 New gallery
| debuts as an

indoor art fair

By Loralne McClish
statf writer

The century-old buildiog at Farm-
Ington Road and Grand River for a
long while housed a drugstore and
more recently a hardware store. Now

Festival days, whila welcoming guests
tocome in and browse, .

are the ones who are here
opening” Ed Baker
Pletures Galore & More is owned
and operated by Baker, his son Andrew,
and Joan Lane, all F n Hills
residents, whose goal s to create an In-
door art fair,

“All of the work, without exception,
comes to us from Jocal artists,” Baker

* sald, “We're creating an informal at.

mosphere for the browsers and the
buyers who won't bave to walt for the
next “outdoor fair to find reasonably
priced original work.”

Scandia Downs

"THE HANGING

RIS

Father and son Ed and Andr:

ew Baker have created an informal and

comfortable alemosphere for visitors ta browse through the collec-
tion of art in Pictures Galore & More that all comes from local art-

REW BAKER, a recent gradu-

art in all mediums
and the broad selectlon of three-di

slonal work In Pictures Galore & More
wlill be beld to a $10-300 prica range,
“about the same prices you could ex-
pect at an outdoor sale,” Baker said.

On even a cursory tour of the spa-
clous gallery, a visltor can spot the
work ol artists whose pames crop up
over and agalv as prize winners In area
shows: Marllyn LIl gren, Naocy
Mudloff Davis, Donna Vogelheim, Mon-
g: E&;Jn;.l m&g&cnmmp. Connle

" ey, t
Hiluva and Frauk Lotmas, to sane

The three owners approached some
of the coatributing arists after they had

- seen tholr work in other shows, and

many of those who have jolned Pic-
tures Galore & More are members of
Farmington Artista Club.

- “Few local artlsts ever get the op-
portunity to sell in a gallery,” Baker
sald, “With the large amount of talent
wa have to draw from now we will be
able Lo show about 1,000 pleces in a
mix of work at all times. And the dls-
plays will be changing constantly be-
cause we hold strictly to keeplng each
pleco no lenger than 60 days.”

She plans to blanket the ¢

By Jeanne Whittaker
staff writer

stretches back over a decade to Include
the of the Junlor League

QU CAN'T fluff off the accom.
plishments, determination

. and Imagination of tlny local
resident Cyothla “Cindy”

. Adams Leonard. The Birminghnm resi-
dent's Involvement in area activities

Fompires

e s

when it worked out a plan to bring the

Iy Slims tennls tournament to
Detrolt. :

Now, Leonard has gone Into private
business, which is a drastic deviation
from an active volunteer career that
encompassed

Cindy Leon-

After many yﬁn °,'

ard Is

g acaresrasa
now Into private business, Taking

on a franchise was an

AND
ate of State, predicts Plc-
tures Galore & More ultimately will be
showing a continuous recycling of the
works of about 300 artists.

“The cyele will work out to about 40
pleces coming In and golng out every
day, 50 every time you come In there
will be something pew to ace,” be sald.

What passers-by see from the tradi-
{ional store front windows are displays

set up by the indlvidual artist who s .

(u'mrcd for each two-week perlod.

Baker drew on his experience as an in-
dustria} engincer in utilizing the avall-

' ablespace,

Both Lano and Baker retired from
thelr former jobs to enter the now busi-
ness venture. Baker contributes to the
gallery banglngs with hls photographs.

His favorite subjects are flowers,
photographed as an art form.

