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Learning to drive still a challenge

Continued from Page 3

“What do you notice about thly
range?” asked Baldeon during a break,
“There are no stop sigas or yield signs,
I'don’t know why we don't have them.
They're sure needed.”

. A STUDENT, John Suh, leaned
against Harrison's brown brick wall,
waltlng to take his final exam on the
range,

i “1 think I could do without the class.
room and the range,” sald the 16-year-
oid Farmington High junior-to-be.
“They should devote more time to the

on-the-road part. You just don't get the -

real experience of the road in a book or
on a range."

Suh is 2 busy young man this sum.
mer, He's taking two courses — gov.
ernment (7:45-9:45 am.) and soclat
studies (10:15 a.m. to 12:15 pm,) — in
addition to drivers' ed (12:30-2:30 p.m.).

““Then I go home and sleep,” he said,

Debbie Lang, & 15-year-old Harrison
student, agreed with Suh's assessment
of the drivers' tralning course,

“It's boring on the range, but It's
great on the road,” she sald. “There's
more competition on the road. You're
out thero competing with the other
drivera”

On the other slde of the school, in-
structor Steve Dollaway pi
take three students on the road in a
new Bulck.' He'll take them on the ex-
pressways and the subdlvision streets
as well as Into Detroit.

Most of the young drivers are careful
and courteous on the highway, accord-

Ing to Dollaway and the other fnstruc- .

tors. Still, there are incidents,

“The scariest thing that ever hap-
pened to me was when we almost went
into Orchard Lake,” he said, explaining
that he meant the body of water, not
the road. “A girl saw a truck coming
and panicked,

“'But this is a good summer job," said
Dollaway, a substitute physical educa-
tlon teacher in Farmington, “and it
pays well — $12 an hour when you're
on the road,”

DOLLAWAY AND most other driv-

Ing instructors are limited to six hours
'n day, no matter what Job they’re per.
o -

“Farmington 15 very safely con-
sclence,” Stafie) sald, “They don't ai-
low any instructor to work more than
slx hours a day, especially the on-the-
road people,”

One thing the instructors don't have
1o worry about Is teaching the students
the L dard .

of & stan
slon. The district’s fieet of 27 cars all
have automatic transmissfons,

“I think It {shifting geara) should be
taught,"” Stafie] sald, “but it was taking
t00 much time,”

Contrary to popular bellef, the driy-
ers' educatlon cars are not donated
free of charge by area dealerships, at-
though that used to be the case,

In Farmington, the cars are leased at
the rate of $4 a day per car from local
dealerships. The district provides the
gasallne.

“I have no figures on bow much gas
we use,” sald Don Howell, the distriet’s
dlrector of commuaity services and

Health officials upset

Continued from Page 1

THE BILL proposes that spending requests by all
the hospitals in Michigan be compared to each
other Instead of on an individual basis,

The annual average of spending by Michlgan has-
pitals for the past five years Is between $300 mil-
llon and $350 million, according to state offictals,

1f the bill passes, Michigan hospitals, as a whale,
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federal projects, “but the road cars
. probably use $10 worth & day."

THE STATE used (o pay for a big
chunk of the cost of teaching the young-
sters (o drive. This year, accordlng to
Howell, the state is paying about $45
per student, or about 50 percent of the
cost,

“The revenue is derived from license
{ees, but I guess that was down a Mlttle
this year.” .

Back outside Harrison, a student
waits for bls flnal exam on the range,

“They're pretty strict about atten-
dance,” he sald. “Miss one class and
you're out.”

Well, they’re not quite that strict. “It
depends on the instructor and the rea.
son for the absence,” Stafiej sald, “We
might be a little more lentent for, say,
the funeral of a grandparent than we
would for a trip to Cedar Polnt.”

Tomorrow’s drivers will be looking
forward to July 20. That's the day the
course ends and thelr real summer va-
cation beglns,

would not be allowed to spend more than approxl-

maltely $389 milllon yearly, The atate Office of
Health and Medical Aifnirs would determine what
the limit is each year,

The Michigan Hospltal Assoclation opposes the
leglslation because it belleves the certifieato-of-
need program is effective In curtalling unnecessary
expenditures, Manninen sald, Exporty
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