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Trustee

. Ld
seeking
.

new job

Janice Roluick, a trustee on the
Farmington Board of Educatlon, has
been nominated to be a director of the
Michigan Axsoclation of School

Boards,
As a director, Rolnick will help gulde
the activities of the MASB, which

serves as a lobbying group in Lansing .

for more than 500 Michigan school

“At a time when education is becom- -

ing a major publlc Issue, it Is essential
that school boards In Michigan be in-
velved in a strong, unifled manner,”
sald Rolnick, who recently completed a
term a3 president of the Farmington

“But It is equally important that sub-
urban school districts like Farmington
be represented whea those decisions af-
fecting us are made,”

The atate association acts as a clear.
Inghouse for information as well as of-
fering tralning programs for board
members. It publishes newa on legisla.
Uon, tenure declslons and attorney gen-

eral oplnions,

on leading educational issues, MASB
also provides consulting services in la-
bor aod policy devel

as well as sponsoring group lusurance
programs.

“PERBAPS MASB’S moet
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Another big green machine has come to town in i
the form of this shiny new.fire engine which {
being checked out by Flrmlpu(on ?;Qb_ll

irec

~ RANDY BORST/ntalt photogeapher
1t and Fire Marshal Norm Mad-
ok N

‘all boy

By Yom Baer
statf writer

Fire truck arrives

service. We have to load cn all the

The blessed event occurred last Fri-
day. Wrapped in a bundle of light
green, the new arrival welghed in at
[a:.gon pounds and measured out at 325

ches

161l mean another mouth to feed, er,
make that another
the clty of Farmington's Public Safety
Department,

The addlition is a new fire truck, and
Farmington's public safety offfcers
‘were as proud as any firat-time father
as they dlsplayed the plece of equlp-
:’nent In back of the city hall last Fri-

ay.

On order slnce last February, the
new truck, to be designated Engine No.
1, cost the clty $139,900, It replaces a
Geaeral Motors Corporation truck the
city ‘gmlsbt for $12,000 in 1953, '

We!

dison ommzrm of Ilhe 223-horse-
power Cate diesel engine which

AT A N

tank to fill — for

and traln our le how to
usait.” peop

In addition to Caterplllar, three
other firms were Involved In building
the truck. To a standard Ford truck
chass(s, a body and pump from the PI-
erce Manufacturing Company of Ap-
pleton, Wis., were added. .

The ladder, which stretches 65 feet,
and its assembly came from the
Skyhook Corporation of Ottawa, Kan,

LIKRE MOST flre trucks today,
Farmington's Engloe No, 1 i3 palnted
Light green, not the traditional “fire-en-
gloe red,”

“That's because of night vialbility,”
Maddison sald. “Green Is 30 much uyx'l-
ertosee at night.”

The othier two trucks bave standard
(2¢-to-45-foat) 1ndders, The taller lad.
der on the new truck can be operated
by just one firefighter com to
thres or four needed for the older units,

By Tom Baer
statf writer

@il increase from $1,998,000 to

role,” Rolnick sald, “Is its lavolvement
with the legistature, Rarely does a day
g0 by when there isn't some plece of
legislation affecting schools up for con-
slderation. MASB needs to be in there
fighting to malntaln Michigan's strong
system of free, public and comprehen-
aive education.”

Rolnick was elected to the Farming-
ton Board in 1078 and was re-elected In
1982 when she was chosen to serve as

prealdent,

The checka are in the mail, or soon
will be, according to the clty of Farm-
ington,

‘Two apartment complexes — Farm-
Ington Place, which contalns subsidlred
senlor citizen housing, and Jamestown
Apartments — have overpald their
1981 and 1982 taxes and are due re-
funds by the city,

t was the result of a recent nego-
tlated settlement between the city and
the The was

A former teacher at the y
and community college levels, Rolnick
graduated from Wayne State Unlversi.
ty and has completed graduate work at
the Unlversity of Michigan and Michi-
gan State University.

Rolnlek's consumer advocacy work
and ber class in “Food Awareness,”
which she originated, has earned com-
mendations from the Michigan Dental
Association and the Novi Community
Schoota,

MASB directors will be chosen by
member school boards in August.
The Farml Board of Education .

reached while the issues were being de-

clded by the Michigan Tax Tribunal.
Under the settiements, Farmington

bax a; to reduce the assessed val-

greed
, uies for 1981 and 82,

In the Farmington Place case, the
1981 asscssed value was reduced from
$1,998,000 to $1,400,00. The ‘32 valua-
tion was dropped from $1,898,000 to
$1,500,000.

A refund of $59,610.95 will be due the
owners, Farmington Place Associates.
Farmington's share of the refund ls
gz,ssz.:s, The school district will pay

e

s a member of the MASB, baving
voted on June 7 to spend $2,896 for the
annual dues.

Leaks bog down probe

By Dlane Gale
ataff writer

Although
electrical power implicated
M owner of

media coverage on theft of
Bob
Auto

World in Farmington Hills) three

As part of the settlement, Farming-
ton Place's owners bave agreed to ac-
cept a higher than

$2,200,000.

F City ¥ Bob Dead-
man issued a report on the settlements
to city council, which approved the
payments at {ts July 18 meeting.