“I always took pletures of Just what ¢
wanted, and for some reason people al-
ways bought them. It seems to satisty
whatever artistic beat I have,” he sald.

such as the Merrill-Palmer Instltute,
Detrolt Institute for Children, New Ho-
rizons of Qakland County, and Tim-Ro-
Nan-Go, According to nard, who
owns and operates the Scandla Down
feanchise at Hunter's Square.in Farm-
ington Hills, the time had come for a
cha

nge.
The shop, she expl

‘head  on

in down-filled comforters, pillows, and
a llne of accessories Including sheel
d
rol

RANDY BORST/ataff photographer

ista. The two work with Joan Lane in downtown Farmington's new

galiery which officially opons during Founders Festival days.

own with comfort

itself of operating the shop.
Months passed and what seemz

covers, down-filled robes and adult-st
booties. It was founded scvera) years
before she bought the franchise by the
Scandia Down Corp, a Seattle-based
company which immediately bumped

fnto  Michigan's’ difficult
laws when it tried to divest

RANDY BORST/st

e photographer

adventure into the tnknown; but as in a!l her previous experiencs,
It has presented an opportunity to loarn,

of letters
before Scandia Down finally persuaded
the stale to grant it the right to sell the
franchise. And, sald Leonard, that is
whero she, a former real estate broker
with Weir, Manuel, Snyder & Ranke,
came into the pleture.

Actually, she mald, taking on the
{ranchlse was an adventure into the un-
known since she knew Mlttle about the
difference belween feathers and down
at the time. However, since assuming
the franchise, the biggest problem she
has encountered is keeping clients from
curling up for a snooze on the displays
of feather-{liled and down-stuffed com-
forters. To the surprise, and some
dlsmay, of everyone In the shop, she
sald, one customer spent the better
part of an afternoon rest-testing bed
piltows atop a display.

PRIMARILY A bedding shop, Leon-
ard said there are plans to expand the
merchandise offered to a growlng
clientele who have discovered the ben-
cfits of the European slecp style. Her
franchise Includes the option to open a
number of other stores in the metropol-
itan Detrolt area, including ones ln Bir-
mingham and Grosse Polote. She also
plans to add a line of beds by Chrlst-
mastime.

Notlng that each new career has pre-
sented an opportunity to learn some-
thing, Leopard sald she spent two
weeks &t the Seattle headquarters to
learn about the products she would be
selling. It was, she sald, an eye opening

experience.

“I went thinking that It wouldn't be
too terribly hard to learn about what
the products are,” she xald, Instead, she
added, It was difficult to absord all
there was to know.

“The down coines from Europe, Did
you know that the flnest white down
eo'meldmn Poland? ll':“l:e ﬂneu" "
goosa down you can get. ay;
sent In huge bales to Beattle where It is
made up (o Scandia specifications.

‘The pottery featured in Pictures
Galore & More, this week (at
right} comes from Bill Cloutier,
Ken Baskin, Jean Hermann,
Shirloy Ziemba and Nancy
Hurd.. Pottera from Oakland
Community Collego’s Orchard
Ridge campus will be working
on the new gallery's back porch
today through Saturday, festi~
val days, in conjunction with
the gallery's opening.

RANDY BOAST/statt photogeaphor

. V3
Cindy Leonard
They usc ticking woven in Germany of
Egyptian cattons.”

The down comforters are all de.
signed to emulate Grandma's helrloom
quality comforicrs, she sald, They also
come in different weights and atitching
designs to accomodate various gli.
mates, body metabolisms and home
temperatures, The company ls 80 sure
of its products that It offers customers
B gﬂnl:d l":m yealrcdwbmanty il the
comforier Ia protect a sheetcase,
which she also sells, i

“Dogs and cats create real havoe
with comforters,” she said with- a
knowlng look. .

Her sheetcases, which resemble hoge
pillow cases, and ma ow cas-
€3, she sald, are not only utilitarian, but
useful. Produced In a variety of pat-
temns, from clasilc eyelet edging to fu.

ic, sheetcase-covered

turistl comforters
ing in popularity, particularly
like the exse

*are grow)
with clients who not

and convenience but like to
decor of thelr bedrooms w‘mﬂ;ng:

son.
"Wamlrylnﬂodeveluy..w
welghtoommﬂmm“phntom
tually get Into towels and other acces.
sories, We have g fot of customers who
are addlng to their coliections over
period of time.” -

WHICH IS THE way that rooet pes.”
Piunwmto?qu




