atate of Michigan record of 280 miles, which was
sct at the 1980 Relay Race by a group from West.

ern Michigan Unlversity.

“It's a wild event, and It is one of the largest
{fund-raising events In Michigan,” sald Rich. *We
are hoplng to get $25,000 in pledges this year.”

The Relay netted $11,000 for the ARC last year,
with the Chamberlaln Champs raising the most
money as a team, $4,

A3 an extra attraction, a shoe exhibit will be held

121,

Thursday, July 21, 10830&E

call it a

Conlinued from Page 1
Iwanted private lessons.*

The rest, aa they say, Is history.

the parents of world-class skaters.

'was very self-motivated.”

and Renee Stone (right) won
threo different medals at the Natlonal Sports Festival.

sccond nationally in pairs,

Before long, I was dolng things other
kids couldn't do, and a teacher asked if

“My parents hardly pushed me at
all,” says McGuire, rare behavior for

“They were supportlve, but it wasn't
Like they were saying, ‘Get back out on
the floor and practice.” I wasa't super-
natural as far as plcking it up easily, I
took a lot of falls and kept on golng. 1

McGuire's sister, Lisa, 16, is also an
accomplished skater, having finlshed

career

THOUGH ROLLER SXATING has
world titles, it is not yet part of the
Olymples, though [nclusion in the Na-

ape

Tim McGuire to

o

cqe

tional Sports Festival i3 an indleation
that Olymplc status is not far off, Ac-
cording to McGulre, roller skating may

be included In the

up that long.”

he'll be interested in is through his

medlcal school.

So come October, win or lose
McGuire's through. The only rollin,
un-

dergraduate work and then through

‘92 Games, nearly a
decade too late as far as his plans go. ..

“Hey, even if they were In for '88, {
wouldn't be able to hang around,” adds
McGuire. "My knee just wouldn't hold
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