“THE NEGOTIATED settlement
was brought about because the tax as-
sessor (Saller) and aur spectal attorney

-(Leo Goldstein) thought that It was a

fair approach to the developer, who
had suffered some start-up costs and
some delays In getting revenue out of
the project,” Deadman sald,

“And, quite typically, that's taken
into account by the tax assessor.”

Deadman said that there was a “se-
rious discusslon” zbout how a property
Uke Farmington Place should be as-
sessed.

“It's a federally-subsidized project,”
he sald, “Many of the rents there are
subsldired. What came Into play here
was the question of how you assess that
kind of property.”

The senior citizen ; I

City negotiates tax break for apartments

which is getting a tax break.

Two other apartment complexes —
West A and

Farmington will reduce

Drak — had been

Apartments’ from
$1,869,000 to 1,719,000 for 1981 and '82.
The '8$ assessment s §1,821,500,

A ding to the Farm-

assessed
established by the tax assessor, John
Sailer, for 1933, This year's assessment

taken agalnst him,
Although Mechiglan bas been
advised by his attorneys to remaln-si-

leat on the case, he does say his busi.
Dess ham't been affected by the televi-
slon news story, '
He da.nlellhh utility bllls were ever

b ow. :

“1 will aay m‘y energy bill runs from
000 to $3,000 a month,” Mechigian
bas never and our

weeks ago, law officials
bave yet to take any legal action and.
they are backing off from further com-  §7,
ment. . , ad ‘Rt
“A) tly some press source bills are curvent”

pparen
e ot e
8 e,
to Michigan State Pollce LE. Larry Cop:
ley. “They’re clamming up, and I think
that’s what Mgpmd."
- Oakland County Prosecutor L.
Fatterson failed to return calls
T i iy
inquiries,
wf?uylbeolﬂne"hnnoeommmlw
the investigation.”

WDIV, Channel 4, in 4 report sald
Mechigian mnﬂ 2 major role in the
operation, the 's sourco
was & law enforcement officlal, ac-

o assignment editor Paul

Meanwhile Mechigian can ooly ait
and walt to see 1f any action will be

- b : .'1

The average auto dealerships montb-
Iy bills run anywhers from $3,000 to
;lo,ooo a month, according to Edison of-

Michigan Stats Police Lt Richard
Malosch's only comment on the nine
month Lnvestigation was, “7 hope we'll
be able to discuss this at grester length

lost moosy, be sald.
Thm'lndnlactﬂcmumw\

.9

Ington owes Jamestown Apartments
$3,305.25, -

ing, which Is mnsrl;iered a major fraud
scheme by law officials, was rej
to lavolve at least 60 zmmemm and

Detroit and lncluded several automo-
Some of the

contesting city of Farmington tax as-
n;lunmenu in the Michigan Tax Tribu-

I"!nwever, attorneys for both com-
plexes withdrew their cases, according
to Goldatein,

“We were going to go ahead and ar-
gue that they should get an Increase (in
assessments) If anything If they pur-
sued it,” he sald.

THE TAX TRIBUNAL [s the next
atep up from the local boards of review
{for those wishing to complain abaut
thelr assessments.

is one of the apartment complexes

“Anyone whose property is assessed
can appeal {to the tribunal),” Deadman
arld. “They (the tribunal) make a deci-
slon.

“In our case, they (the complexes) '
appealed to the tribunal, but we negoti-
ated a settlement before the tribunal -
made a declsion. And the tribunal
agreed with the settlement.”

into meter tampering

is “upward of §1 million" stolen every
year through fraud. Edison recovers
more than half of the lost revenue,

In 1982 Edison regalned more than
$500,000 from 2,600 thiaves, who were

due to tampering Is not significant, and .

costa 8¢ cents per customer per year,
according to Schneider.
‘'Posatbly the thought that gets lost

Ia this (investigation) is that those peo-
ple are the minority, and mest people
wouldn't think of doing this, because
they are very honest,” Schaelder sald.

bills as low as lbﬂm&m am

‘The prinei,

s up%m Jooes of Taylor,
who offered to alter ntility meters fora
$700 foe.

After pleading guilty on charges in
Oakland County and Wayne County be
was sentenced to two years probation
and was {0 begin helping mvaupul:z

on the case. But Jones was hospital
after sulfering a concusslon frace
tured skull in & beal

ting.
Information that was gathered by
Edisos was turned over o the police
‘who are conducting the

who
with one meter, Schuelder aald.

“We analyze our bills, check the
weals that are present on our meters,
and we also have dther methods In
trylng to detect thelt,” be sald,

Edison has set up a process where
thieves that are caught must pay the
company the original amount that was
due plus an investigation fee. Edison
\uuuldy Tequires a depoeit before they
provide services to the Indlvidual
®

“That (investigation fee) Is to relm-
burse us for the cost to

‘“Weo havo let the law enforcement
take thelr course, and we can’t ciart
Eolnun;mﬂucroewe’llgumm

le

bave all the customers pay for what the
f‘”'?.“’ who did the stealing should pay
or.

Tampering with electrical meters Is
dangerous and (hl could Injure
themselves. Statistics show that the
odds are they will ba caught, be sald.

The money Edlson doesn't recover
K]

uncover the .

——

what’s inside
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