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moral perspectives
Rev. Robert Schaden

ELF: power, greed

" Desplte the Innocent and almost
Ialry tale sound of its name, ELF is no
little thing, For those not familiar with
Project ELF, the three letters stand for
extreme-low-frequency. They refer to
the radlo waves of a communlcation
- syatem designed to 'provide a “first
strike trigger” for our Trident subma-

-y ¥ine force.

The profect serves as a prime sxam-
¢ ple of how easily we can move from
; talking about defense to planning for
| war with most people oblivious to the

¢ deadly difference, One day we are talk-

ing about defending ourselves against
the terrible Russlans — most of whom
| are as frightened as we are — and the
next day we are referring to a flrst
_ 8trike weapon by such an innocent han-
dle asELF,

The designers and the backers of
ELF may Insist upon the national se-
curity aspect of ELF (a much dlsputed
assumption) and speak of the project
i wlth pride. It's called natlonal pride,
. making all as wholesome as apple ple.
» However, 1 do not personaly find the
2 ablllty to begin a nuclear war anything
. deserving of pride,

. OUR NAVY, TO whom Project ELF
2 belongs, admits that ELF bas no retali-
. atory role and could be caslly sabo-
» taged. Thus it's only purpose can be to

S

|
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j and frightening giant

Justification Is offered on such fiim.
8y grounds as the fact that it will offer
Jobs in Michigaz. That happens to be

+ true. The profected number of jobs is
about 200, a very small number when
one consideres the ELF price tag to the
taxpayers of some half a million dol-
lars,

Even if that were a much lower fig-
ure, one must ask whether a handfu! of
Jobs or lots of jobs Justify the building
of a flrst strike nuclear weapon,

AS TO THE dishonesty, the Navy put
the first ELF test {acillty into opera.
ton In 1969 with the now hroken
promlse to remove it when the test was
completed. Instend they are pushing
for expansion. Even the mow talked
about ELF Is considered a foot in the
door for a much more extensive
project which will eventually plant
some 3400 miles of ELF cable in upper
Michigan and Wisconsin, .

Obviously, there Is money to be
made and that item, as is 80 often the
case In the buman condition, has a way
of blurring whatever objectivity might
be brought to the debate, It i3 no secret
that much of the lobbying for the
project has been done by corporations
that will profit from the project.

GTE Sylvania Is the prime contrac-
tor and the local ulin!h? are not at all

provide us the first strike
that a marriage of ELF and Trident
would offer,

A most Y

the proj one-mll-
llon-dollar-a-year electrical bin,
As If the money, the ‘red-balting’ talk
and the ultimate danger

of
buman psychology would tell us that
the development of offensive nuclear
capabllity undermines whatever secur-
: ity we might have, If any natlon be-
lleves that we have the ablllty to de-
stroy them n a secret attack, then that
¢ natlon’s only defense would be to strike
us flrst. This frightening fact alone
would seem to undercut any moral jus-
tifleatlon for ELF on grounds of na-
tlonal defense.
However, aside from such nonsensl-
cal “defense talk,” the whole trail of
events In the history of ELF is scat-
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to the preservation of peace were not
cnough to sully the efforts of ELF, the
Pprocess of pushing it on the people of
our Upper Pealnsula is bardly worthy
of the democratie process,

Although two out of three people
have voted it down in referendums, the
Micklgan Naural Resources Commls-
slon voted 5-0 to grant an easement to
the Navy for ELF, implying as they dld
that the use of land was not thelr re-
spansibllity,

Not only is ELF no little thing, it be-
c?mu a frightening giant in the hands
[

L tered with gl ,ad lust who will have it no
* for power and economle greed. other way.
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To remove liver spots,
-oatmeal and buttermilk

Dear Jo:
 For your readers who are worried
, about those llver or brown spots that
; appear on thelr faces and hands after
! age 40, L use a home remedy pazsed on
, to me by my grandmother. To make it

Just mix together equal portions of cat-
. meal and buttermllk (I used blender)
, and apply to the face and/or hands for
; about twenty minutes or until the
¢ “mask" s quife dry. Rinse off and pat
s dry. I used regularly the llver spots

¢ will fade,
Mrs. LB.

Dear LB

Thank you for passing along this
bome remedy. I have heard of this
treatment before and understand that
it also acts as a good patural cleanser
3 and molsturizer for the skin,

Dear Jo:

:

i Ihave written to the phone company
, regarding the difflculty I have reading
}

;

:

their small type. I haven't seen any

changes yet, but if many other older

peaple or anyone else who has a prob-

lem reading the typa wrote to thelr Jo-
i cal phone companies maybe we'll see
some changes, How can we “let our flo-
gera do the walking” If we can't soe the
print.

]

and daoghier-inJaw are
gk » very wopleasant di-
vorce, They have three children {our
grandchildren) who are the “light

4

. grand.
parents bave & legal right to demand

of our lives.” Thelr ages range from §
to17.

Right now custody mgreement and
visltation rights mre belng negotiated
between our son and daughter.in-law
throogh thelr lawyers, bot no one
seems to be consldering the rights of
the grandparents,

‘The thought of us loslng contact with
ottr grandchildren s devastating. It’s
like losing our link with the fature.

t course of actlon sbould we take?
Mn, CC,

Dear M. C.C

As you well know there are no sim-
ple solutlons for these complex emo-
tional and legal problems. As to what
course of actlon you should take start
with keeping the communieation open
between all who are Involved.

Slace the children are older you can
make it quite clear to them (and to
thelr parents) that you Intend to remaln
active In your grandparenting role. Ap-
proach your contloulng relationship
with them in a warm, friendly, com-
{orting manner, letting them know you
are available,

Listen to their concerns, but “take It
easy” on the advice. Remember that
your grandchildren need you, t00, par-

the country 2

visitation rights,
T wish you the best of Juck.
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Experiencing confusion and doubt?
F’,;’d r;ew direction through learning
about

“CHRISTIAN SCIENCE:
THE SIMPLE THEOLOGY
OF JESUS”

-First Church of Christ, Scientist, Birmingham
al
Eighth G“j‘rfh l:fl Ch?[lsl, Scientist, Detroit
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JULY 31st
at 7 0°CLOCK in

SOUTHFIELD — Lathrup H.S. Auditorium
19301 West Twelve Mile Road
Between Southfield and Evergreen
(Care for small children will be avallable)




